
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   MICHAEL KIM   
October 16, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  I would think you've got to be pretty pleased to the start of the season here this 

week? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Top 5, top-10 for sure? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Yeah, definitely.  Just wanted to get the season off to a good start and 

really just a better start than last year.  I finished like 50th or 60th I think.  This is my highest 

finish on Tour in my career, so yeah, definitely pleased.  Looking forward to the rest of the 

season.  

 

Q.  What were you working on in the offseason heading into this week and what was 

working for you this week? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Offseason, mainly wedges.  I hit a lot of wedges during the offseason.  My 

coach James Oh and I kind of set up a good plan I feel like for the month that we had and I 

stuck to it.  Felt like wedges were good.  With how soft the greens were, you really had to 

take extra club and take spin off.  Felt like I did a good job of that.  Just putted really well this 

week. 

 

Q.  Was that your takeaway from last year, though, that the wedges needed to 

improve, or what was kind of the takeaway from last year?  I know you said you made 

a lot of cuts but didn't feel like you had that top finish you needed.  

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Everything, really.  Honestly, there weren't too many tournaments where I 

felt too comfortable with my swing, just really getting that down and these guys are 

incredible how good they are. 

 

Q.  Right. 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  So felt like I had -- felt like I had a lot to improve on to win and finish well, 

looks like the offseason work.  

 

Q.  What kind of win -- you said it's your best finish on Tour, what can that do for you 

the rest of the year? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Maybe stress a little less about keeping my card and I can just kind of focus 

on playing well, trying to contend, get into final groups and get into contention.  That's why 

we all play the game. 
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Q.  Pretty close to Cal where you went to school.  What's it like to be back in this area 

this week? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Oh, it's great.  I came up a couple days early, played with the Cal guys and 

just to see those guys.  I love California, I love being in this area, so it's always nice when 

you feel like you're kind of home away from home. 

 

Q.  And have your boys Hagy and Homa on the Tour this week for the first time again? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Back with you, what was that like? 

 

MICHAEL KIM:  Yeah, that was fun, not only those guys but James Hahn and Collin 

Morikawa got an exemption this week.  You know, that's awesome to see all those guys 

from Cal come up and do well.  Excited for the rest of the year to see both of the guys for the 

entire year. 
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