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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    TIM FINCHEM     
23 November 2016  
 

 

MODERATOR:  We welcome PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Finchem here to the interview 

room here at the ISPS Handa World Cup of Golf.  Obviously always exciting to come back to 

Australia, Commissioner.  If you could, some opening comments on being here at Kingston 

Heath for this year's event. 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Thank you, thank you for being here, and we obviously are delighted to be 

here.  I'll start off by making a few general comments.  I'm especially delighted to be here in 

front of a microphone that works. 

 

The World Cup, as we talked about last night with the players, has a long history in golf.  A 

competition that Arnold Palmer won six times, four times with Jack Nicklaus and twice with 

Sam Snead.  All the great players have played, many of them have won, including Peter 

Thomson from here in Australia who won twice, and our most recent victors in Adam Scott 

and Jason Day. 

 

So from start to finish it's been a good run, and I think as we look forward, we look at the 

World Cup as a vehicle that can help expedite the internationalization of the game.  On the 

heels of the Olympics, this event brings together a good group of players from all over the 

planet, two per country, and we look at it as something that can be built into a very 

substantial property.  That's not to say it hasn't been, but in the early years it was really a 

design to just create interest in certain places.  Now, in today's world, with global television 

and digital coverage, it's very different. 

 

So I think as we look forward to the vehicles that can really expedite the growth of the game 

internationally, we would certainly look at the World Cup as part of that mix. 

 

Secondly, I'll just mention we're delighted to be here at Kingston Heath.  This is a golf course 

that players here in Australia and players from various tournaments who have come from 

around the world have played over the years and think very highly of.  We really developed a 

wonderful working relationship here in Victoria over the past 20 years.  I know when we first 

came with the Presidents Cup in 1998 to Royal Melbourne, it was a terrific start to that.  To 

be able to come over and play Kingston Heath now as well adds to that.  But the reception 

that we've always got here is very, very positive. 

 

I wouldn't say, I wouldn't single out one place, but certainly there is no metropolitan area in 

the planet that is more sports oriented than Melbourne.  Incredible focus on sports by 

everyone here.  The investments that have been made by Victoria in the venues in all sports 

here is incredible, and to be part of that mix is, we think, very important for golf and golf on a 

global stage. 
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So for a lot of reasons of getting here and then reasons we're excited about being here this 

year, we think it's going to be a great week.  Our field is very strong, as you know, and it will 

be played on a great golf course and I'm looking forward to getting started tomorrow.  I'll be 

happy to try to answer your questions.  

 

Q.  Commissioner, what do you see is the future of the World Cup and obviously it 

was an annual event that now seems to have an uncertain future. 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Well, it's moved around on the calendar a little bit because -- well, for a 

variety of reasons, most recently dealing with the changes that come up with the Olympic 

Games is upsetting in the middle part of the season.  So it has its challenges in that regard. 

 

I think, though, as we look at it, I think we look at it as a property that can manifest itself as a 

leading event in golf, and part of that would be certainly the idea of positioning it on the 

calendar in a consistent fashion.  I don't think it matters whether it's every year or not, but 

maybe every other year. 

 

Right now we're also dealing with having gone through the first golf in the Olympics in Rio.  

We're looking at the calendar as it relates to 2020 in Tokyo and working on the adjustments 

for that.   

 

So once that's completed, then we'll begin the process of taking a harder look at the 

positioning of the World Cup going forward, what might maximize its position.  But there's no 

question that we love the history of the Cup and we love the way the players feel about it 

and we like the way that the players believe in the format.  We changed the format for a bit 

and I'll plead guilty on that.  Players didn't like the change, they let us know that, and now we 

have a format that I think is virtually universally supported as true team competition. 

 

So with that as background, I think we're prepared to really work hard to raise it two, three 

more bars and get it really positioned as one of the elite tournaments, although it's a very 

strong tournament already. 

 

Q.  Commissioner, recent history suggests that the PGA Tour coming to Australia has 

been for major events, the Presidents Cup in '98, coming back in a couple years, the 

World Cup twice now and individually sort of a big name comes and raises the profile 

of events here.  But given the strength of the events every time that happens, given 

the strength of the Australian core on the tour and the (inaudible,) is there potential 

for an annual Tour event in Australia in the near future? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Well, I wouldn't say -- we're always looking at opportunities and the things 

we can do.  I think in this next period of time, let's say the next four, five years given the fact 

that we're already scheduled to be here for the Presidents Cup again in '19 and we are 

looking at playing another World Cup here somewhere in that three to five, six-year period, 

we've determined to position staff here in Australia on a full-time basis, actually open an 
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office here.  That will give us an opportunity to work more closely with the golf organizations 

in Australia to see if there's anything we can do to be of assistance in growing the game 

generally and actually working with them in terms of perhaps the tournament. 

 

One of the things we've perhaps not done as good a job at as we would have liked since 

'98 is when we have been here with the Presidents Cup or the World Cup, we for whatever 

reason, because of the enormity of the task of staging these things at the level we try to do, 

we haven't put enough energy and resources perhaps into how you translate the popularity 

of those events to the event structure that's already in existence here or maybe add to that.  

