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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TEAM USA 
      RICKIE FOWLER & JIMMY WALKER  
23 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  We want to welcome our American team here at the ISPS Handa World 

Cup of Golf, Rickie Fowler and Jimmy Walker.  We'll go ahead and get some opening 

comments on coming here to Australia, Rickie, and your excitement to be here at this event. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, definitely excited to be back.  I've played I think four events here, 

including a couple amateur events and two professional ones, so I've had some success 

down here.  Looking forward to continuing that.  Brought a great partner along.  Australia's a 

great country.  I've had a lot of fun getting to see different cities.  A little wet to start the 

week, but looks like we're going to get some good weather the rest of the week and looking 

forward to enjoying Melbourne a little bit. 

 

MODERATOR:  Jimmy, if you could comment about representing your country.  Obviously 

you had great success in the Ryder Cup this year but again you get to put on the red, white 

and blue and what that mean to you guys.   

 

JIMMY WALKER:  It means a lot, especially golf's such an individual sport and anytime you 

can get involved with a team event, whether it be a big team or just a two-man team, is really 

fun.  And I'm really honored that Rickie asked me to play.  He's a great partner.  We've had 

success in the past and look forward to continuing that this week.   

 

It's been nine years since I've been here.  I've played Kooyonga over in Adelaide a couple of 

times and played well there.  The golf course here reminds me a lot of that.  I think Rick and 

I both liked playing here yesterday so we got to see a little different look today with the wind.  

It's a good track, really is.  

 

Q.  What about your dynamic gives you confidence that you can take on players like 

Adam and Marc and Hideki?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I think we're going to both enjoy each other's company.  We like the 

same things, enjoy talking about cars and we've just got a lot of things in common.  I think 

that that will translate onto the golf course.  We get along good and we both had have a lot 

of drive and want to win and want to beat the other guy.  We've shown that in the past and 

just look forward to doing that again this week.  But I really enjoy Rickie.  I enjoy hanging out 

with good people and he's every bit of that, so that's why I enjoy hanging out with him. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think outside all that, obviously we love hanging out, we spend a lot of 

time on the golf course but also off.  Made a trip to his place to hang out for a few days last 
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year and we try and plan trips to see Butch in Vegas together.  I feel like our games are fairly 

similar or enough that it doesn't feel like we're playing alternate shot in a way when we do.  

Similar distances, easy to club off each other, and we see kind of the same shots and stuff 

like that, so it's fun.  We're both pretty easygoing out there on the golf course, so he's not 

going to get too upset at me, I'm not going to get upset at him.  Go hit it and find it and we'll 

move forward. 

 

Q.  Obviously you're in competition with the Aussies who have a fairly good 

knowledge of the course.  Jimmy, you haven't been here for a long time, and you're 

seeing the course for the first time, Rickie.  I'm not sure if you've seen it before.  Do 

you feel that's a distinct disadvantage straightaway in the competition or not at all? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I don't think so.  I think if it was an individual tournament it may be where 

course knowledge could play a little bit more into.  But the two of us, we go play well, it 

almost doesn't matter what the course is.  It's more the team that plays well together and is 

able to piece together.  Especially alternate shot, one guy can't exactly carry the team in that 

situation.  Best ball you can get away with it, but the two days we're going to play alternate 

shot, the two guys have to be working well together to get the most out of it.  Yeah, guys that 

have played here a few times before, it definitely helps, but I think a little bit less in a team 

atmosphere. 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, we've got two great caddies, Andy and Joe.  I mean, they're as 

good as it gets.  I think we're really good at traveling, taking our game on the road because 

we do it every week, picking apart a golf course, figuring out how it's playing.   

 

I think this is a great test.  I think it's very straightforward off the tee.  There's only a couple 

little blind shots, but we've got our lines picked out and I think off the tee is really good.  I 

think it sets up well for us.   

 

They had the pins all in the middle of the greens the last couple days, so it will be a little bit 

of, you know, thinking about where you want to put the ball on the green with some of these 

tough pins and giving yourself the best chances to make birdie.  I think we do good going 

course to course.  I think all of us do.  I don't think it's -- I think we both just kind of, you go 

every week and you've got to adapt every week.  Chipping, bunker game, greens are always 

a little different, everything's always a little different.  I think we've got good lines off the tee 

and I think it's pretty straightforward and we're excited. 

 

Q.  You guys touched on the actual match-up, but from an historical sense, does it 

excite you that it's Australia in the first match-up with the tournament?  Taking on 

Australia in the first match-up given the historical relevance between the two 

countries, does that excite you? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I figured that there's a decent chance that we'd be paired with the 

boys, both being good friends of ours.  Love playing with Scotty, same with Leish.  My 

caddie, his best friend is Marc's caddie, Matty, so it's going to be a fun day.  It would be nice 
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if we could kind of keep the mojo going, play well and stay with those boys through the 

week.  But we're looking forward to it.  They're going to be a tough team this week and it 

would be fun to get out and go push each other and get off to a good start. 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I just think there's a lot of really good teams here, it's not just the two of 

us.  It's four days.  Just keep taking it one day at a time, enjoy who you're playing with.  This 

is a pretty cool event.  I'm real excited to be here and be a part of it and be with my boy over 

here and have some laughs and poke some fun at each other and make some birdies. 

 

Q.  Rickie, you touched on it already, you obviously played the Olympics, the dynamic 

playing here as opposed to the Olympics in the different formats, does that change 

the team dynamic? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  The Olympics didn't really have a team feel at all other than having -- we 

were able to have four guys down there from the U.S.  It was fun to be able to be together 

and do stuff together through the week, but we were all there to play for ourselves and for 

the country. 

