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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TEAM IRELAND 
      SHANE LOWRY & GRAEME McDOWELL 
23 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Welcome to Team Ireland for the 58th edition of the World Cup.  Delighted 

for you to join us.  We'll start with you, Graeme.  I'm sure when Shane gave you the phone 

call to come and join you here at Kingston Heath, you jumped at the chance. 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, of course I did.  I wasn't sure if Rory was going to play, and 

when I found out that he wasn't going to play, I was hoping that Shane wasn't going to go 

too far down the list and give me the call.   

 

Shane and I, we practice a lot together, we spend a lot of time together during the season 

and we know a lot about each other's game, so very excited to be here.  Obviously thankful 

to my partner for giving me the pick, but great to be back in this part of the world.  

Melbourne's such an amazing city to come play golf in, and this format, it's so great to have 

the format back to alternate shot and best ball.   

 

I had an opportunity to play this event three or four times in the past in this format and it's 

fantastic.  I think some of the best experiences that I've had in the game of golf have been in 

the team format, Ryder Cups and Seve Trophies and the World Cup of Golf.  So here 

representing Ireland and playing alongside a great mate in a team format is very exciting 

and I think both of us are very up for it this week and very motivated and would love to be 

there come Sunday afternoon. 

 

MODERATOR:  Shane, you played the pro-am this morning.  How's the course playing and 

what's it going to take this week to get the win?  

 

SHANE LOWRY:  The course, we played 15 holes yesterday afternoon and my first six or 

seven holes this morning was, the golf course played quite easy and then the wind got up.  

Myself and Graeme had a game plan last night and we all of a sudden changed it after the 

round.   

 

But it's a great golf course, it's one of the best I've played.  I would love to see it dry out a 

little bit more.  I hope we don't get any more rain.  But yeah, it's going to be a tough test.  

Foursomes are going to be very difficult out there.  If you can shoot under par in foursomes, 

it's going to be a good score and then you try and make your score in the four-balls.  I think 

this golf course sets up well for myself and Graeme.  I think if we were going into a normal 

tournament, Graeme would be one of the names I would have there for a chance to win the 

tournament.  I just hope we can give ourselves a chance come Sunday.  You never know.  

Once you're there on Sunday afternoon with a chance, you never know what can happen. 
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Q.  Start with you, Graeme.  Lots of guys have come down here and raved about the 

courses and you've been amongst them.  What's the importance of that to the game 

more broadly?  We see golf every week on television, much of it doesn't look like this.  

Is there any importance to where the game is played and what the professional game 

can do to promote the game by where they choose to play tournaments? 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  I mean, obviously growing the game is kind of one of those big 

kind of buzz words of the minute.  How do we kind of keep the game of golf and elevate it 

back to where we all want it to be from a business and financial point of view, bring in more 

people to the game.  Obviously Olympics this year was a big step in that direction to bring 

the game of golf to the masses, but it's still a very elite and expensive sport.  

 

I was lucky to grow up in a part of the world where the game of golf was quite cheap and 

affordable.  I would have never have played the game of golf if it had been expensive.  

People always ask me the question why we produce so many great players in Ireland and I 

think it's because the game of golf is cheap and accessible and golf clubs welcome junior 

players.   

 

I feel when I come to Australia I get that same feeling, that the game of golf is really, really 

approachable for people.  Obviously this is one of the most amazing pieces of golfing land in 

the world down here in the Sandbelt so it's always great to come out.  I feel like the people 

have the same attitude towards the game of golf in this part of the world as where Shane 

and I grew up in Britain and Ireland.  They love it, they're educated and they're really, really 

passionate about their golf.   

 

Like I say, how do we make the game of golf faster and sexier and cooler and all these 

things.  It's a really difficult thing to do.  72-hole stroke golf, it takes a long time, we know 

that.  Faster formats to the game, a lot of smart people are working on that right now so 

we're obviously behind anything they can come up with.  In the meantime, this is a fantastic 

format this week and excited to be playing a golf course like Kingston Heath. 

 

Q.  Just on courses and the importance of courses in the growing of the game, some 

of the courses we see, I can't imagine a beginner playing the kind of golf there and 

wanting to go back and try it again.  This isn't that sort of place.  

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, like a lot of golf courses we play on the PGA Tour and Europe are 

very similar.  They're nothing to what's out there and it gets a bit the same.  It's nice to come 

and play a golf course like this where it's not just driver on every hole and wide fairways and 

big greens and it's a putting competition.  It's where to position the ball off the tee, making 

golf interesting.   

 

You know, like Graeme said about growing the game and about doing that, I think this 

format is great.  I think you see the Zurich Classic brought it in the States next year, a team 

event.  I think we need to make it more exciting.  I think we need to start doing something to 
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make golf quicker and more exciting.   

 

Yeah, I can only imagine how good it is to grow up playing on a golf course like this.  And 

you definitely produce more of a golfer fan on a course like this than you would on your 

straightforward parkland course, I fully believe that in this wind and I think that's why we're 

lucky where we grew up and we played on a lot of different golf courses like links courses in 

different conditions and we learned how to play golf.  We didn't learn how to swing the club, 

we learned how to play golf.  I think that's what golf's all about, it's playing the game and not 

swinging the club.   

 

Yeah, you've got guys like Adam Scott and Louis Oosthuizen and Rory McIlroy who swing 

the club absolutely perfectly, but we're all out here and we all can beat each other and we 

can get a round lower score than them even though we don't swing it as good as them, and 

that's what the game of golf is about.  I think we need to teach that to kids, to let them out on 

the golf course rather than out on the driving range.  That's the way of getting, growing the 

game of golf, I think, is just about playing golf more so than hitting balls. 

