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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   TEAM IRELAND 
    SHANE LOWRY & GRAEME McDOWELL   
24 November 2016  
 

 

Q.  Shane, bogeyed last but are you happy with the round today? 

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, we are.  I mean, we stood on the ninth tee 2 over, so yeah, I think 

we're pretty happy.  We had a couple of -- I missed a couple of short putts.  But we hung in 

there all day.  It was a tough day.  This is probably going to be the toughest day of the week 

to try to play our way into the tournament.  We made a good par on 16, a good par on 17 

from missing the greens.  And yeah, it was unfortunate to bogey the last especially when we 

thought walking down the fairway we were on the fairway, but that's the way it is.  We get 

out tomorrow in four-balls and hopefully make a few birdies and (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  Graeme, how much do you look forward in the sense of teeing off odds and evens 

before the round?  

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, listen, foursomes is one of the most difficult formats.  

There's no tougher format than foursomes.  It's so hard on your rhythm.  I hit my first drive of 

the day on the eighth tee today.  You go a long time without hitting putts.  Shane has a 

medium iron into  16, it's probably the first medium iron into the breeze he's hit all day.  It's 

a really difficult format of the game.  Especially on day one today, trying to get into the 

tournament on tough conditions on a difficult little golf course, we would have taken level par 

standing on the ninth tee, for sure.  I think we're very, very happy with that score.  At least 

you can go out tomorrow, loosen up a little bit and play some better ball, but today was a 

really important day just to hang in there. 

 

Q.  As Graeme, foursomes are hard but what positives can you bring onto the course 

on Saturday?  

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, we definitely have the course I think the way we want to play it.  

Me teeing off on odds and Graeme's off on evens, I think that sets up perfect for us.  So 

yeah, I think it sets up well.  I think, like I said, we would have taken level par if it was 

probably the worst score we could have shot.  So yeah, we're pretty happy.  We're just 

looking forward to tomorrow.  Four balls is obviously a little bit nicer, but then again, you 

can't be to aggressive on this golf course.  You still have to make your pars on the difficult 

holes and try to take your chances when you get them. 

 

Q.  How is the course playing out there today?   

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  It's a fantastic golf course.  The more you play it, the more you love 

this place.  It's a real test off the tee.  The green complexes are fantastic.  It's in phenomenal 
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condition this week and it's got half a dozen world-class golf holes at least.  A lot of fun just 

being out there.  Difficult conditions, and like Shane said, I think we've got our game plan 

just right and looking forward to getting back at it tomorrow. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