That's one of the key things we would like to focus on going forward. 

 

The PGA Tour is organized to generate benefits to players, to help grow charity dollars to 

communities, but also to grow the game of golf.  We take all three of them very seriously.  

So the extent to which we can work with other tours to grow their impact, we would like to 

take advantage of that, whether it be through our brand or through our capabilities.   

 

We know from experience that growing the game starts with people getting excited about the 

great players in the game, like any other sport, and at a young age you show interest and 

you try to play the game and then you get better.  So we're not just interested in elite player 

development, we're interested in more people taking the game up, and in today's world there 

are unique challenges to that that really didn't exist 20 years ago in terms of how people 

spend their time. 

 

So we would like to assist in that and here in Australia we'll be in a better position to assist 

as we turn the corner after this week and get started to prepare for the Presidents Cup 

coming up. 

 

Q.  Commissioner, does that mean you'll pitch in to help the Australian PGA 

Championship or the Australian Open? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Well, it depends on those organizations and what they might want us to 

help them do.  It could be as simple as exchanging ideas.  It could be perhaps collectively 

reaching out to the business community and potential sponsors in a more efficient way, 

working with what we do with the Presidents Cup at the same time that we're helping these 

other events.  So it could take on different forms.  I wouldn't try to assume it would 

necessarily be anything, but I think we would want to make ourselves available. 

 

Q.  In that respect, too, pitch in with players, are dates being made that are not as 

conflicting as they have been with Thanksgiving and et cetera? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Say that one more time. 

 

Q.  Does that extend to helping with players to come down for the other tournaments 

or does it extend to changing dates so that things aren't as conflicting as they are at 

the moment with Thanksgiving, for example?  
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TIM FINCHEM:  One of the things that we on the players' side of it, certainly we could be 

available in communicating to players.  We learned a long time ago that players are of 

course independent contractors, but there's a difference between making all the information 

available about a tournament and saying you really, really need to go do something.  I think 

that's not necessarily productive.  But certainly in just working on different ways to approach 

things and making sure that best practices are reviewed and things that we might be able to 

assist with.   

 

Again, I'm not assuming anything here.  But since we're going to be here on a consistent 

basis now for a number of years, it just seemed to us it's time to make ourselves perhaps 

more available to be of assistance as needed. 

 

Q.  Commissioner, just back to the World Cup format, are you confident this is the 

best format for the World Cup moving forward or is this a litmus test for what might 

happen in future events? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Well, we went through a phase where we shifted to foursomes and four-ball 

and we liked that and the players reacted positively.  Then we left it simply because we felt 

that if we could focus on a larger purse and make it more an individual event, it might help 

the field. 

 

Well, we found that players really liked the other format, and actually going back to the other 

format, it's really helped the field this year.  So I think right now we would say yes, we like 

where we are, we like this format.  It's one that the players have embraced almost 

100 percent in our discussions when we went out and talked to a lot of players.  So when 

you can get that kind of support, I think you need to take advantage of it.  So it would be our 

intention to maintain that aspect of the format. 

 

I know there have been some questions raised about the way the field is composed in terms 

of selecting your teammate, and we like that process because it leads to -- I mean, you 

could probably point to this situation, that situation and raise a question, but generally it 

leads to players being more -- they're coming in here on a chance to win given the 

compatibility of who they're playing with. 

 

Q.  Just a question on your own role as commissioner.  As you come towards the end 

of your tenure, what would you like your legacy as commissioner of the PGA Tour to 

be? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Where did you hear I was coming to (inaudible).  (Laughter.)  Well, I've 

never really spent much time sitting around thinking about legacies and things like that; you 

just go to work and you work hard.  But I think the two things we've done well during my 

tenure which really have created the basis for success are, one, our team has really had a 

good working relationship with the players, and worked at it.  It doesn't just happen.  I think 

that's led to a lot of things, good things happening for us. 
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And then I think the other thing is that our senior managers have worked and prioritized 

getting the best people as we grow.  When my predecessor, Deane Beman, took the Tour to 

Florida, the entire staff of the Tour fit in two townhouses.  I think there were, what's that, 27 

employees?  And then today we have over 800 in our national headquarters operations and 

several thousand if you include our club operations.  But the number is really irrelevant.  The 

thing is that at every stage, the quality of the people that we have has improved.  When you 

have good people and creative people, people that can execute, they go out and get things 

done.   

 

I think those two things have really underpinned these various things that have allowed us, 

going back to those three missions, to have success.  We've generated more benefits to the 

players and that's attracted more elite player development because families look at golf now 

as a sport that they would like to see their son or daughter take up, because in addition to 

everything else, it's healthy and it's lucrative.   

 

And then our charity dollars have grown nicely and I think we've had an increasingly strong 

impact on growing the game.  So I feel very comfortable stepping away with that kind of 

progress. 

