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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   EMILIANO GRILLO     
October 12, 2016 
 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Good afternoon.  Thanks, everyone, for joining us here at the 2016 Safeway 

Open.  To my far left I would like to introduce PGA Tour Deputy Commissioner Jay Monahan 

who would like to make a few comments as we get started with this special occasion. 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Good afternoon, everyone.  It is a great thrill to be here at the Silverado 

Resort & Spa to kick off the 2016-2017 PGA Tour season. 

 

I want to start off by saying a special thank you Safeway, our title sponsor, and to officially 

and formally welcome them to the PGA Tour family.  Spent some time earlier today with Bob 

Miller, executive chairman and CEO of Safeway, who's been a partner for nearly 30 years.  I 

think everyone can agree that they've brought great energy and passion to this event.  It's 

apparent already on Wednesday of this week. 

 

As we concluded the 2015-2016 PGA Tour season at the FedExCup Playoff Finals at the 

TOUR Championship, shortly thereafter our players were asked to vote on PGA Tour Player 

of the Year and PGA Tour Rookie of the Year.  Yesterday you saw Dustin Johnson receive 

the PGA Tour Player of the Year and today I am thrilled to announce that Emiliano grill has 

received the 2016 PGA Tour Rookie of the Year Award. 

 

Emiliano had a phenomenal season.  If you look back to what happened this past year, he is 

the third player from the high school class of 2011 to win this award; Jordan Spieth in 2013 

and Daniel Berger in 2015.  He's also the third player from Latin America to receive this 

award.  Carlos Franco received it in 1999 and Andres Romero received it in 2008. 

 

And his success actually started the week before as he concluded a very successful 

Web.com Tour finals, and as a Web.com Tour graduate he came here to Silverado in his 

first PGA Tour event, he won.  He becomes the eighth player in the history of the PGA Tour 

to win their first PGA Tour event. 

 

And his great work didn't stop here.  Over the course of the season, I think if you look to his 

final standings, he was 11th in the FedExCup standings as he left Atlanta, he finished very 

strong, had an eighth place finish at the Olympic games and two top-10 finishes in the 

FedExCup Playoffs. 

 

To give you a little perspective ton what it means to be a first-time player to win and to make 

it to the TOUR Championship, since the start of the FedExCup era in 2007, there have been 

300 players that have made it to Atlanta.  Nine of those players are rookies and very few 

have had as much success over the course of the season as Emiliano had. 

 

As we sit here today, he ranked sixth in the Presidents Cup team standings as we look to 

New York in 2017.  And beyond all of his success and the passion you saw on the golf 
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course, I think he reflects a generation of young players that are coming out here 

representing themselves and this game very well and playing and winning at a young age 

and early on in their careers, and I think that leaves us all at the PGA Tour feeling very good 

about our future.  Just more and more young players competing at the highest levels. 

 

But I think as you look forward from today, having spent time with Emiliano, one of the things 

that you're going to be very impressed with as we go forward is not only his passion for this 

game, but his passion for his country and his recognition of the platform he has created for 

himself vis a vis his success, and I think you'll watch him make a big difference on young 

people in the years to come. 

 

So I have already talked too much.  I'm going to turn it now to the man who's won the award.  

Actually, we're going to play a video and we're going to provide him with a trophy, but please 

join me in congratulating Emiliano Grillo.   

 

(Applause.)  

 

(Video played.)  

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  First, thank you.  That was really nice.  Like you say, it feels like a long 

time ago.  It's been a nice ride.  It's been a long year.  It was definitely worth it.  It's nice 

being back here where it all started.  Like I say, it's been an amazing journey. 

 

I honestly didn't expect it to be this nice out here on the PGA Tour.  I've always said we are 

so spoiled, it's just incredible.  Coming from four years on the European Tour, I never 

expected it to be this nice out here, to be honest.  This is unbelievable.  I mean, I've worked 

so hard for the last five, six years, especially for the last year.  I think it's one of those 

trophies that it's going to stay in my memory forever, especially these first years.  I had two 

trophies that I'm always going to have in my memory. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  As part of the celebration, we asked Emiliano what he enjoys eating, and as 

part of the celebration the Silverado staff has created lomitos for his request and we would 

like to bring one of them up.  We have created a lot of them, so feel free right here in the 

back to treat yourself to lomitos.   

 

At this time, we would present you with one and then we'll get started with the press 

conference.   

