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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TEAM SPAIN 
     RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO & JON RAHM  
   
24 November 2016  
 

 

Q.  Rafa, 69 for the team today.  What a way to finish with that last putt.  

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yes, that was a fun putt because when I was seeing it, it 

looked like I couldn't miss and then all of a sudden it could really miss and I don't know how 

it came back.  But yeah, it's been a good day.  I think we played good.  It was obviously 

tough and tricky with the wind.  But I mean Jon played great, I rolled some putts and hit 

some good shots as well, so I think it was a score we're proud of but also a score we 

deserve. 

 

Q.  Jon, you come into the tournament in great form after what you've done in the 

States in the last few months.    

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, I mean, to play in foursome and this kind of weather in this part of the 

world and this kind of course, you know, it's a little trickier than what I'm used to playing in 

the States, especially the first few tournaments being soft greens and spinning greens.  But 

obviously we planned our strategy which had me hitting most of the tee shots.  I did that.  I 

mean, I don't think I could have done any better.  And then he hit a couple of great shots, 

rolled some putts in and that's pretty much what we needed.  It wasn't so much about hitting 

great shots, it was about avoiding mistakes and we did that perfectly. 

 

Q.  Rafa, you've played a lot of golf courses.  Have you experienced anything like 

Kingston Heath before?   

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Yes, I've been lucky enough to play in this part of the world a 

couple times already.  Huntington. 

 

Q.  Huntingdale?   

 

RAFAEL CABRERA-BELLO:  Sorry, Huntingdale and Royal Melbourne, two great courses.  

Here this Sand Belt area is very nice.  We're also a little used to playing links style of 

courses but this is, I mean I really like it.  It's just really nice, really firm, nice greens, lots of 

sand, very deep bunkers, a bit of wind, normally warm weather.  Today not so much but it 

wasn't too bad.  So yeah, it's a nice area of the world to play golf. 

 

Q.  Did he pass some of that information on to you, Jon, during the practice rounds 

and then today about the golf course? 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

JON RAHM:  Well, the golf course is absolutely beautiful.  It's scary beautiful.  I think the 

bunkering on this course is probably about as good as I've ever seen in my life.  I mean, I'm 

22 so I haven't seen that many courses, but it still is probably one of the most beautiful 

bunkering and strategy courses that I've ever played, plus windy days like today make it 

even more beautiful.  It's very impressive how good of a course it is.  I haven't played the 

ones around, but I've heard they're just equally as good. 
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