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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   SCOTT PIERCY     
October 13, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  12 birdies, two bogeys, 7 under your first 10 holes.  What was so pivotal about that 

great start? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  You know, (inaudible).  My wife told me to go out and hit (inaudible) today 

hit well and I made some putts.  Been doing that in the offseason, I think it's starting to show 

(inaudible). 

 

Q.  Is that what you've been focusing on in the offseason this year, putting? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  You know, I looked at the stats, I was 37th on the FedExCup and 150th in 

putting last season, so most definitely some room for improvement.  The putter head's down 

and tried to work on it and made some good progress. 

 

Q.  Interesting part of the round when you came to the 12th hole, the third, you made 

a bogey, your first bogey, and then you not only birdied the next hole but the next 

three.  Did that bogey kind of sharpen your focus? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  You know, bad shots come out of you every once in a while and I felt like 

if I got on the green (inaudible).  I was hitting good shots.  I really just mis-hit one shot today 

and just kind of turned it around real quick and (inaudible) on the next hole, hit really good 

shots into the par 5.  Thought I made the eagle putt, kind of broke right at the hole, but all in 

all it's okay. 

 

Q.  The weather doesn't look good over the next three days.  Having a 10 under round 

like today (inaudible)? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  You know, we had perfect weather this morning although it was very cold, 

but it warmed up nicely and hopefully the weather holds off a little bit.  But we'll do what 

we've got to do. 

 

Q.  Scott, it's been a long time since I walked with a guy that had that many birdies.  

Great round of golf.  How would you describe it because that's a pretty phenomenal 

day? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  Oh, man, I think I made more feet of putts than I did all last season.  I've 

been working on the putter a lot and trying to get some things figured out.  Today was a 

good start to the season, good start to get some confidence with the putter.  Ball striking, it 

feels like it's been there.  Just continue to roll with it. 

 

Q.  You had some time off.  Did you take time off, did you work hard on the game?  
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What have you been doing the last few weeks? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  I just missed getting into the TOUR Championship.  And I (inaudible) by 

like four strokes.  Being 150th on the stats last year in putting, I think we can figure out 

where it came from.  So gave me a month off not getting into the TOUR Championship and 

then two weeks off missing the Ryder Cup.  It was just a matter of figuring out what's going 

on with the putter.  We tried put our finger on it and grind away and put the hours in that I 

needed to put in.  So that's what we did and hopefully (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  Could you imagine shooting a score like that in the opening round of the season?  

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  You know, I haven't made a lot of putts lately.  Not really what I had in 

mind but I've been working on it (inaudible) and I've been hitting the ball well and it feels like 

the putter's coming around and saw a couple go in.  (Inaudible.)  So keep trying to make 

some birdies.   

 

Q.  22 putts on these greens.  Challenging greens.  (Inaudible) you made so many 

putts in the first 12 birdies? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  I started doing the AimPoint with my feet and holding up fingers, I kind of 

thought my (inaudible) was on.  Today it worked really well, I was hitting the ball really well.  

So I agree with you, the poa annua can be kind of dicey but sometimes when you get that 

good bounce (inaudible)   

 

Q.  12 birdies, 2 bogeys, you go (inaudible)? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  That's cool.  I haven't done it for a while.  I haven't had those sort of those 

real low rounds lately.  I've been playing pretty consistently a couple under par.  Just got the 

putter rolling today, really rolling. 

 

Q.  When's the last course record you broke that was equally meaningful, I guess? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  I mean, coming up through the Monday qualifying and stuff, I used to do it 

all the time so I kind of got it, got it in line and out next.  Probably Reno.  There's got to be 

something in between there. 

 

Q.  Scoring conditions were that good? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  Today, yeah.  It was cold this morning but the fairways were rolling so it 

wasn't playing that long.  The greens were soft enough this morning, and being able to get 

out fairly early, have the greens smooth because the poa annua can get a little bumpy is 

probably key.  Yeah, I hit a lot of wedges into holes, a lot of 9-irons, sand wedges, so I was 

driving it well, putting it in the right positions. 

 

Q.  You talked about your putting.  How much did your driving set up your round? 
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SCOTT PIERCY:  Yeah, starting at No. 1, hit driver in the middle of the fairway.  Didn't hit 

the greatest wedge but hitting a wedge in nonetheless.  Made a good putt.  Being in the 

fairways is key.  I hit a 9-iron in there about two feet being out in the fairway.  Drove it, 

probably hit the best drive of the day on 5, 6-iron into the par 5.  It was hammer time right 

there.  Once again out in the middle of the fairway.  7, same thing, right down the middle, 

perfect. 

 

Q.  Not to get too golf anal there, but what line did you take on 5? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  (inaudible) I want to -- there's a bee tree right on the corner, it's got like 

three bees in it, and then there's like, you could see like the cart path and just hit it like right 

down the cart path, cut it a little bit.  (Inaudible).  Yeah, I nailed it. 

 

Q.  Do you think the scores won't be as low with the weather coming in?   

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  It's supposed to rain the next two days like nonstop.  So you get a little 

(inaudible).  If it doesn't rain too hard, the course will get better.  Then again, if it gets soft, 

probably get a lot more spike marks and indentations on the greens. 

 

Q.  How do you stack up a year like last year/season you had not winning compared 

to years when that you did?  You could argue that you almost had a better year than 

the years you did win. 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  Last year was an interesting year.  It was my best money wise, on paper, 

I guess you could say.  But if you take out the two seconds, you're always going to have two 

or three events you play well at.  But I mean, I made almost $1.8 million and I made $2.9 last 

season.  So the other 20 events that I made the cut, I would say average.  Putter held me 

back but there was a lot of good.  Being 150th in putting last year, last season -- 

 

Q.  That's not very good. 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  And finishing four strokes out of getting in the TOUR Championship, 

moving up in the world rankings the way I did, there's a lot of positives.  And it was pretty 

easy to see what's going wrong.  (inaudible) says it's the best, when you really try to break it 

down and say all right, there's a lot of good ball striking, chipping was actually pretty good, 

the putter kind of fell flat on its face.   

 

I brought Jeff Smith in to work with me at Doral in March and my main goal is to get the ball 

striking on point.  Did that well and kind of let the putter go too far.  So it's kind of one of 

those great seasons, but it kind of --  

 

Q.  Didn't feel like it? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  Yeah, it's a -- then when I won last year, the other thing was I only missed 
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two cuts last year, so the consistency (inaudible) I would say if the putter's better, the 

consistency level would be higher and then those two second places don't stick out like a 

sore thumb so much.  Overall, there's a lot of good, just need to (inaudible) the putter and 

(inaudible). 

 

Q.  You mentioned the putter kind of holding you back a little bit last season.  Is there 

anything in particular you worked on or anything that you kind of saw today that 

you've been working on that led to your success? 

 

SCOTT PIERCY:  We switched up the putter.  I wasn't -- my misses, or I take it outside and 

shut and wipe across it.  So I went to a putter that has a little bit more toe hang, a little 

shorter so I can get my eyes over the ball, kind of get in a better posture and just worked on 

letting the thing just swing instead of (inaudible).   

 

So working a lot with a chalk line and rolling a ball through two tees starting on my line.  I 

wasn't starting on my line at all last year.  (Inaudible) working on getting it online, a little bit 

open back and then release instead of (inaudible).  Kind of as simple as I can make it. 
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