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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   BRENDAN STEELE   
October 16, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Brendan, you were close here last year.  Congratulations, buddy.  It all worked out 

for you today.   

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, it was a really tough.  Last year I really struggled down 

the stretch and this year it was total opposite and it just feels fantastic to come back like that. 

 

Q.  Previous victory in Texas, how about winning in your home state of California? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, very cool and awesome to start off the year.  I really love this 

event and Safeway's done an awesome job here this week and I'm really, really excited 

about it.  

 

Q.  I've got to ask you about the three birdies to close.  You guys were sort of going 

along there, it was tough work and then all of a sudden you just dropped the 

hammer? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean that's the exciting part about this golf course is there's 

some opportunities right at the end.  You've got two par 5s and a scoreable par 4.  Put the 

ball in the fairway and get the ball in your hand and you can make something happen.  

Fortunately, I felt really good with the putter and was able to hole some nice ones on the 

way in. 

 

Q.  After celebrations tonight, what's the plans over the next few weeks?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Planning on heading to Malaysia and then got John Curran's wedding 

that I'm in in a couple weeks, so we head to Boston, make a trip around the world so it will 

be pretty fun. 

 

Q.  Steele, birdie-birdie finish to win your second event in your career.  I know the first 

one's always memorable.  How special is this one? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, this one's awesome.  Home state, start the year out.  Now I'm 

going back to the Masters, that's all amazing.  And then this is a little bit of redemption from 

last year.  I led for 54 holes here last year and even into the back nine and then really 

struggled.  So it's nice to close it off this way and then it's the first one with the short putter, 

too, which I'm really proud of that, so making that transition's been a little tough. 

 

Q.  Did you know where you stood on the 18th tee? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I knew where I was on 18 but I knew Patton had a few holes 
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left and Johnson as well, so I knew that they could make three birdies in a row or something 

to finish so I knew I needed to get to at least 18 to have a chance.  

 

Q.  Champion here at the Safeway Open.  Brendan, give me your attitude, your 

mentality as you started today chasing the lead.  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I've been playing some really good golf but obviously being 

four back, you've got to really make something happen, especially when the conditions are 

soft,  I wanted to be aggressive and I didn't want to just kind of coast in and just make sure 

that I had a decent week.  I find myself doing that a lot where I just make sure that I don't 

make mistakes.  Today I really tried to make sure that I stayed committed to what I wanted 

to do and tried to birdie every hole. 

 

Q.  If you had to pinpoint one thing, what did you execute the best today? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  I think my putting coming down the stretch was really the most 

important thing and definitely some wedge play stuff.  I've been working on some stuff with 

Dave Pelz that really helped me with the soft conditions take spin off the ball and really 

control my numbers, which is somewhere that I've kind of struggled in the past. 

 

Q.  Last year you had the 54-hole lead at this event, you shot an over-par final round 

and took yourself out of contention.  I know you were disappointed.  How much more 

gratifying is it so come back here and win after last year? 

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, you don't often get that chance in life to really redeem yourself 

in the same way at the same place, and to basically do just the opposite, I think I bogeyed 

five of the last seven, I had the lead and bogeyed five of the last seven last year.  And then 

this week to birdie, I don't even know, four of the last six or whatever it was, the last three for 

sure, that really helps. 

 

Q.  I've had a lot of Tour players, multiple winners, tell me winning the first one was 

tough but winning the second one was even harder.  Was it is that way for you getting 

this second win now on the PGA Tour?  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, definitely.  I'd be lying if I said that maybe I was only going to 

win once on the Tour.  I felt like my game was really good and I put myself in position a lot 

but didn't really execute coming down the stretch.  I thought maybe I'm just destined to have 

that one win and play a long career out here but not necessarily keep winning, so this one 

definitely feels really good. 

 

Q.  By the way, your tournament schedule has changed a little bit for 2017.  You'll be 

at the PGA Championship, you'll be at the Masters and you'll be at Kapalua.  

Congratulations.  

 

BRENDAN STEELE:  Thanks.  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

