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Q.  (In progress) ... inaugural PowerShares QQQ Championship and the inaugural 

Charles Schwab Playoffs event.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, it's exciting.  My hat's off to PowerShares and QQQ for their 

support and they couldn't have done a better job, and to my buddy O.D. Vincent, former 

UCLA coach, it worked out all right, he did a great job.  The members here at Sherwood, we 

couldn't have been treated any better and the golf course is in great shape, so I'm very 

happy and humbled to be the champ. 

 

Q.  It was kind of a duel down to the end there, the Scottish weather moved in there 

and it looked like the Scotsman was trying to run you down, but a couple of birdies, 

including one on the hardest hole of the day, which was the 15th hole.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Yeah, it was just hit a great 6-iron in there and it ended up perfect.  

Had a good read on it right up the hill and it broke just a little bit right and poured it in.  That 

obviously helped a lot, gave me a two-shot cushion.  I king of got a little careless there at 17, 

made it a little interesting.  But all in all it was a great week.  To start off with a bogey and a 

double for the beginning of the first two holes of the tournament, to be able to come back 

and shoot 13 to win was very special.  

 

Q.  Congrats, obviously.  Talk just a little bit about the round and how the conditions 

changed from start to finish and how you dealt with all the ups and downs.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, I think I had a pretty good idea that it was going to be on and off 

misty and rainy looking at the forecast so I kind of prepared for that. 

 

I was playing along nicely, got off to a good start.  Hit two great shots at 1, made the putt.  

Then came on nice and made a beautiful save at 4 out of the right bunker, I was short-sided.  

A little careless, three-putted the par 4, and then a bad drive at the next.   

 

Once I got through those two bogeys and I had a good chance for birdie on the next 

hole, hit two great shots and hit a good putt and I just missed it.  Settled me down and 

I played nice the rest of the way.   

 

Q.  Talk about the third shot on 11 and how obviously you hit the bunker, the top of 

the bunker but then you come back with a somewhat aggressive play. 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  I hit a beautiful 2-rescue.  I hit it up in the air and I was trying to cut it 
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in there nice and soft.  It came off just like I imagined.  It rolled by about 25 feet but that was 

fine.  To get out of there with a par after hitting not a very good drive and then a poor shot 

out of the bunker, but fortunate it worked out, I made a par and moved on.  

 

Q.  Then you obviously make the two birdies back-to-back to kind of give you that 

momentum going? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Yeah, I hit two beautiful irons.  I hit a beautiful 7-iron on 15 and it just 

worked out perfect.  And then I couldn't have drawn it up any better, I just cut a 6-iron back 

against the wind beautifully on 15 and man, it turned out beautiful.  

 

Q.  When you see Rocco's ball go in the pond there, do you flinch at all in terms of 

your approached? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  No, he pulled it and didn't hit it very good.  It was drawing with the 

wind a little bit and I just felt confident I could hold it up against that wind a little bit and take 

it right at it.  I made a good swing and fortunate enough if turned out. 

 

Q.  Statistically, you had a great week in I think you led the field in birdies, you were 

second in putting average.  It seemed like, like you said, after that first couple of holes 

it was a good week of ball striking just playing in general for you. 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  No, it was.  I've been working with a new training aid, the Power 

Package, it just came out and Tony Greco's involved with it.  He's been helping me a little bit 

for the last two or three months and he came up here on Tuesday and we came up with 

some good plans for this week.  Really struck the ball nice and really happy with the way I 

was able to play. 

 

Q.  The training aid, what does that do for you? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  It helps me to kind of slow my body down and set the club with my 

arms and wrist first and then allow the body to turn.  So it's changed my sequence on the 

backswing and it's allowed me to kind of get back out in front to play a fade on the way 

down.  It's been good for me and it's been gradually getting better.  I've had signs, I played 

good the last round at SAS, shot I think 7 under there and a couple other good rounds.  So I 

felt like it was coming in the right direction and it's looking better on the video camera as 

well.  And the ball doesn't lie, so I had good start lines and I had good control of the ball 

most of the time. 

 

Q.  Obviously the win here gives you double points which puts you I think into the 

top-10 or right around the top-10 moving to next week.  Talk a little bit about your 

position going forward.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Obviously it's nice to play well to start the Playoffs when they double 

the points.  It's been a little bit of an up-and-down year, but I just kept telling myself, keep 
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working hard and keep plugging away.  It's not always how you start but if you finish well you 

can have a great year.   

 

Like I said, I've been trending that way.  I'm excited, we're going to a new place in Richmond 

next week and the excitement should continue to build and then the Schwab Cup back in 

Scottsdale, Desert Mountain. 

 

Q.  Monty made it interesting, played obviously very tough.  Just talk about how 

aware were you of how he was playing.  I know when they talked to you on the course 

you said you weren't looking at too many scoreboards, is that typically what you do? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  I didn't see that many, actually.  I figured I was probably near the lead 

and maybe ahead of the lead after I made the two birdies.  Then I tried to stay aggressive on 

the par 4 and hit a beautiful shot in there, just unfortunate it went over.   

 

But walking off that green I saw that I had a two-shot lead so I was just trying to hit it in the 

middle of the green at 17 with an 8-iron.  The wind drifted a little bit and I hit a nice chip up 

there off the fringe and then just pulled the putt.  I hit a great drive off the last hole and had a 

perfect cut 7-iron in there just left of the hole where I wanted to be. 

 

Q.  This is more like Monty's kind of weather than a guy who played UCLA. 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  You know, whenever you get a little moisture in southern California, 

you'd better take it.  All in all, it was a great week. 

 

Q.  No. 18 was a clutch hole for you.  Do you operate well under pressure? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, I did today.  You hope that you do.  I just tried to make a good 

swing off the tee and that set it up to put me in perfect position and had a nice 7-iron into the 

green. 

 

Q.  How do the greens, how do they run when it's raining? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  When you get a little moisture on them, it slows them down a little bit 

because the moisture holds on top, but they putted beautifully all week.  They were 

spectacular.  
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