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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   COLIN MONTGOMERIE     
October 28, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Gosh, Colin, out of the house with a bank, three straight birdies.  You've got to be 

happy with today.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Very happy, anytime that you play a round of golf without a 

mistake.  Even Ben Hogan allowed himself two mistakes a round of golf.  So no bogeys 

around here is good, very good and that was key today.  Hit the fairways, hit the greens.  

Fairways and greens, that's what this course is all about.   

 

I played here many times.  I was lucky enough to be invited by Tiger to his tournament many 

times here in the World Challenge days so I knew my way around here and I was quite 

confident coming here.  But great to get 7 under obviously.  Seven birdies and 11 pars 

around here is good.  Yeah, yeah, very happy with today's play. 

 

Q.  Colin, did you find an extra gear knowing this is kind of a big event? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Of course.  I think this is a great vision of our PGA TOUR 

Champions.  I think it's a fantastic idea.  And with the success of the FedExCup series and I 

think now we've got our own Charles Schwab series and I think great vision from everybody.  

I think everyone has found that here and I think we're embracing it all and I really do feel this 

is the start of something very big for us as the way the FedExCup series has been for the 

PGA Tour.  I think this is a great idea and I think I speak for all 72 players that we're all very 

happy with it.  

 

Q.  7 under and it could have been 9?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I know, I missed a short one on 13 and 17, but there you go.  

I was happy, I was very happy, delighted with today's play. 

 

Q.  Did you feel kind of the game coming as you were going along, because it seemed 

like you were getting sharper and sharper as the round wore on? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  No, I was very confident.  I was hitting the fairways and if you hit 

the fairways, you can play.  I've jut got to do that the next couple of days.  It's only one day 

obviously but it's a great start and I'm looking forward to the next couple of days' play.  Yeah, 

yeah, if I can hit the fairways, I'll score around here, yeah.  

 

Q.  You mentioned the World Challenge and I was talking to Freddie earlier and he 

played here a bunch.  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Of course, yes.  Fred and I played many times together here, 

yeah. 

 

Q.  And he was saying that he knows where the nooks and crannies are and do you 

feel the same way?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I do indeed.  We have a similar course in Europe called 

Valderrama where we played the Ryder Cup and we took a few years to find out how to play 

the course properly and I think Freddie and I have an advantage having played the World 

Challenge here.  Some of the guys have only played two or three practice rounds and it's 

quite difficult to get the bearings within two rounds.  And I've got the same caddie as I had 

then 10 years ago so delighted that Alistair's still with me.  We know our way around here 

provided, of course, you've still got to hit it in that position, but delighted with today's score. 

 

Q.  And obviously the rain this morning softened it a bit.  You and Freddie have the 

advantage of playing this course when there's been some weather.   

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, of course, yeah.  It's not always like this, 99 percent of the 

time.  Christ, you should try it at home.  

 

But yeah, we have an advantage, of course.  And anyone, I think Tom Lehman there putting, 

he's played in the Challenge many times before and I think a few others here.  So there's a 

few of us got an advantage, myself and Freddie especially. 

 

Q.  Did you feel the course was much different from the last couple of days? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, it was much softer obviously.  Yeah, yeah, much softer after 

the overnight, call it rain. 

 

Q.  For us it was a downpour.   

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  A downpour for you, it was a drizzle for us, but it was fine. 
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