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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   BRENDAN STEELE   
October 16, 2016 
 

 

 

DOUG MILNE:  We would like to open the winner of the 2016 Safeway Open, Brendan 

Steele.  Congratulations on your second career PGA Tour victory.  I know that's nice 

enough, but winning it the way you did with the near miss here last year, you talked about it 

outside and how extra special that is.  So with that, just a few comments on winning the 

Safeway Open. 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, definitely.  I had the lead into the back nine last year, I think I 

led after all three, the first three round and just kind of I am plowed and made five bogeys in 

the last seven holes.  So to birdie the last three to get it done this year is a complete roll 

reversal and feels really good.  It's a really nice redemption, feeling of redemption for me.  

 

Q.  What were you thinking in terms of your chances along the back nine?  Every putt 

seemed to matter to you.  When you missed one, did you feel like that was it or what?   

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I hit it close on 10 and made birdie and that was the first time 

that I thought I was actually kind of getting a sniff of the lead.  Then I three-putted 12.  I 

thought that was kind of it for me, I was going to have to do something really special after 

that.  And 12 was also the hole that I kind of started to fall apart last year, so I was like oh, 

no, let's not do that again.  So just tried to adjust my attitude and keep moving forward, tried 

to make as many birdies as I could whereas last year I was trying to not make mistakes, so 

when you try to not make mistakes, that's when the mistakes all come. 

 

Q.  Secondly, you mentioned out there on television which I don't think a lot of us 

paid attention to with so much with Carl Pettersson and Adam about the short putter.  

Was it that big of a struggle for you and how'd you get through it?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Actually I've been really lucky with it.  I changed in 2014 at Travelers 

and the first event that I put it in play is the actually the putter I'm using right now.  I shot 62 

with that, finished fifth that week, finished fifth the next week.  But it was always a worry 

whether I could make important putts down the stretch and kind of like be just as good as I 

was before.  And I think actually I've come out the other side and become a lot better putter.  

I don't know if my stats necessarily say that but I think my speed control is better and I think 

I'm just as good inside 10 feet and I think I can get a little hotter with the short putter.  But as 

human nature is such that you aren't really sure that you can do it with new tools.  I won the 

Nationwide Tour Championship with the belly putter and the Valero with the belly putter, so 

that's a really sweet feeling to know that I can do it under those circumstances. 

 

Q.  So you've been short since -- you've been using the short putter since '14? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, since '14, so basically a little over two years now.  That was 
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June of '14. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, pretty soon after.  I was in a good spot, I was keeping my card 

in 2014 but I wasn't so high up on the FedExCup that I knew everything that I was doing was 

fantastic.  So I thought it was a good chance to throw it in and just see how it goes and then 

I would have a chance to make some adjustments if I needed to.   

 

I worked really hard with a guy named Chris Mason, who's a fantastic coach and a good 

friend down in San Diego, and he really helped me in the transition and kind of brought that 

up to the level of the rest of my game. 

 

Q.  Brendan, you said when you three-putted 12 you thought that's where it started 

last year.  How much down the whole back nine was not sure in your mind and how 

did you get that out of your mind? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it definitely was.  You could tell probably 15, so on 12, 13 and 

14 it was still in my head.  On 13 I hit two really good shots and it went right over the flag 

and over the green, and then I hit a good chip and it just kind of hit really soft and popped up 

in the air and I ended up with six or seven feet for par.  I'm thinking God, this is exactly the 

kind of stuff that was happening last year.  I thought I was hitting okay shots and they would 

end up being bogeys and then I would hit a bad shot and it was definitely a bogey.  So I 

made that putt and I got a little more comfortable.  By 15 it was kind of out of my head and 

for the last three I wasn't worried about it. 

 

Q.  What was kind of this week like?  I mean, the fall is always a little lower key, it 

seems, but there was a lot of anticipation this week with Tiger in the field and then he 

pulls out and the weather usually gorgeous in October ends up being miserable.  How 

did that change the vibe as the week unfolded?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it's been a little bit strange because of the weather and Tiger, 

those things for sure.  But we still had Phil Mickelson here which was fantastic.  I think he 

brought a lot of fans out.  He was playing right in front of me today and they were doing their 

typical Phil roars and screams and everything that comes along with him, which is fantastic.   

 

I had a really fun week.  I ended up on the good side of the draw.  I would say I didn't really 

have to play in the rain on Friday, I ended up just playing nine holes and then I had to play 

27 yesterday so that was a lot of work.  But we threw in a trip to French Laundry on Friday 

night so I was kind of just soaking up everything about the area and just trying to enjoy it.  I 

found that I enjoy the tournament a little bit more that I play better so whatever that's worth.  

