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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TEAM USA  
     RICKIE FOWLER & JIMMY WALKER    
24 November 2016  
 

 

Q.  Guys, 2 under par, are you happy with the round today?    

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yes.  I think we got everything out of it I think we could have.  Rickie hit it 

great, hit some good shots.  It was an all-around effort, I think. 

 

Q.  Rickie, before you went out you knew major wind was out there, but how were the 

conditions? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  It was still windy.  It wasn't playing easy out there.  You know, we're 

going to miss shots in alternate shot, it's just the way it is.  I think we did a good job picking 

each other up when needed.  Jimmy hit some great shots, drove the ball well, made some 

putts when he needed to.  He was able to hole a couple good putts to kind of keep things 

going.  Like Jimmy said, we got a lot out of the round and definitely pleased with 2 under. 

 

Q.  Learn a few things to take into Saturday into foursomes?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Well, it's a completely different format tomorrow so it will be fun to play, 

for sure.  You get to play your own ball and help each other, where today it's just one at a 

time.  And I think we did a good job today of just getting everything out of it we could.  We 

were reading greens good, good putts, good chips, quality shots.  So we had some 

adversity, but like I said, we got everything out of it we could have today. 

 

Q.  Obviously looking ahead for tomorrow, there's a bit more freedom going in there.  

Your thoughts on that?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's a different style of golf, for sure.  We're still going to stick to 

some of the game plans on a lot of holes and make sure that we're two guys in play, but 

there's a couple options out there where maybe we'll play a little bit more aggressively.  

Today, definitely nice to get a good foursomes round under our belt for Saturday, so I'm 

looking forward to it.  We got off to a good start and that's all you can do the first day. 

 

Q.  You're not quite there but I'll tell you what, around the green was something 

special.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  We got everything out of the round that we could and that's key in 

alternate shot.  You're going to miss shots out there, it's hard to go play perfectly for 18 

holes.  Like I said, we made some good putts to keep the round going and worked well 

together. 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

Q.  Jimmy, early on Rickie gave you a few long putts though, you got the pace of the 

greens pretty quickly?    

 

JIMMY WALKER:  You know, I hadn't had any putts that long.  Starting out I didn't hit any 

putts that long.  First putt was tough, it was uphill, downhill, into the wind.  The greens have 

been speeding up every day.  So you feel a little gust or you get one from behind and you 

kind of quit on it a little bit, so it was tough.  The wind was out there and it affected 

everybody. 

 

Q.  What I really liked about the play early on, especially yours, Rickie, there were a 

number of good shots there until he upstaged you late in the round.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, he one-upped me, that's for sure.  I definitely hit a good one when 

we needed it.  His bunker shot was one that didn't have a great lie but it was one that if you 

got it online, just kind of letting it feed down there and worked out perfectly.  Got us kind of 

jump-started a bit to go make two more after that and that was kind of the fun part of the 

round, for sure. 

 

Q.  One thing I did like, this is a strategic golf course and there were a number of 

times where you hit irons off the tee today in positions and that kind of worked out 

well for you, didn't it, Jimmy?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  It did.  Not like it was supposed to, but it ended up working out.  Some of 

the ones that you can really drive it down there on, the pins were kind of in some spots that if 

you didn't hit it perfect, it was going to be tough to get it close.  So we kind of figured a little 

further back, full shots, spin it in there.  So that's what's fun about this place is you've got 

options and it's however you want to play.  
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