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MODERATOR:  I want to welcome our Team Scotland here to the media center at the ISPS 

Handa World Cup of Golf.  We have Russell Knox and Duncan Stewart.  We start with 

Russell.  Career years for both of you.  Duncan, congratulations on getting your European 

Tour card, and your victories.  Russell, two PGA Tour wins last season, a trip to the TOUR 

Championship.  How good would it be to cap it off here at the World Cup of Golf?  

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  Yeah, absolutely.  It's an honor to be here to represent your country, and 

play with your best friend in a tournament is pretty rare.  So yeah, it's obviously been an 

amazing year for me, the best of my life so far.  To have the opportunity to play here and 

hopefully do well is a dream come true. 

 

MODERATOR:  Duncan, just some opening thoughts on playing in this team event and 

getting the call from Russell to be your partner. 

 

DUNCAN STEWART:  I'm just happy to be here.  It's been a good year for me as well, my 

best year I've had.  So we're both playing well.  And when Russell first mentioned it, I kind of 

thought he was a little bit joking when I was out at the Irish Open, he texted me in August, 

the week he won the Travelers, and I've been buzzing ever since to get here.  Any chance 

you get to represent your country, it's a great honor, and in the team format.  As Russell 

said, when you're teaming up with one of your best friends, we're going out there to have a 

lot of fun and hopefully we can have a good week. 

 

MODERATOR:  For those that don't know, Russell and Duncan were college roommates at 

Jacksonville University.  Russell, what took two boys out of Scotland and got them to north 

Florida?  

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  I don't really know.  It's kind of interesting where you end up.  My goal 

was always to play college golf in the U.S., so I was able to go there and picked Jacksonville 

University.  Just so happened that Duncan kind of came along a week or so after, which was 

great.  So we knew each other since we were 10, 12 years old and so it was really cool to be 

attached at the hip for four years and play college golf with someone that you've known for a 

long time. 

 

Q.  Russell, first, as you were just saying, the PGA Tour announced a similar format 

team event for the PGA Tour next year.  Your selection of Duncan has been perhaps a 

little contentious among some.  We saw some controversy with Chris Wood picking 

Andy Sullivan, Lee Westwood missing out.  What are the potential pitfalls of sort of 

being able to pick your best mates and your own thoughts on the reaction of other 
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people to you picking Duncan?  

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  Duncan and I are obviously best friends but I didn't pick him because 

he's my best friend.  I think Duncan deserves to be here as much as anyone else.  He's had 

an unbelievable year.  He's earned his way onto the European Tour through the Challenge 

Tour.  He won a tournament.  Other than myself and probably Colin Montgomerie, he's the 

only other Scot to have won a tournament, which is massive.   

 

So I definitely didn't pick him because he's my best friend.  I mean obviously he is, but he 

earned his right to be here, I think.  So yeah, I mean, I did nothing wrong picking him.  I 

mean, if people who complained complain about the format of the pick, I could pick anyone 

in the top-500 in the world and I did.  I don't really care what other people think. 

 

Q.  Both of you guys, could I just get your first impressions of the course?  Obviously 

completely different today to yesterday.  What are your thoughts having seen it 

yesterday and today? 

 

DUNCAN STEWART:  It's a great golf course.  It's very Scottish-esque, it's linksy.  

Obviously yesterday was very hot and very windy.  I think it's going to be a bit cooler this 

week, with a little bit of wind, which I think we're both going to like.  But it's fantastic, a great 

layout. 

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  Yeah, same thing.  It was tough to get a gauge of it yesterday because 

you're not going to see that wind again, but it looks fantastic.  Looks like there's going to be 

a lot of strategy involved.  There's a great mix of holes and it's going to be a fun test on the 

greens I think. 

 

Q.  For both of you again, it's obviously a long way to come but you guys seem to be 

world players.  Would you be more inclined to come down to Australia every year if 

there was an event on the European Tour or the PGA Tour?  

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  Yeah, this is my first time to Australia.  I would have loved to have 

played in the tournament last week or the tournament next week, the PGA, but I have a wife 

and we'll just leave it at that. 

 

Q.  If it became part of the schedule, if it was integrated, if it was a regular event, 

would you be happy to come this far because it seems to be sort of the one thing 

holding back.  There's an Asian swing, but would you come just a little bit further 

south if there was a tournament on? 

 

RUSSELL KNOX:  Yeah, absolutely.  This is obviously my first time here, like I said, but I'm 

going to love it.  I went to Sidney last week for a little holiday and we had a great time.  But 

no, it's an amazing country and the golf course obviously has an extremely good reputation.  

If you're going to sit on a plane for 12 hours, well, 16 hours, another four's not going to kill 

you or whatever.  No, I would love to come here multiple years, yeah. 
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