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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   PHIL MICKELSON   
October 15, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Phil, it was pretty solid out there.  I saw you late last night out hitting some drivers 

on the back of the range.  I know the numbers weren't quite there but you drove it a 

lot better today until it got ugly out there.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I did hit a lot more good drives.  The last couple holes when it 

got wet I got stuck.  I had some good iron shots, I had some good opportunities.  I didn't 

quite match up my line and speed on the greens.  There's a little bit -- they're in perfect 

shape and they've got just the right amount of turn where you really have to decide what 

kind of speed you want to use.  You can't eliminate some of the pace.  I just didn't match up 

my speed with my line that well and consequently left a few out there.  But I played a good 

solid round and put myself in a position where if I go really low, and I've got to go really low, I 

may have a chance. 

 

Q.  The thing is you've hit it pretty good this week, it's really been the putter.  After as 

good as you putted it at the Ryder Cup you were probably looking forward to these 

greens, weren't you, a little poa annua back home? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it reminds me a lot of Torrey Pines and what I grew up on.  

They're in perfect shape and this poa annua has held up well, especially with the rain.  

They're really rolling true and you can get hot on the greens and I just haven't quite done 

that yet.  

 

Q.  One quick one on Mackenzie Hughes, pretty good player, isn't he, good little 

player? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, he's rookie out here, this is his first year and he hit a lot of good 

shots and hopefully he'll have a good year. 

 

Q.  Phil, you're in it right now, you're 6 back.  In terms of optimism, how are you 

heading into the final day to put yourself into contention?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I needed a little bit lower score today to get myself in position that I 

would have liked going into Sunday, but I'm still in a chance where if I go out and shoot a hot 

round of 8, 9 under par, and it's out there, that I maybe able to creep up the leaderboard.  

The weather's supposed to be a little bit better tomorrow and I'll have to get hot with the 

putter because I've given myself a number of good opportunities and haven't quite 

capitalized on some that I should. 

 

Q.  As well as you've played this year, how restless, for lack of a better word, are you 

to win again? 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm not as restless as it seems to be brought up every week, but I'm 

confident that if I keep playing well and keep playing better and better, it will happen.  I try 

not to focus on the results, but that seems to be -- the results are what gets discussed 

outside of the tournament but it's really not what I try to focus on in order to play my best 
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