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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   BART BRYANT     
October 9, 2016 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Great playing today.  Do you want to just tell us what you're feeling, 

what's going through your head right now?  

 

BART BRYANT:  First of all, thank you, I appreciate it.  I'm not feeling any good.  I mean, I 

just, you know, having said that, you know, 16 under, I don't think anybody thought 16 under 

would win.  But being at 17 and then having a chance to get to 18 under on that final hole, 

that was a winning score, 18 for sure.  Obviously it looked like of course 17 would have, too.   

 

But I'm disappointed right now.  To bogey the 18th hole, a reachable par 5, is extremely 

disappointing.  Then to not make a very good run in the playoff is just fairly inexcusable to hit 

the two shots that I hit.  It is what it is, I'm going to keep trying and hopefully get a little 

better. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  At the start of the round, was getting yourself in contention, was that 

part of your game plan?  

 

BART BRYANT:  It was, it was.  I really felt like if I could get 5 under through the first 10 

holes, I started at 9, that put me at 14, I almost felt like if I could get it to 14 through 10 holes, 

then anything could happen, especially with those two par 5s coming in.   

 

I pretty much did that, I got myself in the hunt.  I made great birdies on 16 and 17 obviously, 

but to play the par 5s 1 over is inexcusable.  You're not going to win a golf tournament more 

than likely playing the par 5s like that, especially when those are the scoring holes on this 

golf course. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  You mentioned your birdie on 17, it was a long, winding putt.  Walk us 

through that putt.  

 

BART BRYANT:  I was just trying to stop it, almost stop it on top, and then from there it was 

just luck of the gravity, I guess.  Luckily, I read it well and I hit it.  It was just kind of one of 

those miracle putts.  It got me right in there with a chance to win the tournament.  It was 

easy to three-putt that, and for that to go in was huge.  I think that put me a little bit in the 

driver's seat and I didn't drive very well.  I wrecked the car.  (Laughs.) 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  How long would you say that putt was. 

 

BART BRYANT:  That had to be a good 45, 50 feet probably, yeah, no doubt. 

 

Q.  What happened on 15?  It seemed like you had some issues with people?  
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BART BRYANT:  There's actually a walkway behind the TV tower and people were 

just -- it's just where people enter and exit kind of the tournament to some degree.  It wasn't 

any fault of their own, I was just trying to get them to hold up for a second.   

 

I hit a tough shot.  When I hit my second shot, I knew I hit it in the worst possible spot.  It 

was just a terrible golf shot.  I hit a couple bad shots today, one of them just happened to be 

there and then playoff, the drive in the playoff.  Other than that, I hit the ball extremely well.  

But hitting that 3-iron left on 15, that's the only place you can't hit it, so it was a very poor 

shot at the wrong time. 

 

Q.  The shot on the playoff, you hooked your drive left a little bit? 

 

BART BRYANT:  Right.  Considerably, but thank you. 

 

Q.  What were you thinking on that shot?  Were you contemplating playing up maybe? 

 

BART BRYANT:  You know, I thought about laying up, but then I thought if I could hit a high 

slicing 4-wood, the worst that would happen is I'm going to hit it over in the bleachers to the 

right or drop it where I did.  So if I missed it left, I knew I would have a very hard shot, so I 

was just trying to hit it high and right no matter what because I would be able to drop it in a 

good spot.  But the chip just came out a little bit faster than I thought it would.  I just put 

myself in a tough position.  I drove the ball well all day, so I think I got a little, maybe a little 

anxious on the tee shot, a little rushed, tried to hit it a little hard, which I don't need to do.  

And then from where I put myself, that's just kind of the second shot I had to play just to 

make sure I stayed in it. 

 

Q.  Didn't look you had much grass underneath the ball? 

 

BART BRYANT:  I actually had a little bit.  On my chip shot or my second shot? 

