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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   FRED COUPLES    
October 28, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Fred, it must be nice to knock the rust off, 4-under par, you've got to be happy with 

that start.    

 

FRED COUPLES:  Oh, I would be actually happy with any score.  I wasn't expecting -- I 

don't even know what par is, 4 under and I was hoping just to make it 18 and feel good 

about it.  I mean, today was just a very nice day.  I can't say the reason I'm here is obviously 

it's the Playoffs and I qualified for it, but just to get out of the house and walk around and see 

if I've made any progress in the last seven months.  Yesterday finishing late and having an 

8:30 tee time for me, if you follow Champions Tour, we don't get many 8:30 tee times, so I 

was a little edgy about that but I got it around and I putted pretty well. 

 

Q.  Talk to me about getting those competitive fires burning again because you sat 

out for a while.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, you know, it's not like I sat out and I've been practicing for a month 

getting ready for this.  I mean, tomorrow will be different.  You know, I haven't been in a golf 

tournament let alone wherever I'm going to be, top-5, top-10, so it's no longer first off, there's 

no pressure.   

 

Honestly, I could have shot 80 and been okay with it because my goals were, like I say, just 

to be able to swing and play.  And I feel pretty good.  I don't want to kid anyone like I'm 

shooting 4 under because I can't swing.  Tomorrow, like I say, will be different.  Every shot I 

hit will be a little more attention because I'm going to be somewhere near the lead.  

 

Q.  We talked yesterday about your familiarity with the golf course and kind of getting 

around.  How much did that play into playing today? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I know some of the yardages, even though they've changed some of the 

greens or at least the way they've flattened them out.  I've played a hundred rounds here 

probably and I don't know how many guys can say that, or if they need to even worry about 

it.  But all the little nooks and crannies and that's what I did today.  I didn't really hit many 

bad shots.   

 

It's very funny, on the 11th hole I told my caddie, I can cut a 30-wood in there but if I smoke 

it and go long, it's not very good.  So I'm going to rip this cleek or 5-wood and if it doesn't 

make it, it's right in the front bunker or just left, the easiest shot in the world.  And I hit it and I 

was disappointed it didn't clear the bunker, and I got down there and I didn't get it out of the 

trap and then I barely got it out of the trap.  I chipped it eight feet by and I walked away with 

a bogey.  Other than that I think I outsmarted myself on that hole.  But the rest of it I just hit 
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and chased it.  I made a nice par on 18 and a few birdies out there, but I hit it pretty much 

where I was looking. 

 

Q.  Outside of that short game example you just gave, yesterday you said the short 

game for anybody who has a long layoff is the last thing that comes back.  Were you 

even surprised a little bit how good your short game was?   

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I putted okay.  Like on the second hole I wedged it over the green 

and I didn't have a very good -- very difficult chip and I chipped it about six feet short.  Most 

people would have chipped it to a gimme and I made the putt for par.  It was a bad chip but 

walked away with what I wanted to get out of it.   

 

But I did okay.  I putted really well.  That's considered feel, too.  So I did okay on the greens.  

Tomorrow I have to hit the ball just like I did today. 

 

And the other thing is playing in that rain early, it just kind of made the course maybe I hate 

to say easier but it was really hard, the greens were rock hard and that little rain I think 

helped us.  There were a lot of good scores in the morning. 

 

Q.  Daly said the rain made some of the par 5s harder to get to, at least for him.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, well, he's our longest guy on tour, so if it made it hard for him, 

they were long for everyone.  So I laid up on the one, and like I said, I got it up and down.  

And the other par 5 I birdied, and I bogeyed 11 and I birdied the 13th I guess it is and then 

parred.  So I played them 1 under and there's five of them, which is okay because tomorrow 

maybe I'll play those better and I'll butcher a couple other holes and get it around.   

 

But he's correct, it played long, but I don't think length is a huge deal on this course.  I think 

you've got to be pretty accurate, know where you're going.  There's a lot of water.  When 

you start going for me par 5s and you don't hit good second shots, you're going to struggle. 

 

Q.  Just overall, you kind of said it already but you must be pleased with just how 

everything held up? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I'm going to go lay down, wake up and stretch and do some stuff at 

4:00 or 5:00.  I mean, I got up at 4:30 today, which is okay.  I was really nervous about 

playing at 8:30.  I was nervous that I wouldn't be able to get loose, and then it's raining and I 

did okay everything wise.  I had one little tweak where I was laughing after -- I couldn't, on 

the 9th hole I just kept backing away.  I must have stood over the ball and backed away five 

times, I just didn't think I could swing, and then just kind of calmed down.   

 

But I slipped a little bit walking from 8 to 9.  Be even if I shot 80 I would stand here and say 

hey, I'm tickled pink just to play 18 holes.  Next year if I'm playing a lot, then I'll have reason 

not to -- you know, I don't know, Hualalai I guess is our first event so I'm hoping to really be 

ready for that.  
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