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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   JAY HAAS     
October 8, 2016 
 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thanks to Jay Haas for joining us again this evening.  Another good 

round by you today.  It seems like today you paired your putting with ball striking, you hit 17 

greens.  Was there a difference between today and yesterday?  

 

JAY HAAS:  Ball striking was, you know, it didn't seem that much better because I didn't hit 

as many.  I only hit, I don't know, 10 greens yesterday but I felt like I played pretty well from 

tee to green.   

 

But today was very solid.  I missed a fairway at No. 12, managed to recover, get it on the 

green.  Maybe another fairway at 15, but I drove the ball very well again but my irons were 

really, really solid.  The shot I missed the green on was No. 6 and hit a really solid 8-iron, 

just overcooked it a little bit, drew it in the bunker but managed to save par.  I hit two par 5s 

in two so it really wasn't a struggle tee to green, and made some nice putts today again. 

 

Q.  Did you know if you had made your last putt you would have shot your age?   

 

JAY HAAS:  Oh, I knew that, yeah.  It was great to even have an opportunity to do that.  

Obviously I wasn't -- when I was over the putt, I did not think that.  I knew what I needed to 

do early in the round.  Even yesterday when I was playing well, I just felt like, shoot, let's go 

for it.  I was feeling solid on the greens and so I was somewhat aggressive and hit 

some -- had some nice chances to even get lower, but obviously I made some nice putts, 

too.  Maybe probably 18 feet at No. 4 and then probably 25 feet at No. 5.  Those two were 

not stealing, but you don't expect to make those a lot of times.  But when you play well, 

that's what happens.   

 

I gave myself a ton of opportunities.  No. 10 I hit it about 10 or 12 feet and missed it.  A few 

other times hit some nice putts that thought might have a chance.  But it was nice to finish 

with two birdies.  No. 17 was a shot that I really hit well.  Fortunate to come off that hill, but it 

does that all the time and it wasn't like I was surprised that it would do it.  It's just if you go up 

in there and it stays, you're going to three-putt probably.  So to have that tap-in at 17 was 

nice and to hit two really solid shots at 18.  But I told Billy Ray on TV there that I fully expect 

any of these guys from behind to shoot 62 or 3 and I'm going to have to keep playing hard 

as I can and hopefully I'll have a chance coming down the last few holes. 

 

Q.  It was a long time ago, but in 2007 you played very well here and you're two shots 

ahead of that pace.  

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, I don't know what's gotten into me other than, and I've always said the 

ball doesn't know how old you are or what your name is or anything like that; if you hit a 

good shot, it goes right down the middle and on the green and in the hole. 
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So I'm not trying to think about being old or anything like that.  I feel good, I feel positive with 

my swing.  I'm not doing it with smoke and mirrors.   

 

But yeah, I remember playing very, very well that year and in past years here, so I want to 

try to do more of it and hopefully get off to a good start tomorrow and continue to fire at the 

flags.  As I said, it just looks to me like people are going to have a ton of opportunities and 

somebody gets hot and you could see a 60, 61, 62 from somebody out there.  So hopefully 

I'll be ready for it. 

 

Q.  When you played in the last group today, did you hear any of the Daly roars? 

 

JAY HAAS:  I was on the practice tee and I saw him fly it on the first green and I thought 

that was pretty impressive.  I never even thought about hitting driver on that hole much less 

carrying it onto the green.  I can't carry it over those bunkers 70 yards short of the green.   

 

But yeah, it's good to have John playing well out here and seemed like the people got 

excited about it.  No defense, so I don't have to guard him, I don't have to return his serves 

or anything like that; just try to keep my ball in play and get it in the hole as quickly as 

possible. 

 

Q.  Jay, Billy Andrade was talking a little earlier and said that, I asked him about the 

pin placement on No. 7.  You know, for some of us who have played here enough 

times, we know that that when it's over there left and low, that's a tough go at.  And 

then he told me, he goes, did you see the one on 14? 

 

JAY HAAS:  No. 14?  Yeah, 14 was kind of close to the edge there.  There were a couple of 

them, 3 and 4 from the edges here.  But there's not much defense with length on this golf 

course so you kind of have to get a little creative with pins, I think.   