I had some wine and had some great food and was able to hang out with all my friends this 

week so it was a lot of fun. 

 

Q.  It was kind of an erratic schedule this week and with weather you probably don't 
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expect to run into in Napa.  How do you kind of adjust your attitude and perspective 

when you have weather like this? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it's tough because you have no control over it obviously, and 

you don't want to play in the rain.  I'm a southern California guy.  When it rains outside, I do 

not go outside.  I just -- it rains about 10 days a year maybe there and it doesn't rain 

anywhere near like what we've seen up here, so I've never been very good in the rain so I 

have to kind of adjust my thinking for that.  I remember in college whenever it would rain, all 

my teammates would be like well, we had better play good because we know Brendan's not 

going to do anything today. 

 

Q.  How bad were the conditions, how wet was it, how did you have to adjust given 

the rain and what the course was like? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, the few times over the last couple days where it rained really 

hard, it's just amazing how short the ball flies.  You'll hit a shot that you think is really good 

and you think you're playing enough rain, enough weather for the shot, you'll hit something 

like an 8-iron from 135, 140 yards and it will come up short, which is just unbelievable.  Then 

when the rain calms down, you might be hitting 8-iron 170, 175.  So you're talking 25, 

30 yards of rain, I think you saw that yesterday at the end of the day with the guys when they 

were trying to finish.  All of a sudden 9 and 18 and 16, those holes become brutal and when 

the weather's good, those are all birdie holes.  

 

Q.  Is there anything you did this week that stands out to you that you feel like you 

can build on going forward and taking this into next year? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, definitely.  I sat down with Chris Mason, my coach, one of my 

coaches a few weeks ago after the season ended and we just kind of decided that all my 

mechanics are really good.  I work with Rick Smith on my swing and I work with Chris on 

kind of like process and short game and putting, stuff like that.   

 

Chris wanted to develop a blueprint for me so I didn't get off the rails because he says he's 

always just trying to keep me in line.  Like there's very few things that I need to do, but for 

some reason I start thinking that I need to fix things.  I'm very quick to feel like my game's 

falling apart.  So he wanted to develop this blueprint for me for every part of my game so 

that I go through it and if I hit a couple bad shots, I go, right, for my swing, this is all I do.  I 

don't work on anything else, I just work on these couple things.  And then for my chipping, 

this is what I do, and for my putting, this is what I do, and for my mental game.  So we just 

laid out this whole blueprint about three weeks ago and I tried to remind myself of that every 

time I got mad this week or every time I thought that my swing was leaving me or every time 

that I didn't think I could make a four-footer.  Every time that those thoughts popped up I 

tried to just go back to the blueprint and be like, well, all right, this is what you wanted to do, 

these are the challenges that you're going to face throughout the year and no matter what, 

whether you're playing good or you're playing bad, you're going to have to go through some 

of these things so just stick with it and see how it comes out.    
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Q.  How difficult was it to stay patient these last five years?  You obviously won as a 

rookie and then haven't won since then, and in that time Spieth, all these young guys 

have come up and won a lot.  You're obviously good enough to be on Tour, you're 

between 50th and 90th every year it seems.  Did you question whether you would win 

again or what was your thought process over the last five years? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, so I think originally it was almost like success came too fast.  It 

was my 12th event, I hadn't had a top-10, it was my first real chance to have a good week 

on Tour and I won.  So after that of course the expectations go up and I started thinking that 

it was just going to come easily and I was just going to keep doing the same things and just 

keep getting better and better and that's not really the case.   

 

So I struggled really the next season and then I started to turn it around in 2013.  I felt like I 

started working on the right things and kind of moving forward.  And then by last year, that 

was the first time that I felt I could be a top player.  So it's about dealing with everything that 

comes with being a top player, dealing with the emotions that come with being towards the 

lead and putting yourself in good positions.  That's the stuff like a Phil or Jason Day, Rory, 

Spieth, they do it so well because they're used to it and they really thrive on it.  I've always 

been kind of more of the one to try to not make a mistake when I get in that situation.  So 

I've had to try to flip that around now and say look, I'm going to be in contention a lot, I need 

to enjoy it, I need to be aggressive and I need to try to come out and win.  A 10th place finish 

isn't okay when you're playing great.   

 

So that's been a big adjustment for sure.  I definitely wasn't sure that I would ever win again, 

but I felt like I was doing the right things to improve my game.  I felt like I'm a lot better 

playing in the last three years than I was in 2011. 

