
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   PHIL MICKELSON   
October 13, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Came out of the gates a little slow but after that you settled down really, really 

well.  Your strengths you had out there, maybe some concerns? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I have to be careful energy wise because it's been a very 

emotional and long year, 2016 ending and culminating with the high of the Ryder Cup.  Last 

week I didn't have much time off, so I've got to just maintain energy.  I got off to a slow start, 

I wasn't as focused as I need to be, but put myself in a position where tomorrow if I can get 

hot on the greens, get perfect greens in the morning, get it going shoot 6, 7, 8 under par and 

get right back in it for the weekend. 

 

Q.  Weather's supposed to be an issue starting tonight through the weekend.  How do 

you mentally prepare for what may be a tough day and a tough weekend?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I like bad weather.  It's unfortunate because Napa's such a beautiful 

place and we have so many people that are coming out to the tournament.  Today there was 

great turnout.  We've got a lot of support with the vendors of Safeway here that are trying 

food and drinks and everybody's having a great time.  So it's unfortunate that the weather 

isn't going to be better, but from a playing standpoint, I like playing in bad weather.  I've 

gotten over the years to be fairly effective in it and consequently I play well in the British, so I 

don't mind that challenge. 

 

Q.  And finally, this golf course, what are your likes? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I really like it.  It reminds me of the old Torrey South.  The way the 

holes moved, the way the greens have similar contours to them and the length wasn't 

overpowering but you had to be very precise to get it close to some of the holes.  I like the 

feel of the golf course. 

 

Q.  You said how you've modeled yourself after Arnold Palmer in terms of how he 

dealt with fans.  I'm curious, did you also take his playing style to parallel to your 

own?   

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I have always kind of enjoyed playing more aggressive and challenging 

myself on shots.  When I have a more difficult shot, I get a better visual, a better picture of it, 

I tend to execute it a little bit better.  Sometimes when it's just a mundane straightforward 

shot, I don't have that crystal clear focus.  So that's just always the way I've played and I 

enjoy that challenge, it brings the best out in me.  Playing for center of the greens, laying 

back off the tees, that stuff doesn't get the best out of me.   

 

So that's not so much from Arnold, but Arnold even said a few things to me that just kind of 
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stuck in my head and watching him.  I'll always fall short of him.  He is just, the way he treats 

people, the way people walk away feeling good after they've interacted with Arnold Palmer 

was something you just can't duplicate.  He's a special person.  

 

Q.  When you said he said a couple things to you, anything in particular that you 

carry? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, he said this to me a long time ago, it's always been in the back of 

my head.  He said, look, never walk past anybody, always look them in the eye, always 

acknowledge their existence.  Thank people for the job that they do, the people here that 

come out that allow us to play golf for a living, acknowledge the fact that we get to play golf 

for a living because of them.  Those types of things he not only said but he did with such 

great. 

 

Q.  Did you also talk to him about the way you guys play, the aggressiveness? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I remember we played Augusta one time on the seventh hole and I 

asked him if he likes hitting driver here and he said, "I always hit driver here.  I figure if I'm 

playing well enough to win this golf tournament, I'm playing well enough to hit driver in this 

fairway."   

 

This is before they changed it and made it long and now you have to hit driver, but it was a 

driver and wedge.  Some guys would lay back and hit iron, maybe an 8- or 9-iron in.  But he 

would always play for birdie on 7.  That always stuck in my head that if I'm playing well 

enough to win any golf tournament, I need to be able to hit driver in the fairway and make 

birdie. 

 

Q.  How would you describe your driver today off the tee? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Less than desirable, but I missed it in the right spots.  The fairways are 

tough.  Very few people are hitting fairways out here because they're tight, they turn and 

they're firm so balls are running through.  Now as the weather comes through and they 

soften up and the balls are staying, they'll be fine.  But I drove it plenty good enough to stay 

inside the treeline, not get into too much trouble and still be able to make birdies.  After the 

first two holes where I kind of had some mental blocks and made some bogeys, I played 

bogey free thereafter. 
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