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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   JOHNSON WAGNER   
October 15, 2016 
 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I hit driver, 3-wood, had 9-iron to the green, 110 yards, a really nice 

shot in there.  We got up to the green and they were squeegeeing the front off and Scott 

Piercy, the guy I was playing with, was just in front of the green.  They just couldn't get the 

water out of the line and as we sat there for a couple minutes, the back of the green started 

getting wet. It was wet. I would have loved to finish tonight, but it was becoming pretty 

miserable out there quickly.    

 

Q.  First tournament of the year, the state has had a drought going on for years.  

(Inaudible) and do you have to change your style of play in the water? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Definitely.  It was Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday the golf ball was 

releasing just like it did last year.  It was primed to be a firm, fast awesome event and hit my 

first shot to the green on Friday and it plugged out of the rough, I couldn't believe how much 

water we had had overnight. If you’re in a drought, have the PGA TOUR come by and it’ll 

rain.  The golf course is holding in there great and hopefully it'll quit raining and we'll play 

tomorrow.  

 

Q.  The eighth green, Johnson, can be kind of funny, you were in a precarious spot 

there.  How much did that spark you a little bit? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  It was huge.  I was kind of going along steady, going along making 

pars, a couple nice up-and-downs and then I hit a beautiful shot into 8 yesterday but the day 

before I spun it off 62 yards off the front of the green and luckily today coming out of the 

rough it didn’t have any spin and it was really a pretty good shot there short and right of the 

hole.  I needed to make a birdie and I'm not usually known for my chipping skills so it was 

nice to chip one in.  

 

Q.  And then on to the next one  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, anytime I can lip out a chip and have a tap-in, I’m a happy 

man.  

 

Q.  How do you think the conditions from say 10 on kind of shaped everything going 

into tomorrow if we ever get to tomorrow?  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, I never even looked at the leaderboard today.  I looked at our 

standard bearer and we were in the last group so I was just trying to hang with Paul and 

Scott all day.  It was so brutal out there the last few holes, I was hanging on hitting little 

quack hooks to the green but juts somehow getting it up and down and making par putts and 

really just trying to survive and make as many pars as I could, just tick them off hole by hole, 

okay, two more to go, let's just get this thing in.  So I think it had an effect, it had to, on the 
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other players.  I don't know how anybody else played, but it was difficult. 

 

Q.  For someone who's been around and been successful, when you got on Tour, did 

you have to like adjust and say I don't want to play in this or, you know, you might not 

play in it in an amateur event or Web.com or whatever, but okay, I'm just going to get 

up and go situation? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  What really is amazing, this is the first time I've had my umbrella out 

playing in rain like that in probably two years on the PGA Tour.  Seems like we're in warmer 

climates and if it's raining, it's thundering.  We really don't -- maybe Hilton Head last year a 

little bit. I've always been terrible in the rain.  I looked at the forecast when I was headed out 

here and I wanted to take it in and enjoy it. I had fun out there with my caddie, Matt. It's kind 

of a survival.  So I just try and enjoy every minute of the rain and it's nice to have that 

attitude.  

 

Q.  With so many people in contention, what's the mindset trying to deal with a course 

that's playing a lot tougher and a lot longer and the rain is difficult?  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  It's a challenge.  With soft greens you have to really play the 

percents and hit a lot of softer iron shots  and don’t let them back up off the fronts.  It 

reminds me playing Pebble Beach when it's been rainy and soft with severely pitched 

greens back to front and trying to hit three-quarter shots behind the hole and have it just 

gently come back.  If we don't have rain tomorrow, I think it's supposed to blow, but if we 

don't have a lot of rain tomorrow, who knows.  I'm just going to wake up in the morning and 

come out and try to make my putt on 16 for birdie but it's going to be fun.  The crowds have 

been great. 

 

Q.  I've got a question (inaudible.)  The shot on 14 out of the rough, can you give an 

idea, it came up fairly short.  Any idea what you had and -- 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I had 177 front and was just trying to hit kind of a hard hooking 

6-iron but with out-of-bounds 50 yards right of my target, I really didn't want to block it and hit 

it out of bounds, right?  So I just chunk pulled it and it ended up in a good spot.  I knew short 

of that green would be fine.  I probably could have hit one more club, but if it came out hot I 

definitely didn't want to be over the back of that green.  

 

Q.  The saves you made, especially in the rain, which was the tougher one?  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  13, I think if I was like a world-class bunker player I probably would 

have holed that, that was a pretty easy shot.  14 was in a good spot, too, just a long 

pitch-and-run, but 14 was probably a little bit more challenging for me. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I got lucky.  
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