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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  PHIL MICKELSON      
October 12, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Just a couple quick comments, obviously coming off an incredible season, your 

11th Ryder Cup, turning around at the beginning of the year.  Thoughts going into the 

week at the Safeway Open?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, after five solid days off, it's exciting to start the year.  I'm still on 

an emotional high from the Ryder Cup.  It's been such a fun experience to share that with so 

many guys and to be out here in Napa, this is such a beautiful area and the tournament's so 

well run, the golf course is a fun course to play that I'm excited to be here, but I'm still on 

kind of that emotional high. 

 

Q.  What was it like in the aftermath, Phil, to finally get one again after all this time? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that it was a really fun feel for us to share such an emotional 

experience.  There was such a closeness and unity on this team and such support from 

each other that it helped bring out some of our best golf.  We had this emotional experience 

that we shared that is kind of a common bond that builds relationships that last a career, a 

lifetime. 

 

You know, guys have been texting all week long and staying in touch and it's really been an 

exciting thing to be a part of. 

 

Q.  Was it winning that made it so special or just the fact that it was different and you 

guys were --  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, the results happen when you play well and the guys really played 

well, but I think the reason we were able to play well was we had so many variables 

eliminated well in advance.  The vice captains and the captains had such a great game plan 

prior to the event that when we got to the tournament week, we were able to focus solely on 

our game and our preparation and our putting.  We had a phenomenal putting week as a 

team.  Everybody really putted well. 

 

It's exciting to see what these guys are capable of.  The U.S. team really has some great 

players and to see some of the play that came out of these guys was really fun.  And how 

fun was it to see Patrick Reed showing the emotion, and his match with Rory, I loved the 

banter.  I was really impressed with how classy the European team was, too.  I thought they 

were just classy through and through throughout the whole week. 

 

Q.  Phil, as consistently well as you've played this year without winning, did that fill 

any kind of a void? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  It probably did, it probably did, because this has been something that's 

meant a lot to me to have the Ryder Cup team play well but also have some direction and 

continuity from year to year, and to see that we had such early success was exciting.  I didn't 

know how the first year was going to go, but I'll tell you, Davis did such a great job in 

bringing everybody together.  He was such a solid glue to all the people involved that it was 

fun to have such early success. 

 

Q.  You talked earlier in that week about feeling more pressure on yourself because of 

everything leading up to it.  With the win, did it feel that much more satisfying than it 

would have had in '99 and '08? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It did but I'll tell you.  I just have such belief in our guys.  I know how 

good these guys are, I've seen their talent level.  To see their best golf come out was what 

was so exciting because we saw some really exciting shotmaking in golf.  Look at what, like I 

say, Patrick Reed did and look what Sneds did and Koepka and all the way down, 

everybody on the team. 

 

Q.  You made 10 birdies.    

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I played some of my best golf, too, because when you feel that kind of 

support and you play for a bigger purpose, it brings out some of your best golf.  I was 

certainly a beneficiary of it as well. 

 

Q.  What have you got let for this week? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm still on an emotional high, and even though I've been running 

around this last week, my energy level is up and I'm optimistic about having a good week.  I 

love the golf course and the feel.  It's in California and I'm excited to play. 

 

Q.  Some of us were surprised when Tiger pulled out on Monday, especially when he 

used the word "vulnerable."  What was your take? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, we all want Tiger to come back, but we want him to come back 

when he's ready.  If he doesn't feel like he's ready, then he should wait.  We'll all wait in 

anticipation and we're excited, but I understand there's a lot of pressure not just to come 

back but to perform when he does come back.  So you want to make sure that your game is 

right because look at how much scrutiny he's going to be under.  All the members of the 

media that were coming here when he was committed and all the analysis of his swing, 

analysis of his game, all that stuff leads to pressure.  So if I'm him, I want to make sure that 

my game is right when I do come back, and so if he doesn't feel like it's right, then he needs 

to wait.  We support him. 

 

Q.  How much were you able to talk to him about his own situation at the Ryder Cup?  

Did it come up at all?    
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PHIL MICKELSON:  His game really didn't come up because we were so focused on the 

event.  He was so instrumental in developing a game plan and mapping out the pairings and 

talking about who was going to play in what waves and how we were going to set the course 

up when those certain players played.  We wanted, on the par 5s, when we had some of the 

shorter guys that were great wedge players like Zach Johnson and Sneds playing, we 

wanted the tees back, we wanted nobody reaching those par 5s because we wanted it to be 

a wedge competition.  And when we had our longer guys in, we wanted it reachable.  I 

mean, little details like that, Tiger was very instrumental on details and there's dozens of 

those examples.  

 

Q.  As long as this season has been for everybody in golf, physically, has it been 

more demanding and how do you feel about your game right now? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't feel like it's been physically more demanding because maybe 

it's just because I'm in better shape this year than I have been.  But my energy level is up, 

I'm excited to play.   

 

I have one goal this offseason.  I started doing it last week.  My goal is to address my 

driving.  I feel like from the irons on in after the drive, my game is as good or better than just 

about anybody in the world, but off the tee I'm playing from such a disadvantage that I have 

to fix that. 

 

Now, I addressed my putting a few years ago and my putting's been astounding for me ever 

since.  Now I've got to do that with the driver.  So I started a biomechanics deal in looking at 

where I go wrong.  I think we have an idea of what that is for the first time in a while.  If I can 

fix my driving and drive it effectively, thereafter I should -- I'm very confident in my abilities 

thereafter so it should hopefully be a good year. 

 

Q.  What's the biomechanics deal? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Finding out where in my swing goes off with driver relative to the other 

parts of my swing.  I'm able to hit long irons, mid irons, short irons very effectively.  When I 

get to driver, something goes off, my leg action isn't quite right.  I have a couple of issues 

that I've got to address and identifying it is the first part. 

 

Q.  I wanted to ask you kind of an unrelated Tiger question, what do you consider to 

be the most scrutiny you've ever been under going into a tournament and why? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know if I can answer that. 

 

Q.  You're obviously going to have a role in the Ryder Cup going forward, committee 

and everything, but do you still see yourself as a player first?  I mean, is 2018 the goal 

to be there as a player and you're focused on that?  How do you look at it going 

forward now at this point in your career? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, Bob, it's been 22 years since there have been 10 Americans that 

have been able to beat me so I don't know why it would stop now.  I plan on being on the 

team in France and absolutely one of my goals is to play in France because I've never been 

on a winning Ryder Cup team over in Europe.  I want to go win a Ryder Cup over there and I 

want to be part of that as a player. 

 

Q.  Quickly to finish with, what was your take coming out of Arnold's service? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I thought it was riveting to listen to all the speakers.  I thought the 

speakers were just fabulous and really brought about the essence of who he was as a 

person on a very personal note with Sam Saunders and then as the icon that he is all I way 

through to Jim Nantz.  I just thought that it was an incredible service for him and kind of a 

celebration of Arnold's life.  I wouldn't have missed that. 
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