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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   TOM PERNICE, JR.     
October 29, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  I was just talking with Rocco and I noticed there wasn't a bogey on the card for all 

three of you guys.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Yeah, we had a great group.  Rocco's personality when things are 

going good, the group just kind of continues on and he keeps everybody kind of loose and 

entertaining.  Jay and I have been close friends for a long time and have had some battles 

and to have him and then Rocco and everybody playing well, it was a lot of fun. 

 

Q.  It sure was, it was fun watching you.  I caught up with you on 2 and you hit a 

beauty out of the bunker there.  I thought you were almost going to eagle it.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, I was fortunate enough, it was a little bit of a bailout over there 

going for that green in two, but I hit the shot and it rolled out nicely for me.  But all in all to 

have a whole group to have a clean card and to have kind of the momentum continued 

throughout the entire group is always nice.  

 

Q.  You certainly put yourself in great position going into the final round.  Just talk 

about this golf course a little bit because you guys really got it today.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, the greens have gotten softer a little bit since we've been here.  

They were pretty hard when we were here earlier in the week.  And we've had no wind today 

whatsoever and it warmed up so the ball was carrying a long ways.  They've done a 

spectacular job here the condition wise of the golf course.  The greens are as good as any 

I've ever seen and fairways are brand new, everything's in great condition.  You get no wind 

and a pretty warm day, the opportunities are there so it was nice to be able to take 

advantage. 

 

Q.  I heard you held the tee box for 17 straight holes today? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Yeah, I missed my birdie on 17.  I was trying to keep Rocco off the 

tee. 

 

Q.  That's pretty impressive, you know you're doing something right if you have that 

situation? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, the whole group played well.  It's always a treat to play with Jay, 

and Rocco's always entertaining.  We were able to continue to feed off each other and 

continue to play well so it was a lot of fun. 
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Q.  The stretch on the back nine, you and Rocco kind of matched each other birdie for 

birdie there.  Is that a part of the golf course you feel like you need to get?  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, you have a couple par 5s in there you'd obviously would like to 

take advantage of and was able to do so.  Still, you have to execute stuff.  I played 16 as a 

layup off the tee and laid up and hit a wedge and fortunately I hit a good wedge in there and 

spun back to a tap-in.  Yeah, there's opportunities when you have the par 5s are reachable, 

you'd like to make sure you capitalize on those opportunities. 

 

Q.  I know yesterday Freddie was saying that it was playing a little longer and some of 

the par 5s weren't accessible.  Different today? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Not as much wind today so that made a little bit of difference.  It 

stayed pretty warm once we got going and the ball was carrying well.  Yeah, it was it was 

pretty much reachable except for 16 and I laid up off the tee. 

 

Q.  Did you see a round like this coming in your game?  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  I've been playing good, yeah.  Yesterday I started off bogey-double 

bogey and to get that in at 3 under so that was a nice change.  I played good the last round I 

think at SAS, I think I shot 7 or so under.  I've been working with a new training aid, Power 

Package, and Tony Greco, a new swing coach has kind of helped me a little bit.  So it's been 

a couple months coming so I feel good about my ball striking and my short game's been 

good and the golf course and the greens are perfect.  So the opportunities are there if you 

hit the ball well. 

 

Q.  Rocco was just saying obviously with it being the first in a playoff series it almost 

feels like a major in terms of importance.  Do you feel that way? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  I don't know if it feels like a major but it's got a level of excitement with 

the Playoffs starting and getting started.  I think the Tour's done a nice job, they're trying to 

promote.  And the Charles Schwab company is a huge sponsor for us and for us to believe 

able to promote the Schwab Cup and the playoff system I think is really good.  I think 

it's -- PowerShares stepped up as the title sponsor, that makes a big difference when you 

have the title sponsors here and then next week when we get to Richmond, so it's pretty 

good.  
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