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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   BILL HAAS   
October 14, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  An adventurous day out there, starting, stopping, rain, sometimes you had the rain 

gear on, sometimes off.  Are you satisfied with the way you performed? 

 

BILL HAAS:  Yeah.  I mean both rounds, honestly, I've gotten a lot out of it.  I made some 

nice par saves.  Some of my birdies were 15 feet 20 feet and that's pretty good on poa 

annua greens and these greens can be tricky at times.  I've gotten a lot out of my two 

rounds, so certainly there's some room for improvement ball-striking wise, but I think if I can 

keep feeling this nice on the greens, then maybe I'll be in the mix come Sunday.  

 

Q.  Do you feel like you're building some momentum heading into the weekend?  

 

BILL HAAS:  Maybe a little bit.  Today was -- the leaders are still starting their round at 10 

under.  I'm 2 back and they haven't even played their -- we'll have to see.  The wind has 

totally died, the greens are soft, the weather is pretty good right now so I can see the 

afternoon wave some scores going pretty low. 

 

Q.  Still regardless, you seem to be in the mix at least heading into the weekend.  

What is your mindset now given your position?  

 

BILL HAAS:  I mean, just something in the 60s.  The course is going to be soft.  I hear we 

may get a little wind tomorrow and Sunday so the scores won't maybe be as good.  I'm 8 

under, try to get to 9 under and take it from there.  I'm not going to change my game plan 

just because of my standing in a tournament.  Hopefully, just be in the mix come Sunday. 

 

Q.  Bill, just comment on your round out there for us today if you can. 

 

BILL HAAS:  Did some good things, did some bad things.  Honestly, I thought a little better 

ball-striking wise.  I felt I hit some more fairways.  It was easier to hit fairways today with it 

being so soft.  I thought the course played longer.  The putter was good at times but it 

certainly wasn't as hot as yesterday but it was tough to continue yesterday's putting.  So 

overall pretty pleased with 2-under par today.   

 

Q.  With it being as wet as it was, was it a little bit easier to be aggressive from the 

fairways?  When you did hit the fairway, did you attack those pins event if it's in a 

spot that you wouldn't have attacked if it wasn't as wet? 

 

BILL HAAS:  I think from the fairways, I wouldn't say it's harder, but I think it's almost more 

difficult sometimes with as soft as the greens were playing to hit it close.  From the fairway 

yesterday, they were the perfect firmness to hit it close.  They would one-bounce and stop.  

Today, you had to worry about spinning it back or taking some off and hitting a knock-down 
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shot.  So I think there was more thinking to be down out there but easier to hit it close from 

the rough today I would say. 

 

Q.  What did you do on 13? 

 

BILL HAAS:  My first hole back? 

 

Q.  No, No. 13.  How did you play it today?    

 

BILL HAAS:  I hit driver and a hit a 6-iron on the front of the green and two-putted. 

 

Q.  Do you remember what you did yesterday?  Just seemed like it was playing --   

 

BILL HAAS:  Yes, that was my restart hole so I had -- I think the groups in front of us, 

somebody said they were hitting 3-woods in and so I got -- I will say when we restarted, it 

was raining again but it didn't seem to play as long as some of the -- I think the wind was 

blowing before the break.   

 

But yeah, yesterday, yesterday hit 6-iron from the bunker so it wasn't that much different.  

Hit 6-iron today but it came off the front of the green.  It was probably a 5-iron.  Certainly it 

played longer everywhere on the course.  A good drive on some holes, I was hitting a 

5-wood yesterday, it rolled out where my driver was going today, so significantly no roll 

today.  If you hit a correct shot yesterday, it could roll 30, 40 yards.  Definitely different off 

the tee?   

 

Q.  Are you playing Malaysia? 

 

BILL HAAS:  No.  I kind of want to, but it's --  

 

Q.  I'm not asking you to, I'm just curious.  

 

BILL HAAS:  I'm not. 

 

Q.  I would think it's going to be kind of a weird dynamic finishing now and it's going 

to be really late tomorrow probably? 

 

BILL HAAS:  They said 11:00 to 1:00 threesomes, so probably not.  Actually, I'll probably 

tee off maybe a little earlier than I would have if it was twosomes if the weather's good and 

everything.  But I will say we were talking, we've had so many of these days this year, I don't 

think anybody's thinking it's -- it doesn't feel normal because this isn't what you want.  You 

want it to be smooth, and obviously Napa, California, you're thinking great weather all the 

time.  So this is a disappointment I would say, but I'm happy we're getting holes in.  Guys in 

the afternoon will be able to finish a number of holes and they'll just finish in the morning and 

we'll go from there. 
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Q.  Getting back in contention, I mean, is it pretty cool to get it so quickly? 

