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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  JOHNSON WAGNER    
October 13, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Johnson, great round of golf today, man.  It's always nice when you birdie more 

than half of them, huh?  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  It may be a record birdie total for me, 10 of them today. I made 

plenty of mistakes.  Putter got hot and had a lot of good looks.  Greens were perfect.  Got off 

to a good start on my first hole making about a 30-footer and just kind of was on from there. 

 

Q.  The golf course is in such good shape, that is one of the reasons because this is 

not an easy course to score on.  I mean, there's not going to be a bunch of low, low 

rounds today, I don't think.  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Well, we just had great conditions.  It was a little cold early and 

warming up in the dark's no fun, but once we got out there, had the sweater off, no wind.  

Greens, we were first off so nobody was on the greens, and man it was great conditions. 

 

Q.  Conditions, let's talk about conditions.  You've heard about the weather.  Might not 

being quite as good moving forward.  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, I've never particularly been a great rain player and then 

watching my Hokies beat up on North Carolina last week, Virginia Tech football's always 

great in rain and cold and nasty weather, so I've taken a new attitude that I am a Virginia 

Tech Hokie and we thrive in poor conditions.  

 

Q.  Pretty good way to start the year? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, I think so.  I birdied the first hole and I was like oh, here we 

go, first hole of the year, first birdie.  Yeah, it was great.  I really had five great weeks off.  

Didn't do a whole lot.  Then got working pretty hard this last weekend and I wasn't trying to 

peak last week, I'm trying to peak on Sunday this week.  Things are moving in the right 

direction. 

 

Q.  You kind of, as I recall, came on toward the end of the season and do you think 

this is kind of a carryover? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I think so.  It was so nice, I played a lot at the end of the year and 

had a lot of success leading into the Playoffs and a little bit in the Playoffs.  Yeah, I think it's 

definitely a carryover.  My mind's in a good spot.  I had a lot of time off and I thought my golf 

game had left me but it's still there and bad things happen and I'm reacting to them better. 

 

Q.  When you take five weeks off, when do you, how long do you give yourself to relax 

and then when do you start? 
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JOHNSON WAGNER:  I love playing golf so I played with my brother a couple times early 

the first week off.  Then went to Merion with friends for a nice trip, but I didn't hit the balls on 

the driving range until the start of my fifth week off.  Then I started kind of seeing where my 

game was and it wasn't very good.  I was a little nervous coming in, but good work over the 

weekend with my caddie Matt and it's all there. 

 

Q.  What part was gone? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Just speed, there was no speed in my golf swing.  I was kind of 

hanging onto everything.  Chipping actually, which is such a weakness of mine, my chipping 

throughout the whole time off seemed to be kind of staying pretty solid, which was nice. 

 

Q.  What are your goals for this year, Johnson?  I know it's still early, but what are 

your goals? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I haven't won since 2012.  I want to win, and when you win, 

everything else takes care of it.  I've never had a multiple win season, that would be nice, 

but my goal is to win golf tournaments.  I would like to say Presidents Cup, that's a goal 

always, but I just want to win golf tournaments. 
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