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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TEAM VENEZUELA 
      JHONATTAN VEGAS & JULIO VEGAS 
22 November 2016  
 

 

MODERATOR:  Welcome our Venezuelan Team, brothers Julio and Jhonattan Vegas.  It's 

got to be exciting to make a field like this, but to get a chance to play with your brother 

probably makes it equally special.  We'll start with Jhon and just some opening comments 

on being here and being able to do so with your brother. 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, obviously being here and playing the World Cup is always a 

great event.  It's always fun to be here, no matter who you're playing with.  To be able to 

play with your brother is even more special event.  It makes it even that more fun, even that 

more special to represent your country but at the same time to represent your family and go 

out as brothers and give it a go.  It should be fun. 

 

MODERATOR:  Julio, when you got the invitation to come play, how excited were you to get 

to be in this event with Jhon?  

 

JULIO VEGAS:  It was great.  We have played before and from past experience it's been 

awesome, so it's going to be fun to be with him at the course. 

 

Q.  Jhonattan, you played in Sidney list week.  This has been your first experience 

with golf (inaudible.)  

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yes, first time here.  Got here yesterday, so we haven't seen a ton 

but what I've seen has been good. 

 

Q.  Julio, we know very little about you.   

 

JULIO VEGAS:  Yeah, I played college golf in Austin, north of Texas, and the last few years 

I've been playing in South America, Latinoamerica. 

 

Q.  You were teammates with Jordan Spieth, is that correct? 

 

JULIO VEGAS:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Speaking of Jordan Spieth, how was that college experience?  Did you see him 

turning into what he has turned into? 

 

JULIO VEGAS:  Yeah, I think everybody knew he was going to be good.  We didn't know 

how good he was going to be.  I guess he kind of blew everybody's mind.  But we knew, we 

knew he was going to be that good. 
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Q.  What did you see, his work ethic or just his game, was he just that clutch guy?  

 

JULIO VEGAS:  Yeah, he was really mature, that's one of the first things I noticed from him.  

He was super consistent guy, hit a bunch of fairways, bunch of greens, great around the 

greens.  So we kind of knew he was going to be that good, but he's great now. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JULIO VEGAS:  We did, we did.  We had a great time in school.  It was fun. 

 

Q.  Did you both play the course last week?  Just your thoughts (inaudible) two steps 

forward, one step back.  Julio, your form coming into this week and the opportunity to 

play together? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, obviously the big thing coming this week was being able to 

adjust to the different type of golf courses here.  That's kind of why we made an effort to play 

in Sidney last week.  It's obviously one of the most famous courses here in Australia, just to 

get our feet kind of wet about playing golf in Australia.  It was good, I felt good.  Julio didn't 

have quite the same (inaudible) that I did, but it was good really getting it out there, hitting 

shots, hitting chip shots around firm surfaces and the firm greens, undulated areas around 

the greens.  So it was kind of good getting out there and starting to feel what Australian golf 

looks like and we both felt pretty good about it.  We really liked it.  We kind of grew up in 

fairly similar conditions and so it should be a fun week here.  I feel we're both playing good 

golf and the goal here is to win. 

 

Q.  Did you have the same format, two together?  Is that harder or easier being with 

your brother?  

 

JULIO VEGAS:  He hit it really far and I'll be hitting short irons, so I'm real excited about it.  

Yeah, we have done it before, so it's not the first time we've played together.  We have A 

couple times. I know it's a lot of fun, so I'm very excited. 

 

Q.  How's your relationship off the course?  

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  I'm the older brother, so he'd better listen.  No, it's like anything.  

We've just got to go there.  We've played a lot of amateur events in the past together and 

we've had a lot of success playing together.  I think it's the ability to get along super well on 

the course and just kind of manage some of those tough situations where you hit a bad shot 

or so far that you can just take it for the team and recover from it.  I think that's what kind of 

makes these tournaments so special.  It's not only about playing by yourself, but it's about 

teaming up so well to have a good tournament.  We've been able to do it in the past and I 

think we'll have a good week.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   
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JHONATTAN VEGAS:  It will be, for sure.  We've played so much together, obviously since 

we've been little kids and we practice a lot together when we're home.  We know each other 

extremely well, I know what he hits, how far he hits it, his misses, everything about it.  I think 

that's going to be definitely a big key. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  From what I've heard, I played with Adam Scott last week the first 

two days and he was definitely giving me some information about it.  Short course, tight, the 

wind plays a big factor on how difficult the course plays.  But it's a course that you have to 

keep the ball in play and leave it in the right position.  It's not about a powerful course, it's 

about really thinking your way around it.  I'm excited to see it. 

 

Q.  You said that last week (inaudible) a little bit.  What's the golf culture like 

(inaudible.)  

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, it's not a big sport obviously.  We're far, far from being a big 

sport, but it definitely has traditions.  Golf has been played in Venezuela since probably the 

'50s or even before that.  So I mean we've seen a lot of professionals even play here at the 

World Cup in the past.  My golf teacher actually has played it three times.  So obviously 

there's a little tradition of golf there.  This tournament actually for our country has always 

been a big tournament where guys used to, before used to really prepare themselves to try 

to make the World Cup and play and represent the country.  So it's going to be a tournament 

followed well in Venezuela and we hope to do well so we create a little more traction. 

 

Q.  (Question about jet lag.) 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  I am, but for some reason I've got some allergies going that are 

driving me crazy.  They started last week but I'm still battling that.  It should be fine, I feel 

good.  It's just something that we have to deal with as professionals, I guess. 

 

Q.  We asked the Scottish guys before, if there was a tournament here every year, 

would you come to Melbourne to play on the Tour, would you come?  

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Oh, definitely.  One, it's a great country, great people.  All the 

people that I've met have been phenomenal people.  They kind of really match kind of how 

we Venezuelans are to an extent.  Golf historically here is massive.  I was really surprised by 

the crowds last week at the Open.  So yeah, I wouldn't even doubt it.  I wouldn't even doubt 

it that the World Cup was here.  It's been a long year for me, but it will be such a fun 

experience just to be here and playing that we didn't even think about not coming. 

 

Q.  Are there any other golfers in your family, any brothers or sisters? 

 

JULIO VEGAS:  Fortunately, my whole family play golf.  My little brother played golf, my 
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older brother Carlos played golf, my mom played golf, my dad played golf, big fan.  So it's a 

lot of fun when we get together and spend some time together as a family. 

 

Q.  Is your younger brother (inaudible)?  

 

JULIO VEGAS:  No, no, he quit, but he's still around the golf game. 
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