 

BILL HAAS:  It doesn't feel quickly.  It's quickly because it's the first tournament of the new 

season, but it's the 20th tournament of the year, so it doesn't feel new.  It's just another 

week, but any time you're playing well, you take the positives and hopefully build on those.  

The best part is I'm 8 under and I feel like I have a lot of room to get better out there so that's 

the positive, I guess. 

 

Q.  We talked yesterday about you starting the tournament 10 shots behind sort of.  

Are you where you would like to be considering that? 

 

BILL HAAS:  8 under in two rounds out here, I think it's a good score.  Like I said, I played 

two nice rounds and I'm still not equaling somebody's one round.  They haven't played yet, 

you never know.   

 

When we teed off, if we had not gotten to stop, it would have been very difficult for us.  

Those three holes we started with this morning were very difficult.  You couldn't really even 

see your ball, it was raining and windy.  We were lucky, I think all three of us were struggling 

for pars on the first hole so we were happy with the break.  So if we would have had to play 

in all that, it would have been a tough round.  But they did a great job because right now it's 

a perfect time to be playing. 

 

Q.  They apparently went to Tiger and Phil to make sure the pairing was going to be 

okay.  When they put you in there, did they clear that with you at all? 

 

BILL HAAS:  I think they just wanted to put an equal player in the place of Tiger.  (Laughs.)  

No, I don't know how that worked out.  I heard that was the pairing I was supposed to be.  I 

don't know how I got substituted in there, but when I saw I was playing with Phil and 

Emiliano both, I could watch Emiliano swing all day, it's a beautiful golf swing.  And watching 

Phil, as always you can learn something from how he plays the game.  So I was excited with 

the pairing.  I don't know how that worked out but I'm happy they would choose me to be in 

that group. 

 

Q.  What do you think they enjoy about you? 

 

BILL HAAS:  Nothing, I don't know.  I just kind of hide.  

 

Q.  Your pace? 

 

BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I'm ready to go, yeah.  I certainly don't like to hold anybody up, that was 

instilled in me at a young age.  I don't think I'm a fast player, I just think I'm usually ready to 

go.  And I think I'm anxious sometimes, like I want to hit the next shot so bad that I think I 

play too fast at times.  And that hurts me and helps me, I think, but I'd rather be my way than 

feel like I can't pull the trigger.  When I start feeling like they're waiting on me, I get flustered.  
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Q.  Has anybody ever waited on you? 

 

BILL HAAS:  I don't think so. 

 

Q.  I was thinking about this question for a long time and I don't know how to phrase it 

any other way.  If you tried at all, you would be a hell of a player.  It looks so effortless 

out there, it looks like you're not trying, you're just having fun.  

 

BILL HAAS:  No, that's a compliment, I appreciate that.  I'm grinding.  Like you say, 

underneath there, I try to be calm, try to just go with the flow.  When you miss putts, I tried 

my hardest but I am mad underneath.  Today, the last two rounds I putted really nicely and 

when you putt nicely, to me it makes you walk smoother, it makes you have more fun, it 

makes you smile more.   

 

I appreciate you saying that.  I am grinding out there.  I feel a little loose with the swing, but 

it's not far off I don't think.  I was hitting some nice shots as well.  You know, I don't know 

how else to say it other than I'm trying hard, I'm grinding out there, but I try to make it look as 

effortless as you can. 

 

Q.  It's fun to watch, and the thing that's so much fun, you getting in this grouping 

more than any ting else.  Me getting to call three shots in a row without having to 

throw it to (indiscernible) because you guys were ready to play golf.  That had to be 

fun for you because I know you get a little antsy and you want to play and you got to 

the last two days.  

 

BILL HAAS:  Absolutely.  Phil's always ready to be to go.  Emiliano might be the same 

speed as me, he seems to just be ready.  I don't think we're like too fast, it's just we're ready 

to play and we don't overthink it.  Phil, he's an aggressive player, he sees a shot and he hits 

that shot and I think that's kind of what we need is you see a shot, hit it, don't what-if this, 

what-if that.  That's when we get in trouble.  So certainly fun for us.  We're all playing pretty 

well and anytime you get to play with Phil and a guy like Emiliano, it's a lot of fun.  

 

Q.  How much fun is hitting some of these wedges when you get to make that 

decision, do I throw it up 30 feet behind the hole and spin it back or do I try to hit that 

dead shot and not spin it.  There's a lot of thought process going into these shots 

inside 120 yards.  

 

BILL HAAS:  Absolutely.  I was just saying a minute ago that I think it's actually harder to hit 

the ball close with these greens being this soft than it was yesterday with perfect -- they 

were like the perfect firmness where they would one-hop and just stop.  That's from the 

fairway.  From the rough, certainly it's an advantage with the soft greens.  You do have to 

think but that makes it fun.  That's I think where you see the better players stand out.  

Watching Phil hit those wedge shots is something to learn from. 
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