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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TEAM SPAIN 
     RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO & JON RAHM  
   
24 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Delighted to be joined by the Spanish team currently leading the World Cup 

of Golf.  Talk about that last putt, Rafa.  That seemed to defy the laws of gravity.  I'm not 

sure how it dropped, but you must be delighted that it did.  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yes.  I hit a good putt, I thought I had holed it and then I 

don't know why, it just looked like it was going to miss right, and a little bit of someone up 

there in the wind made it like I don't know, a bit of backspin, yeah.  That was fun, yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  And ended up a great day for you both.  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yes.  I mean, 69, great score.  Tough day out there today.  I 

think, I mean I think we both played really good.  Jon played really solid, especially off the 

tee.  I putted good today.  I think we, I mean we filled in for each other pretty good during the 

day.  We stuck to our game plan.  I mean it's a good score, but I think also the one we 

deserve. 

 

MODERATOR:  Jon, you might not know each other that well, you play on different tours 

largely, but are you surprised how quickly you've jelled this week as a team?  

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I'm not that surprised.  At the end of the day we're both from the same 

country and we know each other pretty well just based on what we hear in news and what 

we know from even watching on TV.  And I was lucky enough to play with him a couple 

times in the U.S. Open so I got to know his game pretty well.  But yeah, it was like an 

express way to learn how to play with each other.  The first few holes with him I was still a 

little nervous just to be playing with him.  I was trying to make sure I didn't mess it up too 

much off the tee for him, but luckily I was able to place it in good spots and he took over the 

rest. 

 

Q.  Rafa, one for you.  We hear all week saying we never get to play team golf.  Three 

times for you this year.  Talk to us about representing Spain and Europe and 

obviously playing with Jon today.  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yeah, in team it's been two times only, but representing my 

country, Ryder Cup, Spain part of Europe obviously.  It's really nice.  I love to play 

representing my country.  I feel in a way that we always do so every week, but especially on 

a World Cup or the Olympics.  Obviously you get that national pride a bit more and it's a very 
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nice feeling.  It comes with some responsibility, of course, but I enjoy that. 

 

Q.  Jon, you might have said it earlier in the week and apologies if I missed it but is 

this your first time down here, and if so, what are your thoughts about Kingston 

Heath? 

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, it's my first time in Australia and I think obviously nothing bad to say 

about this place.  It's unbelievable beautiful.  The design is amazing.  The bunkering, it's 

incredible.  It makes you think off the tee.  It's great how you have many, many options off 

the tee.  You can hit irons, you can hit drivers and if you hit a good shot, you're really 

rewarded.  If you hit a bad shot with any of them, you're going to be penalized.  It's the 

beauty of this place you can get away with it, but if you hit a bad shot, most likely you're 

going to have to do something really good to come up with a par. 

 

Q.  Did you feel the golf course starting to firm up later throughout the course of 

today or was it pretty consistent throughout the course of your round? 

 

JON RAHM:  I think it started to firm up, especially the last few holes.  On 17 I teed off with 

a 4-iron just making sure I wouldn't get to the bushes on the right and I was expecting to be 

a lot shorter than it ended up.  I nearly hit 260 meters with a 4-iron, which is not very usual.  

And yesterday I had the same wind, hit the same shot and I was about 20 yards shorter.  So 

yeah, I do think it's going to firm up. 

 

Q.  Question for either one of you, but do you have a different game plan for tomorrow 

in the four-ball or are you sticking fairly similar to the approach you took today?  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  No, we do have a different game plan.  Obviously it's a 

completely different strategy how you play four-ball than how you play foursomes so we will 

obviously adjust accordingly and just in general lines.  One of us is going to be more 

aggressive, probably the first one playing the tee shot will try to play the aggressive shot and 

the second one will adapt accordingly.  

 

Q.  Rafa, can you just talk us through the selection process?  Jon I know is a fairly 

recent addition to the professional ranks and your thoughts about selecting him to 

come down here?  He's almost an unknown for a lot of us, I guess through last year?  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Well, I wasn't the first Spaniard myself, it was Sergio.  Sergio 

decided to pass it on to me.  So I don't know, I felt that the World Ranking is already a very 

fair system.  Jon had obviously had a great start of his career as a pro, so who was I to take 

away that opportunity from him?  He texted me a few weeks before the -- when I had to 

submit the team and he said that he really wanted to go, which was also nice to know.  But I 

pretty much answered him that whoever was next in the World Ranking, that was the one 

whom I was going to pick.  And he was, he was the next one.  So I just think that I didn't pick 

him, that he deserves to be here as much as I do. 
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Q.  Did you know much about him prior and some thoughts on Jon's game?  He's had 

some lovely things said about him since he's turned professional in particular.   

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yeah, obviously his amateur record is great and his 

professional record is only getting better every day.  So obviously a very talented player.  I 

got to play with him in the U.S. Open a couple practice rounds, which was nice to meet him, 

see his determination and his confidence in the game and that's obviously nice to be paired 

with someone that thinks big, that dreams big as well and is not afraid to say what he's 

thinking. 
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