 

Q.  Just on this format, do you think we'll see players enjoying themselves more 

because you're playing as a team, more fun and more smiles than we might have in 

an individual 72-hole event? 

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Like, you know, you look at this week, I think there's a lot of guys down 

here this week that are playing with their friends.  Myself and Graeme are very good friends.  

I was very lucky when I turned pro that Graeme was with the same management company 

as me and somewhat took me under his wing.  I spent a lot of time with him, played a lot of 

practice rounds with him over the years. 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Took my money off me. 

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Tried my best anyway.  It's good to be playing in the different format.  I 

think it's exciting as well and it's that time of year where this is probably my 28th tournament 

this year and golf is getting a bit tough and it's getting a bit, you know, hard to go out and 

motivate yourself every day.  But it won't be that hard to go out there with Graeme. 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, to share the emotions of a Sunday afternoon with a friend 

coming down the stretch.  Hopefully, we'll be competing with a chance to win the golf 

tournament.  To be able to share that emotion, the experience.  The two guys that win 

together this weekend, it's a special thing in a game which is very individual.  Like I say, best 

experiences I've had in my career have been in team golf.  It's because you get a chance to 

share the emotions with someone else. 

 

Q.  Given this is a team event, are you expecting to give and take any sledging?  

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Is this the home of sledging here in Australia?  Was it invented 

down here?  I just played with Shane Warne this morning and Kevin Pietersen so we had a 
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bit of bouncer out there.  It was great times.  No, I mean, unless you're -- there's not a lot of 

sledging goes on in golf. 

 

Q.  Are you going to give sledging to other teams? 

 

SHANE LOWRY:  I'd like to.   

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Maybe in the bar on Sunday night.   

 

SHANE LOWRY:  If it means we might win, you never know. 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  No, I don't think we've got there yet in golf.  Maybe on the 16th 

hole at the Phoenix Open you might get a sledging off the crowds if you miss the green, 

you'll hear all about it.  But no, I don't think we've got there in golf just yet. 

 

Q.  Can I ask you to elaborate on your practice round with (inaudible.)  

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Obviously I've met the boys many times before, the Dunhill Links 

and over in Britain and stuff.  No, they're great lads.  Sam Newsome was our fourth and 

obviously three legends within their own sport.  We had a good time, we had great fun, we 

made some birdies.  Obviously Warne was giving me the ins and outs of where to hang out 

in Melbourne and where not to hang out.  Obviously KP's a great athlete.  He's only been 

playing the game for a couple of years but he's so passionate and crazy about the game of 

golf.   

 

It's always cool for us to meet other athletes in other sports that are so obsessed with our 

game of golf.  I think a lot of these guys, when they sort of retire from football or rugby or any 

other sports, golf is kind of where they end up.  And obviously Sam, he's an incredibly fit guy 

for his age and made some birdies out there and had a great time.  Drives the ball.  We had 

a good time.  Great lads, though. 

 

Q.  Shane, I might have missed it earlier and forgive me if I did, but obviously 

Graeme's played down in this part of the world in Melbourne.  Did you play much here 

as an amateur? 

 

SHANE LOWRY:  I played the Aussie Amateur in Adelaide at Royal Adelaide and I played 

the World Cup, the Wisner (sp?) trophy in Royal Adelaide as well.  I played the World Cup 

with Graeme in Melbourne.  This is my fourth time down here.   

 

Yeah, it's just a pity for us that it's so far away.  We probably would come down a little bit 

more if it was closer to home.  It's just so far away, it's just very hard to get down.  Especially 

your tournaments are at the time of year where we're kind of winding down for the year and 

looking for our offseason.  Yeah, I would like to get down here again.  I think going towards 

the end of my career, or in the next 10 years I would like to get down here a bit to play golf.  I 

would like to play in a couple of tournaments and maybe bring my family down in the future 
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and spend some time down here in Australia. 

 

Q.  This is a general assumption that the Australian team is the team to beat.  Do you 

guys see it that way as well and what do you have to do to beat them?  

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  I think there are potentially a couple of standout teams on paper.  

The Australian team would be one of the standout teams, for sure, but I really feel like it's 

fairly wide open.  I would say, personally speaking, I think we're sort of within the top-5 from 

a betting point of view.  I think we'll be one of the strongest teams here.  It's such a fun and 

unique format.  The foursomes are really going to be the key.  That's where I see the 

dispersion in scoring.  I think you'll see maybe a 10-shot dispersion from plus 5s to minus 

5s, but within the best ball there's be less dispersion in scoring.   

 

The foursomes are going to be the key.  Shane and I played lots of foursomes golf in our 

careers and I really feel like that's going to be the key to things.  There's no doubt the 

Aussies will be tough to beat and they'll have the pressure on them as well, but I really feel 

like we're going to be one of the strongest team in the field as well and looking forward to 

competing come Sunday afternoon hopefully. 

 

Q.  Do you both play Srixon?  

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Same golf ball.  Zero golf ball problems this week, which is 

awesome. 

 

Q.  Have you picked which holes you're going to tee off? 

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  Like Shane said, we had picked last night and we've now switched.  

It's a heads-or-tails scenario.  We're not going to let you know obviously.  The golf course is 

very in balance from a point of view of who's going to do the driving and the iron play and 

the putting and stuff, so certainly trying to break it down in our heads how it's going to play 

out.  Obviously if we hit fairways and greens, it's quite an in-balance golf course.  So we're 

suggesting that it might play difficult and we're switching our game plan accordingly.  

 

Q.  (Inaudible) one of Warne's nightspots.  

 

SHANE LOWRY:  Exactly.   

 

GRAEME McDOWELL:  I think he's already here this afternoon, so he's not going to be 

here this weekend to lead me astray.   
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