 

We will continue on.  Not only do we have the 2015-16 PGA Tour Rookie of the Year but 

we've also got the defending champion of the Safeway Open here with us.  With that said, 

it's been an incredible year.  You touched on it, but if we could just get some comments on 

being back here at Silverado as you defend your title. 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  When I got here on Monday, I can remember why I fell in love with this 

place.  It's unbelievable.  The golf course looks greener than last year, it's in great shape just 
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like last year but it looks better to the eye.  Hopefully the rain that's coming will stay away 

and we have some good week of golf.  Hopefully I can get back my trophy. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Well, one was a year ago.  This is today.  You know, I think this was a 

bit harder.  The other one was, you know, it was very quick.  This one I had to work really 

hard.  After I won, Smylie won the week after and I kind of knew it was going to be a battle 

between him and I.  It was a very long year.  The beginning of the year I didn't play quite 

good and he played unbelievable.  He was leading or second place at the Masters, he was 

playing in the final group.  I kind of knew if he had a good week there it would kind of lock it 

up.  And I was kind of lucky, I guess, I played really well after the Masters.  I had some good 

tournaments after it and then I think I did my job right and I kind of earned it. 

 

Q.  Is there some insight you have on this golf course to play well here? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Well, thank you.  I don't know.  I just, I don't know, I like it.  It suits my 

eye.  There's a lot of 3-woods off the tee, I kind of like that on the golf course, that you have 

to place the ball off the tee.  And then you've got to be smart.  There's some places out here 

that you cannot go.  You can't miss on the wrong side.  There's some very tricky putts out 

there and I think that helps me.  I'm not -- I don't consider myself a good putter out here.  I 

mean, there's probably a hundred guys that putt better than I am and that gives me an 

advantage.  Not many guys are going to make putts from 30 feet out here and that kind of 

helps a little bit.  But I love this place.  I won last year, there's nothing you can go wrong with 

that. 

 

Q.  Obviously you had immediate success out here on Tour and we've seen some 

other younger players have similar success, Jon Rahm comes to mind.  Seems like 

with the young crop of players now, yourself included, you don't really seem to have a 

learning curve.  What is it about this young group that kind of plays with no fear and 

just kind of comes out here and feels like they can win? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  I think the process in the last 10 years have changed for young 

people.  We got a TV, we got our phones, we can look everything on the phones and on the 

TV.  That kind of speed up the process.   

 

If you ask me why we come here fearless, it's because we want to win, we want to do what 

this.  All guys, whatever, I mean they're 30 years old.  You want to do what these guys do.  I 

think we want it so much that we just, we put that fear aside.  I personally take that fear as 

something that helps me, that drives me, motivates me.  At the beginning I thought that fear 

was something negative and now I think it's a positive and that kind of helps.  Like last year, 

I think that's what helped me to get that trophy back home. 

 

Q.  If you had to rank what happened this season, obviously winning here, playing 

well in the Olympics, making it to the TOUR Championship, how would you put those 
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accomplishments along with the Rookie of the Year trophy? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Well, like I say, this is a year-long trophy.  This is up there definitely.  

This is probably the top one because you only get one chance, you only get one chance of 

getting Rookie of the Year and I think I'm lucky enough to do this for a living and work really 

hard for it.  This is definitely first or second.  That win last year was something that proved to 

me I belong here, that I could win out here.  That was something that it's hard to earn, it's 

hard to get that in your mind.  Quite different, but definitely up there both. 

 

Q.  Since you never know how golf is going to turn out, what do you think or does it 

seem odd to you at all that having grown up playing with Smylie and Jordan and 

Berger that you guys would all be Rookie of the Year so close together? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  I mean, I always knew that some of us was going to get there, either 

Jordan or Justin, Daniel, Patrick Rodgers, all these now playing out here on the Tour.  I 

mean it was a matter of time.  That group was so competitive.  It was hard winning junior 

events, it was really hard.  Everybody was shooting 10-under par, 8-under par on really 

difficult golf courses.  I think that, at least I think that that got me ready.  I mean, I was 

playing with the best juniors in the world.  I was playing with guys that were very hard to 

beat.  You know, when you're 14, 15 years old like that, it kind of gets you ready very 

quickly. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Jordan, for sure.  I mean, I think he was No. 1 when he was like 15 or 

16.  You know, I personally always thought that he was going to make it for sure.  Not that 

quick.  I mean, he got two majors in, what, when he was 21, 22?  That was very impressive. 

 

Q.  Didn't he say that no one hit the ball better than you? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  He putts better than I am and that's all that matters out here.  Yeah, 

that was always my game, that was always my game and I've been working really hard to 

get where he is with the putter.  

 

Q.  What's your plan for the rest of the year? 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Well, I'm playing next week in Malaysia, I'm playing China and right 

now I'm scheduled to play in Mexico.  I'm not sure about Sea Island.  I wanted to play 

tournaments that I didn't play last year and I didn't play Mexico or Sea Island.  So I'm not 

sure about that one, but those three for sure. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Congratulations on a fantastic season.  Many more things to come.  Thank 

you and congratulations. 

 

EMILIANO GRILLO:  Thank you very much. 
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