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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TEAM AUSTRALIA 
      ADAM SCOTT & MARC LEISHMAN   
23 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Well, it's my great pleasure to welcome Team Australia to the World Cup, 

Adam Scott and Marc Leishman.  Is it nice to be home? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, great to be home.  Well, I only got to spend about 10 days in 

Australia last year, so really good to be back in Melbourne for the first time in a few years.  

Obviously excited about this week and playing with Scotty and making the most of this 

beautiful Melbourne weather. 

 

MODERATOR:  It's a big week, host team and also defending champions.  Plus, Adam, 

Kingston Heath you remember here, so you must have some good course knowledge that 

you can use to your advantage this week. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Hopefully we've got a little local knowledge over most of the field.  I know a 

few of the European guys have been here before.  We're talking about world-class players 

so I'm sure they'll figure it out pretty quick.   

 

Marc would have played here a fair bit growing up as well, and having won the Aussie 

Masters here a few years ago, I certainly feel pretty comfortable around here.  Yeah, maybe 

get a few members' bounces this week, wouldn't go astray.  But I think we're in for a good 

week.  As long as the wind kind of calms down a little bit, I think we'll see some good golf out 

there.  Obviously tomorrow and Saturday are the most challenging of the days being 

alternate shot.  If we can kind of hold our own in that, then I think we'll be in with a good 

shot. 

 

Q.  Scotty, when we looked at the 2011 Presidents Cup we always said internationals 

can win because we know Royal Melbourne and we're going to dominate.  Do we 

overestimate or underestimate the ability of the Americans and Europeans in this 

instance to come here and just pick things up like it's a normal Tour event, new week, 

new course? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think probably the landscape of global golf has changed a lot since that 

'98 Presidents Cup, for sure.  There was a period there where it seemed like certainly the 

American players were traveling less and favored staying in the States more.  I definitely 

think over the last seven or eight, 10 years I've seen a lot more of the young American 

players traveling a lot more.  You're seeing a lot more of the European players travel to 

America than we used to see, and then globally we have a lot more tournaments all around 

the world.   
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So we're playing so many varieties of golf course now, I think absolutely we may have 

underestimated everyone's ability to pick up on the little nuances of different styles of golf 

courses.  But certainly having played here a lot and having that experience and different 

winds and conditions like that, certainly still some local knowledge involved. 

 

Q.  Tim Finchem was asked about earlier the notion of perhaps playing a PGA Tour 

event around the Sandbelt each year.  The players rave about it all the time.  What 

realistically needs to happen to make that a genuine possibility from the player's 

perspective, perhaps having a big event down here each year? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I think a sponsor is the biggest thing.  I think to lure the guys from the 

PGA Tour down to Australia, it's a long way, especially when they've played a full schedule 

in America that year.  To get a sponsor that's willing to put up enough money is a big deal.  

Yeah, I think that's the biggest thing really.  I think the players would come if it was, you 

know, if they could maybe play a couple of events and it wasn't right on Thanksgiving.  I 

think that's a big deal, the date and sponsors. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think the golf courses are good enough obviously to attract guys down.  

We've got next year three events in this region, let's say, late in the season in Asia and not 

all top players will play all three of those.  They're going to pick and choose.  If it was 

possible to put one more in in Australia, then I'm sure we'll get a handful of top players that 

choose this and favor this one on a great course over some of the other ones in Asia if we're 

comparing apples to apples.  It's late in the year and everyone's priorities are different at this 

time, but I don't think it's unrealistic to expect that we would get good fields if we had a PGA 

Tour-sanctioned event down here. 

 

Q.  Marc, can you talk a little bit about the phone call from Adam to play in this, where 

you were and your reaction to the phone call? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I was just at home.  We had spoken, I played Jason's about two weeks 

earlier and he wasn't able to play his charity day and then he wasn't able to play my charity 

day about a week and a half later.  I just sort of sent Adam a quick text, if Jason isn't able to 

play, I said I would love to be there.   

 

Then yeah, he spoke to me probably, when was that, right before Malaysia, I guess.  

Probably mid October.  I can't remember where I was, but I remember I was next to my wife 

and she knew it was a pretty good phone call because I had a huge smile on my face.  It's 

something I've always wanted to do.  I've been lucky enough to represent my country as an 

amateur but never as a professional.  Obviously wasn't able to go to the Olympics this year, 

which is disappointing, but to be able to play next to Scotty in what's pretty much my 

hometown on one of my favorite golf courses in the world, that was a pretty special call to 

get from Adam. 

