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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   PHIL MICKELSON   
October 14, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Phil, still generating a lot of birdies like you did at the Ryder Cup, some of this, a 

little bit of the other.  Assess your game right now and the birdies you're making and 

your thoughts on the weekend.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm looking forward to the weekend.  I think today, given the conditions, 

this is some of the best iron play I've ever had.  To be able to get the distance control right, 

the trajectory, the spin right on spongy greens and give myself as many birdies as I had, I 

think this is some of the best iron play that I've had.  And then I hit a few wild ones, too, so I 

guess it's kind of my normal game. 

 

Q.  Speak to me about the aftermath of the Ryder Cup.  How tough was it coming back 

and getting in competition after that kind of high? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I didn't have much time off the week after.  I was running around, doing 

a few outings and events and so forth and I was all kind of on adrenaline because of the 

excitement that we all shared.  We've been texting the whole week after, guys are really 

excited.  It was really a special week for all of us.  Something we'll cherish and hopefully 

build on in the future.  

 

Q.  You want to play next time, don't you? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Q.  Phil, you had to play three real tough holes early this morning and then a long wait 

before you got back out there.  Not the waiting to get out there but on the tee and that 

first tee shot, not the one you were hoping for? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  No.  The club slipped over my hand and just whipped over and went 

out of -- it was just a horrific shot.  But that stuff happens.  You've got to get a grip when it's 

raining like this, but certainly the front nine was a challenge.  I thought, if anything, par or 

better would be a good score.   

 

I hit a lot of really good iron shots to give myself some good birdies.  I should have played it 

a few under.  But I hit a lot of good iron shots on the back nine, too.  This is some of the best 

iron play that I've had.  Given the challenge that we've had judging distance because the 

ball's going about 10 to 15 yards less than normal distance, then you've got a little bit of 

wind, a little bit of rain and soft spongy greens, some of my best iron play.  I certainly didn't 

drive it the way I need to but that's my game, I'm not the most accurate guy, but I get an iron 

in my hand and I can make a birdie. 
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Q.  That's what I said all day, I was blown away by how well you had iron control.  

Whether you wanted to spin it back to the hole or you stopped it dead, it was really 

good in the tough conditions.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I appreciate that because you're exactly right.  This is some of the best 

trajectory, spin control that I've had as well as directional.  I had a lot of really good birdie 

opportunities.  If I could hit a few more fairways this weekend, I think I'm going to make a lot 

of birdies. 

 

Q.  Did you pick up a beer at Stella when you hit that one over there?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  No, I picked up a bogey is what I picked up.  It sucked.  
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