
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
 
PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TEAM SWEDEN 
      ALEX NOREN & DAVID LINGMERTH 
22 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Many thanks for joining us, Team Sweden.  Delighted to welcome you to 

the 58th edition of the World Cup.  Alex, after an incredible season, this would be the cherry 

on a very large cake to top it off with a World Cup win. 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah.  It's nice to be here.  I love the course already.  I played a few holes 

and I've been down this way a few times playing Huntingdale but this is very nice.  It's a 

great change playing with David.  I'm looking forward to it a lot. 

 

MODERATOR:  David, must give you a lot of confidence to know you've got one of the 

world's hottest players by your side this week. 

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  Absolutely.  No pressure, yeah.  Everybody's been telling me just to 

put the ball in play this week and then Alex will take care of the rest.  No, it's going to be a lot 

of fun.  Alex is a great guy.  We're just getting to know each other better and playing a team 

tournament, something that we don't do a lot.  It's something I really enjoy.  I played a lot of 

ice hockey growing up and I know Alex played some team sports also growing up.  I've 

always loved that team aspect of things, so that's a fun change of things from the regular 

Tour tournaments.  But then again, it's not really like any other team sport.  We're still going 

to go about things kind of normal with our own caddies, but just a good change of pace.  

We're really happy to be here.  Everyone's been raising about Kingston Heath and it's a 

fantastic golf course, so I'm sure it's going to be an awesome week. 

 

Q.  You're the hottest player on the planet, maybe you and Hideki.  You're obviously 

(inaudible,) that's what people think.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, it's good that they think so because I don't really think so.  You know, 

golf is a tough game and as everybody else, we just play golf and you appreciate the ups.  

But it's a new week and it's not like my game is perfect every week, it just happened to be a 

good stretch.  And I'm still feeling a little bit nervous before this week as I am every week.  

But obviously it's nice to come up with some good tournaments and your confidence builds.  

A little bit straighter than the last few years so I'm looking forward to it.  But I don't see 

myself as the hottest player.    

 

Q.  How well do you know each other?  

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  We've gotten to know each other a little bit better maybe the last 

couple years just maybe playing the same tournaments a few times a year, but we really 
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haven't seen each other a lot.  And growing up, Alex is maybe four years older than me or 

something like that, so we weren't really playing the same tournaments growing up either.  

Like we said before, we have a clean slate, no bad memories.  We'll get to know each other 

well here this week and have some fun. 

 

Q.  I asked the previous team just in terms of your combinations, you've both played 

some balls out here.  Have you had a chance to work out which holes you might play? 

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  I think I've played all 18, Alex hasn't played all 18 this week.  But I 

feel like we'll play in the pro-am again tomorrow, I think we're both early in the pro-am and 

maybe we'll have a sit-down after that and just talk things through what might work best for 

us.  Yeah, I think it will come to us, I think we'll figure it out. 

 

Q.  (Question about sandbelt courses.) 

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  I think it's good.  We talked about it a few times.  It plays kind of like 

Scottish golf, kind of links-ey, firm fairways and firm greens with some very penalizing 

bunkers and stuff.  I feel like in Scotland you can miss it left and right a little bit more and be 

in the tall stuff where you still have a shot.  Out here there's some really nasty spots with 

bushes and you can lose your ball.  That's the main difference I feel like.  It reminds you a 

little bit of Scottish golf, hopefully with just a little bit better weather.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, we play a lot of courses that play similar.  This is one of the best 

courses I've seen.  Yeah, very much like links golf.  We play, I don't know how all the course 

in the U.S is but this feels like it's getting pretty firm and a few of the tee shots today played 

longer probably than it will in the tournament when it dries up.  But the caddies are really 

good with all the yardages and how far you hit it.  The caddies have been around here a few 

times so that helps.  But yeah, it's quite similar style to what we play a lot. 

 

Q.  Is this the end of the year for both of you? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  For me, yes. 

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  Yes. 

 

Q.  At 9 in the world, you can choose what you want to do now.  Does it change your 

plans for the coming years? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  It changes the opportunity to choose tournaments.  Before I kind of qualified 

for the majors, played the qualifications for them and it's not as easy to plan next year.  I 

think it's going to be a lot easier to plan.  Until May I'll play a lot in the U.S. and then a lot in 

Europe after May.  So it's going to be a good wintertime for me I think training-wise. 

 

Q.  But you haven't thought about switching more permanently? 
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ALEX NOREN:  My goal as always has been to play the best tournaments against the best 

players, and I think those eight tournaments, the WGCs and the majors, are the toughest 

and the best that we have.  And then if I can play around that to mix it up in the U.S. and 

Europe, that would be ideal for me because I love playing in America.  I went to college 

there.  I also love playing on the European Tour with all the friends.  I think we have a super 

schedule, they just announced the Rolex Series next year, so they're giving us great 

opportunities. 

 

Q.  (Question about the World Cup field.)  

 

DAVID LINGMERTH:  It's a tough one, there's so many good players here.  I mean, U.S. 

with Rickie and Jimmy, have to put them up there.  But I think there's, I don't know, there's 

good players all over the place.  Spain has a good team.  I think Japan with Ryo and Hideki.  

Like you said, Hideki's one of the hottest players.  There's a lot of good teams there.  I 

haven't really looked into it too much.  I know we're going to have to play really well to have 

a chance. 

 

Q.  Are you guys tennis fans? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Tennis? 

 

Q.  Have you seen the Swedish tennis fans who come down to the Australian Open 

before? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I don't know really. 

 

Q.  Do you expect to see (inaudible.)   

 

ALEX NOREN:  There's probably a few golf nuts that come down.  I don't expect much all 

the way down here, no.  It's far away. 
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