 

On the other hand, really, the thing that's difficult about leaving is that this is in my view the 

most exciting time for us, for organized golf competition and what's going to happen going 

forward because everything lends itself to golf.  The quality of television is going to continue 

to improve, that's great for golf.  Digital, it's great for golf.  Players who are coming up today 

are much more sophisticated and able to contribute back.  They really operate well on social 

media on a global basis and they contribute right from day one.  They're not out there five 

years and figuring it out.  They've already figured it out because of the internet, and when 

they're 10, 11, 12 years old, they're watching and they've become very sophisticated at a 

young age and that creates more value for sponsors and allows you to do more things.   

 

So it's a tough time to leave because the next few years are going to be very, very good.  

However, we have a great team, and Jay Monahan, who's going to take over in January is a 

superb executive and he'll be a great leader for the Tour.  Thank you for that question. 

 

Q.  Regarding Tiger Woods, do you imagine he'll be back playing on Tour next year? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  We, Ed Moorehouse and myself, he and I just got back from six days in the 

bush in Tasmania trekking, so we were off the grid.  So unless something else has 

happened, when we went into the bush, he was still scheduled to play at his event in the 

Bahamas.  So I think the world will be watching.   

 

I don't have any other comment except we're delighted to see him play, we hope he does 

play, and we're doing very, very well right now.  If Tiger Woods starts playing golf, he brings 

back all of that magic that he's had.  He's the only -- he's the only PGA Tour player around 

that's won 79 times.  If he were to get back even near that, even near the winning circle, I 
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think his impact will be whatever he finishes.  If he misses cuts, he'll have a huge impact, but 

if he were to be competitive, it would have a significant impact, so that would be very 

exciting.  Now, how it's going to happen, I'm not the one to predict how he's going to play. 

 

Q.  Just a followup question on the prospect of a PGA Tour event being played here, 

at the end of the day does it just really come down to -- I mean obviously availability 

of dates, but does it come down to money and having someone that can stump up the 

prize money? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  No, not really.  I mean, you have to make that happen, but really it's a 

scheduling issue in terms of we are -- our basic event schedule is wall to wall and now it's 

year-round, whereas five years ago we had some time off in the fall and now we don't.  So 

you have to be sensitive about your existing sponsors.   

 

We have been playing some in Asia for a while now and the World Golf Championship in 

Shanghai, and we play an event in Malaysia and we'll be playing one in Korea.  So I 

certainly am not saying that we would not necessarily -- necessarily not play a co-sanctioned 

event or some kind of event here.  We're always open to looking at anything.  It's just that in 

the immediate future, I think it would be tough.  We have no aversion to playing here.  The 

golf courses here are fabulous, people are wonderful, so sports oriented, and the galleries 

are terrific and knowledgeable.  It's just a question of how it would fit in the overall schedule. 

 

You know, over the next couple years we're here in more of a consistent presence, we'll pay 

attention to what people are saying and what they think about the possibilities and we'll learn 

from that.  But our first priority would be to build toward the Presidents Cup, and while we're 

doing that, make ourselves available to work with the organizations here to the extent that 

they might think it's important. 

 

Q.  Just grouping in a lot of that, are you encouraged by the next generation and their 

ability and their want and their desire to help grow the game and travel around the 

world?  Jordan Spieth's been here three years in a row, Rickie plays in Asia.  The 

younger group are happy to go and travel around the world maybe a bit more than the 

last 15 years or so.  Are you encouraged by that going forward? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Yes.  I think it's a combination of just the savvy that players have about 

global media, why it's important.  I think to an extent golf going in the Olympics has sort of 

opened their eyes even wider about why global competition is where it's going.  They pay a 

lot of attention to the other sports even though they don't play them and they see what a 

global presence for a sport does.  They recognize that we're one of the few sports that's 

played actively in involving millions of people on virtually every continent.  Not that many 

sports do and it puts us in a unique -- puts the game in a unique position to grow itself as a 

global presence. 

 

So I think they see all that and they also are smart from a marketing standpoint.  They know 

where the markets are for their own sponsors.  I've come to believe -- I didn't used to think 
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this, but I've come to believe that all that activity by a player is positive because they -- the 

more they get involved with their own sponsors, the more they learn why sponsors are 

important and why you have to do certain things with sponsors to respect them, what they 

need.  That helps us, too.  No, I think that it's a very positive time. 

 

Q.  Any good stories from Tasmania?   

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Tasmania?  

 

Q.  Yeah.  How'd it go? 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Well, I didn't take my clubs, so it was fantastic.  Ed Moorehouse had been 

down there with his wife.  They did a hotel-based outback.  We did a trek from Cradle 

Mountain down to Lake St. Clair and it was strenuous and it was six days.  We hiked all day 

every day.   

 

We had done a trek in Bhutan last year after the Presidents Cup and that's at a higher 

altitude, but the hiking in Tasmania's every bit as challenging.  Spectacular scenery, the 

people were wonderful.  There weren't many of them, you didn't see many people.  By about 

the fifth day I thought I was in a whole other world.  What a great way to clear your mind.  I'm 

just delighted we did it and I'm delighted that we did it here in Australia.  It was very fun. 

 

MODERATOR:  Thank you, Commissioner. 

 

TIM FINCHEM:  Thank you, all. 
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