 

This definitely has a different feel.  It's fun to partner up with a good friend and go out there 

and enjoy it.  Like I said, I've given Jimmy the right-of-way to give me as much of a hard time 

out there as possible, just like we're playing a match getting ready for a tournament.  It's 

more fun that way just to try and push each other.  I think it brings out the best in the both of 

us. 

 

Q.  The last time the tournament was played, it had the individual component and it 

was stroke play.  What do you think of the changes of going to foursomes and best 

ball.  Also, Jimmy, you touched on it's a good track, I would like to hear what you 

actually like about the course. 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I think the alternate shot format is the true two-man team deal because 

both invested.  You can't hide anybody in alternate shot.  One guy in best ball can kind of 

save the day if the other guy's not playing good, but in alternate shot, you both have to have 

all your stuff together for the day.  So I think it's a great format, I mean it really is.  And to 

couple that with the best ball, a little more firepower.  And then the alternate shot, I think 

you're looking for both guys to be hitting it good.  You can still play a great round alternate 

shot, we've done it and I've seen it.   

 

But as far as the golf course goes, it's fun to play a place like this where the whole course, 

you can see the aerial view of this place when it was built, it was built as a golf club.  All the 

holes run together, it's very tightknit and you can see a lot of golf.  Especially from a 

spectator's standpoint, you can see a lot of golf in a lot of spots.   

 

It plays fast, there's not a lot of rough, nice green complexes.  Kind of a minimalist approach 

to taking care of the golf course.  I don't know, but just looking at it you wouldn't think that it 

takes a ton of money to upkeep the golf course where back in the States, we like rough this 
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tall and super lush green grass where here a little brown-out's nice and letting the ball roll 

and run.  It's different for us and it's fun, I think.  I think Rickie would agree that getting to 

come over here and play something like this is pretty special.  Why we don't do a little more 

of that at home, I don't know.  These guys are given huge tracts of land and put a golf 

course in over a huge amount of area where you're supposed to use it all where some of the 

really great golf courses in the world are all right there together because it was just a golf 

course.  I know that times have changed, but it's fun to be able to come back and get to play 

places like this where it's kind of a throwback. 

 

Q.  We had Tim Finchem in here not long ago who was asked about the possibility of 

brining a Tour event down to this part of the world every year.  He was noncommittal 

about that, but is the lure of the golf courses down here, are they special enough, 

would the players be prepared to come down here each year to experience this style 

of golf? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I haven't met anyone that doesn't enjoy playing down here, especially 

the Sandbelt.  I've been lucky enough to see some other places around the country.  The 

golf's great down here, but probably the best being around this area.   

 

I think the biggest part of getting guys down is always schedule, how it fits.  Guys won't 

necessarily just come down for one week and back.  Whether that kind of transitions into 

some of the stuff that we have in Asia and how that works out.  The game is definitely 

getting more and more global and guys are traveling a lot more than they used to 10, 20 

years ago as far as outside of the few guys that did.   

 

I love it down here, I love coming down here.  It's comfortable, there's no language barrier 

and that's nice since I only speak the one language.  I've got to work on broadening my 

horizons there.  But like I say, I haven't heard anyone say anything bad about the golf and 

everyone enjoys coming down here.  Part of it is I feel comfortable and the golf is great. 

 

Q.  This might be an obvious one, but what are your legitimate expectations this week 

knowing it's your first time at the course?  Where your games are at, both individually 

and collectively, and looking at the competition, what are your legitimate 

expectations? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Well, I know my partner feels good, I feel good.  I think we've got our 

eyes set on the trophy.  We were looking at it yesterday at the opening ceremonies and it 

would be fun to hoist that at the end of the week.  I think we're both in a good spot. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think it's been nice.  I played fairly well in China and then we've been 

able to get some time off to where it's relaxed and enjoy a little bit of the off time.  But I know 

the last couple weeks have actually been some good work time for us getting ready after a 

nice week off.  Even though there's work going on, just being able to hang at home and 

spend time with friends and family, it's nice to reset.  We knew that this has been on the 

schedule for a few months.  I've played well down here, Jimmy's played well down here and 
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this style of golf definitely fits our games and we both like to hit shots.  This is a place where 

you have to hit shots definitely off the tee and into the greens for sure. 

 

Q.  Can I ask on the trip over you got pranked at L.A. airport by Danny Lee.  Is that 

prank game going to continue throughout the week Down Under? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  No, I actually made that up.  I had accidentally left a water bottle in my 

backpack and I just happened to throw it on Danny for fun.  Yeah, it shows you how media 

can run with things.  But no, that was all fake. 

 

Q.  What would this trophy mean to you to bring it back to America and to American 

golf after a pretty incredible year for your country? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I think it would be cool.  Davis sent both of us a text the other day, "Go 

do what Freddie and I did back in the day, bring it home."  So that kind of resonated with me.  

I can remember watching that when that happened.  Four straight wins.  When he sent that 

out the other day, that was cool, captain wishing you luck.  He knows what's going on.  He 

knows two of his guys are going down here to play and have a chance to bring it home.  I 

know both of us enjoyed that. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, we've seen the trophy yesterday and kind of jokingly we looked 

over it and said that it's going to take two to hoist it.  It's a pretty big trophy.  And it's going to 

take two guys playing well together this week to win, so that's what we came down here to 

do.  We're going to give it our all and hopefully that puts us in the right spot come Sunday.  

But we've got a lot of work to do.  A lot of great teams down here this year. 

 

MODERATOR:  Gentlemen, thank you. 
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