 

Q.  Those expectations may be more reasonable this time and also you played 

practice rounds with Phil and you talked about they're okay being in the spotlight and 

you're kind of learning from that.  What have you learned from Phil over the years not 

just in the practice rounds but maybe what he's talked to you about?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I think for the first part, my expectations will be a little bit 

different now just because I've played 150-something events on Tour now, whereas before I 

was 27 years old and I had played 12.  So I really didn't know what I was getting myself into 

and I was just coming off of winning the Nationwide Tour Championship and I was thinking 

oh, I guess this is just what I do now, I guess I just win tournaments all the time.  Now I 

understand what it really takes to do that and how difficult it is.  I think I'll enjoy it a little bit 

more than I even did the last time. 

 

And then as far as Phil goes, he's taught me everything from like different shots around the 

green to putting drills, sent me down to Dave Pelz to work on my wedge play, which came 

up huge this week.  And then I remember last year I had the lead at Valero, I was I think 

three shots in the lead on Saturday and then I was in the last group on Sunday, I think I was 
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tied for the lead and I ended up finishing 13th, I think.  So I went and I talked to Phil and I 

said, What do you do when you're playing really well and you're in the lead?  How do you 

adjust your mindset so that you don't just start to play too cautiously?   

 

Phil's one of those guys that can run away with a tournament and I really have always 

admired that about the guys that can just keep going.  Tiger, Rory, Spieth.  Because it's one 

thing to win tournaments, it's another thing just to keep going and go really low and go crazy.  

Phil kind of changed my mindset as far as how you approach things, attack things.  I 

obviously haven't won a tournament by very far, but it was just about how that mindset going 

into the weekend in a good position, going into the last round in a good spot, how you try to 

attack the golf course and how you try to keep moving forward and that's always been tough 

for me. 

 

Q.  Did Phil say anything to you this weekend? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  We had dinner at French Laundry on Friday so that was a lot of fun.  

We were telling stories, Phil's got a million of them so that's always hilarious.  Yeah, we 

didn't really talk too much golf, it was all just goofing around.  But he's taught me plenty over 

the years, he definitely deserves a lot of credit for that.  

 

Q.  Did French Laundry live up to your expectations?   

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, definitely it was fantastic.  A lot of things that I wouldn't 

necessarily order but are ridiculously good. 

 

Q.  Did Phil pick up the tab? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  The tournament actually did.  It was quite the player party.  Put it on 

at French Laundry, you're going to get a nice reputation. 

 

Q.  Just some kind of house cleaning, stupid, meaningless golf questions.  Your club 

on No. 16? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  16, 2-iron. 

 

Q.  And was there any chance -- I'm trying to think the holes pretty much go the same 

direction.  Any chance of going for it on 18? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  I mean, I really wanted to, it was just too far.  We had 297 to the hole 

with it being kind of wet and a little bit into the breeze, whatever breeze there is.  To get over 

the first bunker is 265 so if you don't absolutely flush it -- I don't absolutely flush it, you can 

get in that bunker.  So a 40-yard bunker shot wasn't exactly the best ticket to a birdie, so we 

decided to get it down there and let the wedge play take over.  I think the best I could have 

done with a 3-wood if I absolutely killed it it would be to get somewhere around the front 

edge. 
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Q.  How late do the bars stay open in Idlewild?  Do they have bars?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Maybe A little later tonight, I'm not sure.  The whole town shuts down 

around 9:00.   

 

Q.  Just a thought on the Masters if you don't mind.  It's been I think since '12, hasn't 

it?   

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it's been since '12.  So when I won in '11 it was the week after 

the Masters so I had to wait 51 weeks to get there and by the time I got there my game was 

horrible.  It's the worst it's ever been since I've been on Tour at least and maybe ever.  I 

mean, I was so bad.   

 

I really feel like my game will set up a lot better for it now and just the chance to go back 

there and practice and play and enjoy the tournament, I think I'll enjoy that a lot more now, 

too.  I was worried I was never going to get another chance to go play there, so it's definitely 

huge for me, I'm really excited. 

 

Q.  You answered one part of it.  I'm just curious, you still watched it on TV I take it? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Oh, yeah, absolutely. 

 

Q.  Watching it on TV, was it any harder or different after you had played it than 

before?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, you're definitely really jealous if you're watching it on TV at 

home.  I watched my friends out there play well.  I mean, I'm a golf fan at heart anyway, so 

even beyond playing on Tour and playing in majors, I like to watch the game, I like to see 

good golf.  So the Masters is the holy grail and it will be a ton of fun.  Take some of my 

friends and family there and really, really excited about that. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I am.  I need a ride from somebody.  I need a ride to the 

airport, though. 
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