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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JOEY SINDELAR     
October 28, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Well, Joey, just talked to Fred there.  What a great group you guys had.  

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Yeah.  Well, you always know that with Fred.  He's jovial, he's out there.  

You know, it's positive energy all over the place.  And on top of that, he's really good.  So 

whenever you're paired with him, it's awesome.  Esteban is the consummate grinder, 

absolutely.  So it was a good pairing right from the start for me and also this golf course is 

just in magnificent condition.  As with most Nicklaus courses, it defines the job.  There's not 

a lot of vague out there.  You know exactly what you've got to do and what you shouldn't be 

doing.  So we all got away with it today and we're very happy to do it. 

 

Q.  You're off to a great start.  How much did you kind of have to adjust with what you 

saw in the pro-am going into with the moisture that we got overnight? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Yeah, and a good question.  So question number one was answered for 

me on this putting green that it was clearly, I don't know stimpmeters that great but it was 

clearly a foot slower because of the moisture in the grass.  The rest of it was answered after 

our first tee shots on No. 1, which is one of the layup holes out here.  When we saw our 

4-irons, 3-irons, hybrids still roll out a little bit, we knew we weren't going to be playing mush 

golf, but yet it wasn't quite firm and fast like it was in the pro-am.  So not a huge adjustment.  

Luckily the wind stayed down.  You get a windy day in the canyons, that would be the hard 

part about this course.  The course was just great. 

 

Q.  You're off to a great start.  Any thoughts about tomorrow or are you just going to 

keep going? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Just go.  We've played all year, we've played all our lives.  We all have 

our patterns, either you're in them or you're around them and you just keep nicking away at it 

and try to pat the putty a little smoother every day when you come out.  I don't think there's 

anybody here who's going to be doing anything big, we're just here to play and do our best. 

 

Q.  Does the mindset change at all with it being this format in terms of this is the first 

and then there's a cut? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Well, of course there's a lot to talk about.  The three of us, as you 

noticed, we were all paired by our position in the world, in this current golf world.  We, 

though, couldn't get caught up in each other even though we are, if it ended today -- 

 

Q.  Right. 
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JOEY SINDELAR:  But if we get caught up in our own, what are we, 36th, so there's 36 

more of them right behind and with this kind of point value, somebody's going to 

go -- somebody will, somebody from 36 to 72 is going to do really great work this week.  So 

we can't just stare at each other, we can't get caught, you've got to get the foot on the gas 

pedal and go.  

 

Q.  So you can't play necessarily defensive in hopes of holding position, you have to 

just kind of treat it like a normal week and just go out? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Well, any I'm guessing or all of the sports psychologists would say that 

every single shot we do has to be any golf shot, right, because as soon as it becomes 

important it becomes harder and that's not what we're trying to do. 

 

I will say, though, that for certain people at certain pinch points, if you're talking about the 

last five holes of the tournament, this is not a vanilla golf course, right?  There's work to be 

done here. 

 

Q.  Absolutely. 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  You might alter your decision-making late in the week if you happen to 

be that person crossing that bridge, that could all come into play and I think it would be 

unwise to ignore that.  But early in the week I think you've just got to try to go. 
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