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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   STEPHEN AMES     
October 28, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Give us a couple thoughts on the round in terms of conditions and how the course 

played and how you played. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I played nicely.  Two bad swings cost me three shots, but overall it was a 

good day.  Condition of the golf course, a lot better than when we played (indiscernible,) 

that's for sure.  No, I played it when it was not at its best. 

 

Q.  That's true, you're one of those guys that played in Tiger's event. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Now that they've put 18 inches of sand out there, the golf course is in 

unbelievable shape.  We're very fortunate to be here playing the event. 

 

Q.  Obviously they worked on the green complexes as well.  Did you notice much 

difference with those? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, there are a couple greens that have changed, for sure.  This one 

for sure on 18's changed.  A couple of them are still the same.  One new bunker on 4 up the 

hill.  Our fourth.  You guys are different, that's the back nine for you guys, for the members.  

But I think the golf course, the layout, everything about it is phenomenal, One of his better 

ones. 

 

Q.  I was talking to Mr. Gretzky yesterday and he mentioned that you played a practice 

round? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  We played the pro-am together. 

 

Q.  He's obviously a member here.  What kind of advice did he impart to you? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Well, he and his caddie both noticed as the greens have not settled, the 

breaks and everything are completely different.  And I did notice that as the day went on 

practice round and playing in the pro-am, you have to take a little tighter line when you're 

reading the greens.  I think there will still probably be a year before they really settle down 

and then hopefully the grain won't creep in too much.  I think the superintendent knows what 

he's doing here, he's been here for a few years.  I think overall it's nice, it's nice to play a golf 

course in this condition and the weather's nice, too. 

 

Q.  Obviously you just missed the putt there on 18 for the outright lead, but pretty 

good way to start the competition. 
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STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, for me it's fine.  I'm just trying to play well this week, play well next 

week and try to get into the top 36, which is where I'm trying to get to at this stage.  But at 

this stage right now I'm happy with the way my year's gone. 
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