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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   BERNHARD LANGER     
October 27, 2016 
 

 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I had an MRI on Monday because I couldn't walk properly and just 

had problems.  Obviously haven't hit a shot yet, haven't been out on the course.  I walked it 

but I haven't hit a shot yet because I can't, I can't put much pressure on my knee.  Walking 

these hills is very difficult, especially downhill.   

 

I'm not sure I'll be able to play tomorrow but I'll make that call at noon when my tee time is.  

For right now I've been getting treatment and trying to stay off my knee.  So standing here's 

not ideal, but a few minutes is not going to hurt. 

 

Q.  What will be the factors that weigh into tomorrow's decision? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Whether I can hit a ball or not.  I tried yesterday and it didn't work.  

I can't transfer my weight, I can't put any pressure on my left knee. 

 

Q.  If you were not able to play you would still be No. 1 going into next week, so how 

much does that kind of add to the ability to at least not have to play or makes it a little 

easier, I guess? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Makes it easier but not really.  I mean, I wanted to play.  I came all 

the way here from south Florida and committed to play.  But if I'm going to do long-term 

damage, the last thing I want to do is try and play and do further damage and then I can't 

play next week or the following week, which that would really be bad if I can't play the 

Schwab Cup.  You know, the priority is to get my health.  You can't play golf if you're not 

healthy.  The game is hard enough when you're healthy, you don't need to be injured. 

 

Q.  Is it an issue that's been kind of ongoing?   

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's been a history of years of it.  It's been reasonably good 

the last few years, but then it just came back when I did some spinning, bicycle riding stuff at 

home.  That's nothing unusual for me, I do that on a regular basis, but this time something 

happened where it was too much. 

 

Q.  What's your familiarity with Sherwood? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Played a few tournaments here way back but haven't been here in 

about 15 years, something like that.  That's a guess; it could be 12, it could be 17, I don't 

know.  But I know the layout but the course has changed somewhat, especially the greens 

and some of the bunkering, some of the tee shots.  That's not going to help me what I did 
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here 20 years ago. 

 

Q.  What kind of player does this course suit? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  You've got to be a complete player, I think.  You've got to drive it 

straight to have an opportunity to hit from the short grass and away from the trees and, you 

know, not out of the rough so you can spin the ball.  Especially with the new greens, they're 

rather firm, so if you come out of the rough, you can have less spin, the ball won't stop and 

run through into the -- over the green and into another rough or water, whatever may be 

back there, so driving is important.  That sets you up for better iron shots, and then you've 

got to make some putts. 

 

Q.  If the rain materializes that they're talking about, would that make it more likely -- 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  What rain?  It doesn't rain in southern California. 

 

Q.  I know, it really doesn't, only when golf tournaments are here.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, then you should have more then. 

 

Q.  Would that factor in if the course gets a little softer? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It depends how much rain.  As I said, I haven't played the course 

yet so I really don't even know if it's running or not.  I've just watched other guys and the ball 

seemed to release quite a bit.  Like when they hit a 5-iron into the green, the ball takes a big 

bounce and goes, it doesn't check.  So you've got to figure that one in and land everything 

short and let it release if possible.  So rain would help a little bit for the greens, but then it 

would also make the fairways softer, it would make it play a little longer. 
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