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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JOHN DALY     
October 27, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Give us some thoughts on first part of this playoff.  Do you like the concept?  

Obviously you know about the FedExCup, so like the idea of having it out here as 

well?  

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, it's great.  You know, I didn't even think I was going to make it because 

I couldn't play in Raleigh.  I had already committed to Turkey and China.  But I've got to play 

my butt off this week to get in the second one.  But no, it's great.  And then, you know, I'm 

looking forward to playing, hopefully making it, but if I don't, it's cool.  It's kind of cool to get 

my feet wet, see all the golf courses that hopefully I'll feel comfortable with, some of them I 

may not, and get off to hopefully a decent start next year. 

 

Q.  This is a course you've seen a few times.  How much do you think that will help 

you this week?  

 

JOHN DALY:  I think all of us old guys have seen this course a few times so there's no 

home field advantage for anybody.  But I've heard nothing but great things about the 

changes and everything, and they say the golf course is in perfect shape so it should be a 

great week. 

 

Q.  As the season progressed, John, what part of your game do you think has gotten 

stronger and what part of your game do you think you've had to maybe work on a 

little bit as the season progressed?  

 

JOHN DALY:  Well, it's finally getting a little stronger.  I've put a fourth wedge in the bag.  

We don't play as long as golf courses as the juniors do, I call them, the regular Tour, so I've 

had to get my wedges and they're starting to really get better.   

 

On the regular tour, you might hit three or four wedges into some of the holes, but here it's a 

lot more and you've got to be precise.  These guys are incredible from 120 yards in.  They're 

still as good as anybody in the world and these guys can still putt.  That's my only downfall 

right now is the putting hasn't been what I wanted, but it's starting to get better.  Everything's 

just kind of getting there.  

 

Q.  We talked earlier in the year about the guys who have told you, been out here, 

you've got to get out quick, it's no four rounds, there are three rounds.  Even in the 

Playoffs there's three rounds.  As the season kind of winds down a little bit with the 

Playoffs, have you kind of noticed that, you've got to get out quick? 
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JOHN DALY:  You do, and for me that's why I've had some big numbers.  I think you've got 

to play this tour aggressive.  You've got to make a ton of birdies.  And you're right, you get 

54 holes and guys are shooting numbers on 54 holes that guys on the regular tour are 

shooting in four days and I think it's because the courses are a little shorter.  They're scoring 

golf courses, but still, 16- to 22-under par is winning every week ought here it seems like and 

that's tough to do. 

 

Q.  This course specifically, you haven't been out here for a while.  I don't know, your 

pro-am, I guess it's at noon.  A lot of guys have come off saying bomber's course a 

little bit for this tour, but also your second, your approach shots, you've got to be a 

ball striker.  I know you haven't played the course yet but you've been around a little 

bit and you know about Sherwood.  What's your take just from previous days? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I mean holes like the par 5 on the back nine, I think it's 14, it's not even 

a driver.  16, you know, depending on where the tee is I might be able to drive the creek if 

it's still there.  It's kind of a risk-reward on some of the par 5s.  But I remember this course.  

If you hit it in the fairway, you can score.  It's one of those golf courses that if you're hitting it 

really good, you can score on it but you've got to hit the fairways. 

 

Q.  Does it all still seem strange that you're old enough to play out on this tour? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I'm still pinching myself wondering how I made it to 50. 

 

Q.  Are you comfortable?  These are the guys you kind of played a lot of golf with.  Is 

it kind of like homecoming week for you when you come out and see the guys? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I mean, most of us played against each other in the 90s.  A lot of us 

have become good friends.  The cool thing about this tour, it's laid back, the guys are great.  

Everybody kind of pulls for everybody.  The last round in Newport I was pulling so hard for 

Bart, he was playing so good and unfortunately he lost the playoff, but he lost to Jay Haas 

who I love to death, too.  So we kind of root each other on and that's something you don't 

see a lot on the regular tour.  That's what makes this tour.  I think we're really great with the 

amateurs on the Wednesdays, Thursdays we play with the amateurs in the pro-ams.  I think 

our guys have done it so long we know how to treat them, we want to help them and that's 

how you become friends with people. 

 

Q.  You've got 30 for 30 coming out Thursday, is that right? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Next Tuesday. 

 

Q.  How was that experience, first golfer ever to be featured on that? 

 

JOHN DALY:  It's pretty cool.  It's an honor, for one.  I wish -- we did a premiere two nights 

ago and the people that were there, it's a lot of kind of movie people and they all seemed to 

love it.  It's somewhat of a tearjerker.   
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My personal opinion, I kind of wish they had thrown in some of the charity stuff I did.  It's 

more about -- to me, when my agent gave it to me and showed it to me, I said it's just a little 

too negative for me, but that's what they wanted.  I hope it goes well.  But when you watch 

something on yourself and you cry, you know it's something special.  They did a wonderful 

job on it, but we'll just see what the public thinks. 

 

Q.  Was there any hesitancy on your part when you saw what they wanted to do about 

agreeing to do it?  

 

JOHN DALY:  Well, the cool thing was when my agent approached me on it, he said, hey, 

do you want to do 30 for 30, you'll be the first golfer ever to -- I was like okay.  Do something 

before some of the other golfers have ever done it.  
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