 

Q.  Obviously golf is an individual sport for the most part but what does it mean to 
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you, I know you almost answered, Marc, but Adam, to represent Australia as you've 

done in the past, what are the extra feelings you get from that? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Obviously we're very proud Aussies, we're a very proud sporting country.  

Marc and I play overseas 99 percent of the year and I feel like I represent Australia every 

week I tee it up.  Even though I may not be playing for Australia that week I'm announced on 

the tee every week from Australia and I certainly feel proud about that.   

 

But this week being a team event, it's slightly different.  There aren't any team events other 

than this that we play in representing Australia.  The Presidents Cup, sure, we represent 

Australia but the team is the internationals.  I think this is a unique opportunity for us.  

They've gone as far as changing the format from the last World Cup to try and reinvigorate 

this event later in the season every other year that guys are interested to play a real team 

event and change things up and I think it's a good time of year for it and it's got a great 

history behind it, this tournament.  This is a fun week for us, and I've played in three or four 

of these before and my feedback after the last one with Jason was it was great to win but it 

was just a shame that we didn't play one round together through the event.  It didn't have 

that team feel even though we were playing as a team.  This week will be a lot more fun for 

Marc and I going around together all four days. 

 

Q.  Phenomenal field, three top-10 players in the field, I think 14 of the top-50.  Who do 

you see is your biggest competition? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  The Americans are going to be very strong.  Obviously Rickie has 

proved himself over the last few years and Jimmy's a major champion so they're going to be 

a strong team.  I think the Japanese team of Hideki and Ryo are going to be really strong. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  The Swedish team.  I think Hideki and Alex Noren are the two hottest 

players in the world at the moment and probably can't be overlooked.  I think there are a lot 

of teams that definitely could surprise people this week.  This golf course isn't a long 

bomber's course.  It's going to not favor length at all, it's going to favor precision.   

 

Any of these teams that figure out how to play this course -- I think straightaway of Ireland 

with Shane and Graeme, they've grown up on somewhat similar style green 

complexes -- have a good chance to shoot good scores this week.  I think there's too many 

to say that we're favorites or who our competition is.  There's so many good players, like you 

said. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Especially the way the weather's predicted to be.  It's going to be like 

this pretty much every day, I think, so that brings a lot more teams into it as well.  

 

Q.  Adam, to win the title again at home, what would that mean to you? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, it would give -- it would be a pretty special thing, I must say.  I saw 

the World Cup trophy at home just the other week and knowing I was coming here brought 
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back a lot of good memories.  If we were able to win in this format, you know, I think it would 

be great memories for Marc and I to share that experience.  I think there's nothing much 

better than winning on home soil.  I'm sure we'll have lots of support out there this week, so 

hopefully we can produce good golf and everyone get excited coming out there.   

 

Q.  You guys have had some pretty special moments together including playing 

together at the final round of your Masters victory.  How special would to be to lift the 

trophy together considering your history?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it would be great.  I've spoken a fair bit about the Masters in 

2013, how good it was to be out there together.  Obviously it wasn't the result I was after, but 

to be there for Scotty when he won his first major, holed that putt on 18, it was a pretty 

awesome moment.  Obviously I was disappointed that I didn't have a chance there right at 

the end, but a lot of people talk about that photo with me fist pumping in the background.  I 

don't really feel like it's -- I feel like I was just doing what every other person in Australia was 

doing at that exact time.  To be there in the front row to see that was pretty awesome.  Like I 

said earlier in the week, I hope that one of us has a putt to win this week and we can 

replicate that photo.  There's a lot of work to do now and then before we can do that. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think Marc and I having played in a couple Presidents Cup teams 

together, too, and having lost both of those occasions have a little something to prove to 

ourselves this week.  We've partnered with each other in those matches and I think this can 

go a long way in team events going forward for us as well.  We have a little experience 

playing together and I think we can draw on those negatives from before and turn it into a 

real positive this week. 