 

But No. 7 has been there every single year and some years the greens are firmer and faster 

than others.  This year we've got some pace on them.  Just like on 17, it paid that it was 

quick for my ball to come all the way from the fringe to a foot from the hole.  Same thing 

there at 7, if you can get it up to the right there and it not stay up on the top, it will come 

down right next to the hole, too, if you get the right distance on it.  Good and the bad, and 

you've got to have some defense though for the course in some places. 

 

Q.  Now, you've been here for a number of years now.  Do you remember the old 

clubhouse? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Now there's a new one? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Right. 
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Q.  What do you think? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Well, it's pretty spectacular.  I hope everybody loves it, we certainly do.  It's one 

of our favorite places to play, I think.  Weather's always beautiful here.  The course is 

friendly, it's not so hilly, it's easy for us old guys to walk.  It just seems like the fans come out 

and really support us, and without question it's one of my favorite events of the year. 

 

Q.  What do you think of the town? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Pretty hard to argue with anything around here.  We've had very few days here 

where it's been cold or rainy or anything like that.  This might be a little bit warmer than 

normal but not that much.  I remember wearing a sweater vest here maybe in the past.  You 

would be pretty picky if you thought something was wrong with this area. 

 

Q.  Any hurricane damage reports back at home? 

 

JAY HAAS:  My home is in Greenville, which is pretty far upstate and we didn't even get 

rain there.  But we do have a house near Pawley's Island, north of Charleston, south of 

Myrtle Beach.  So we got a lot of wind and there's been a lot of rain, and I don't know inside 

the house whether it -- how my roof is, whether we need to do a new roof or not, but it's still 

standing and the beach looks like it came through okay.  I think we were pretty lucky, pretty 

fortunate the storm surge wasn't maybe as strong as it could have been.  I think it was down 

to like a Category 1 by the time it got up there.   

 

It looked like Charleston, Meeting Street I think is the name of it, kind of the oldest one 

closest to the water, it was under water.  They've got storefronts that have little marks on 

them and the name of the hurricane and they've been under water before.  They've been 

there for hundreds of years and they'll continue to be there, I guess. 

 

Q.  Sounds like the water got within a foot of (inaudible.)  

 

JAY HAAS:  He told me that this morning, yeah.  I think, who's in Hilton Head?  I can't 

remember who I talked to this morning that said they had some wind damage.  They were 

supposed to get storm surge of like nine or 10 feet and I think seven feet or nine feet is the 

highest point on Hilton Head.  Gene Sauers is who I talked to.  He showed me a picture, he 

had a couple trees down in his yard.  So overall I think everybody was pretty lucky.  

 

I texted with Nick Price and I think it was pretty strong when it got there and he said just 

some debris down but nothing, the house was fine and all that stuff and he lives right there, 

right on the water in Jupiter.  Overall, pretty lucky, I think. 

 

Q.  Didn't you kind of think that Billy Mayfair would kind of stay with you?  What do 

you think happened? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, you know, I don't know.  He missed a nice birdie chance at 1, and then I 
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don't know if he hit it heavy at 2, his second shot, but he came up short in the bunker and 

didn't make par there.  He turned around and birdied 3, but then he three-putted 4, made 

another bogey somewhere.  I don't know.  He hit a good many good shots but his putter let 

him down a little bit today.  He missed quite a few in the five- to eight-foot range that could 

have saved him.  Yeah, I was surprised, sure.  He's been playing great and he's got a 

wonderful game, just today it was not there for him.  

 

Q.  When was the last time that you had a 36-hole stretch like this? 

 

JAY HAAS:  You know, I can't really remember what I had for dinner last night.  I've had a 

couple decent stretches, but it's been a while, for sure. 

 

Q.  What's it going to take to finish it and how excited are you for this final round? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Oh, I'm excited.  It's great to be in this position obviously.  It's mine to lose, I 

guess, with a big lead.  I guess I still need to feel that those guys are right there, 0-0 going 

into the fourth quarter here.  I just need to play hard and be aggressive, be positive, make 

some putts, keep putting the ball in the fairway.   

 

I love the golf course, I love the grass on the fairways, the greens have been nice to me and 

I'm hitting a lot of solid shots so I just need to continue to do that.  Again, I'm glad to be 

talking to you guys.  Beats chasing somebody.  So just one at a time, try to put the ball in the 

fairway on No. 1 tomorrow and go from there. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Jay. 

 

JAY HAAS:  Okay.  Thank you all very much. 
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