 

Q.  Your chip shot.  

 

BART BRYANT:  Yeah, it was hardpan underneath but I was in a little tuft of grass so I 

knew it was probably going to come out hot and I didn't want to leave it, you know, so I 

made sure I caught it solid and it just came out a little bit hot.  It was a gap wedge. 

 

Q.  The issue in the bunker, they showed something on TV -- 

 

BART BRYANT:  It's funny, I hit it in that bunker yesterday and actually made a pretty good 

shot and somebody else hit it in that bunker on 18, I was going, it looked good to me.  Today 

when I hit it, I pulled a chunk of something out of there.  You know, it happens.  I don't know 

exactly what it was, but a couple guys had an issue with that bunker this week.   

 

I think if I had been more -- if I had been back in the bunker more where the sand was pulled 

to the middle, it might have been different, but a lot of times the sand is a little deeper when 
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you're up close to the lip like that and there was nothing under it, which was very odd.  

That's just not typical of how we would find that shot.  It was a little unfortunate maybe to 

have that happen, but to three-putt was inexcusable.  I just got a little unnerved by that shot 

and I don't think I recovered well.  There's just, it's an inexcusable three-putt, that's the 

bottom line. 

 

Q.  Were you shocked? 

 

BART BRYANT:  Yeah, it got me a little unnerved to see that.  I feel like I'm doing 

everything pretty good and all of a sudden that shot comes off that way, it just got me 

unnerved a little bit and then I just didn't recover well and hit a good first putt or a good 

second putt. 

 

Q.  Your club hit something in the bunker? 

 

BART BRYANT:  Yeah, when it was going down in the sand, it just didn't go down, it just 

stopped.  It didn't get underneath the ball so I kind of caught a little bit the edge of the club 

where normally you catch that shot in the middle or high on the club, I caught it at the bottom 

of the club because there just wasn't anything under there.   

 

Having said that, there's always rub of the green, there's always things that happen.  You 

have to manage that well and you have to go forward and I didn't recover and that's why I 

lost the golf tournament. 

 

Q.  Overall for the week, moving forward, do you feel pretty good?  

 

BART BRYANT:  I do.  I worked on my swing pretty hard this past -- I missed the last two 

events so I was home for a little bit and I worked with my coach and we were trying to make 

some changes in my golf swing and I felt like for the most part those held up.  Not a hundred 

percent but close and I trusted it pretty well.   

 

That was my goal this week, to really trust what I'm doing and see some consistency.  Even 

when I played well on this tour, I haven't really shown up with something that feels right.  

This week for the first time I sort of felt right in what I was doing.  So I hope that will continue 

and carry over and I hope some of the work that I've been doing is going to pay off.  You 

know, I played better tournaments this year with worse, with not as much ability.  This week I 

had some ability.  I really felt like I had the opportunity to do something where I've always 

been kind of piecing it together.  This week I felt like, you know, I feel I can do something.  It 

gave me a little bit of confidence I think to play today and hang in there and come down to 

the end and think this is where I belong.  There's been a lot of weeks where I've done well 

where I just didn't even feel like I belong out there because I wasn't hitting the ball properly.  

I don't know if that makes sense to you guys or not. 

 

Q.  Are you a scoreboard watcher? 
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BART BRYANT:  Yeah, yeah, I am. 

 

Q.  At 16 you're looking, knowing? 

 

BART BRYANT:  I did.  I didn't know exactly -- I looked on 17 and I saw that I think Jay was 

15.  I was assuming he was going to birdie -- he may have been 16, I don't know.  I got a 

little lost, but when I birdied 17 I thought I probably had a one-shot lead.  I really felt like if I 

birdied 18, I might win outright.  I felt like if I parred it, I'd probably be in a playoff to be 

honest with you.  And of course Jay didn't birdie it either, and I don't think anybody thought 

16 under would win this tournament with Jay being 15.  I know he's getting a little bit older 

but he's still pretty good. 
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