 

Q.  Adam, I understand that you weren't entirely happy with your game on the 

weekend.  How did you feel when you were out there today having a practice and 

where's your game at? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think it's improved the last couple of days.  I played really nicely 

today, so I'm very happy with that.  Hopefully that comes back out with me tomorrow and 

then Marc will be happy with that, too.  I'm comfortable with where it's at.  I think I've done 

enough the last couple of days to settle myself down and hopefully just get into the rhythm of 

it this week and we'll get going in the right direction early. 

 

Q.  You two have been happy about playing alongside your teammate for a change, 

but what about the other changes going to foursomes and four-ball?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think it's probably a good move to create a little more interest in it and 

challenge us as well.  These are not formats we play very often and hopefully everyone here 

who watches finds it interesting also. 

 

I'm really positive about what they've done so far with this event and I'm sure we're going to 

get, no matter what, great champions this week and hopefully it goes from strength to 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


5 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

strength. 

 

Q.  Have you preferred that format in the past? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I'm used to playing it, I guess, every couple of years with the Presidents 

Cup.  Alternate shot is challenging.  The best ball is fun if you're both playing well because 

you can really attack the golf course.  Hopefully some of the challenges and the benefits of 

this format show up this week and it's not too windy where the scoring is difficult. 

 

Q.  Just, Adam, being first up tomorrow against Rickie and Jimmy, A, are you 

surprised you're playing them first up, and B, does that raise your excitement levels 

with the Americans first up? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It's a good pairing.  It will be a fun group, I think.  A lot of people enjoy 

watching us play with the American guys tomorrow, but it doesn't really matter who we play.  

I think the important thing for us is a solid round tomorrow in the tougher format.  That's what 

we've got to do well.  I'm not too worried about who we're playing with once we're out there 

at all. 

 

Q.  Leish, G-Mac was just in here and he said he played the pro-am with Warne and he 

showed him a few of the hot spots to tour around Melbourne, bars and things.  Is 

Warne your secret member of the team that you sort of put on the case for Australia 

this week to stitch the Irish guys up? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I hope he takes him there.  Yeah, I saw him briefly, we were walking up 

the first.  I didn't realize that's who he was playing with.  Yeah, obviously there's a lot of 

awesome places around Melbourne.  I hope Warne can take him out and enjoy them. 

 

Q.  You seemed to suggest earlier that the format might make it a more open event for 

the tournament, and the second thing, you've been a vocal critic of the Olympics 

obviously.  Would this format be something you'd be happy to see used for the 

games?   

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think it could be a positive thing for the Olympics if they used this format, 

but you're always going to face scheduling issues with the Olympics being in the middle of 

the year.  So I don't really know what the answer is for that.  It will just be what it will be.  

And the first part of your question was?  

 

Q.  The format making it a more open event? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think so.  I think it will, which is a good thing.  You know, I think I've seen 

through the Presidents Cup you can really stack team events in the favor of a stronger team 

by certain formats.  I would guess if it was just stroke play, then more often than not after so 

many rounds, the stronger team's going to come out in front.  So I think certainly the 

alternate shot opens it up because momentum's huge in the alternate shot and if you start 
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getting a little off, bogeys can add up quickly.  And in match play, it's just one hole that 

you're conceding, but when you've got to actually putt out in alternate shot, start hacking it 

out of the ti-tree and stuff, 7s and 8s might appear and that can set you a long way back 

because it's hard to get in a rhythm.  I think that's what we're going to look tomorrow.  It's got 

to be a solid day of golf, fairways and greens and try to get a couple to go and just manage 

to stay in a little bit of a rhythm where we're not falling behind. 

 

Q.  Which begs the question, when we chop it around in foursomes, the rule on the 

tee is nobody has to say sorry.  Is it the same when you get to your level, or if you hit 

it in the ti-tree, do you need to apologize to Adam? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  No, I won’t be apologizing. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  He wouldn't hit it in there anyway. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  No, it's one of those things obviously every shot you're trying to do your 

best.  We're probably both going to hit bad shots at some point over the two days of 

foursomes so we might be in some average positions, but hopefully they won't be too bad 

and whoever's got that next shot will be able to hit a good shot and put us back in the hole.  

Especially when it's cold it's difficult because you're not hitting as many shots.  You could go 

a couple of holes without hitting a full shot, so it's important to stay loose.  Yeah, just try and 

get that momentum going forward rather than halting. 

 

MODERATOR:  Adam, Marc, thank you very much for joining us.  Best of luck this week. 
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