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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   BILLY MAYFAIR     
October 7, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Got off to a fast start.  Is that important on a course like this?  

 

BILLY MAYFAIR:  Well, it's important on this tour.  It's my fifth Champions Tour event and 

that's the thing I've learned the most; you've got to get out on Friday and get off to a good 

start and just keep the hammer to the metal.  Keep the pedal to the metal, however you want 

to say it.  You've just got to keep making birdies, especially as good as this golf course, the 

shape it's in and the weather's just absolutely perfect right now.  You're going to have to 

shoot this every day to have a chance to win. 

 

Q.  What's some of the stuff on your mind on 18? 

 

BILLY MAYFAIR:  Well, the putt wasn't -- I've really worked hard this year on my chipping 

and around the greens and all that trying to get used to this grass.  I hit a real good chip 

there on 18 and hit it close enough for an easy tap-in.  Overall, I played very well today, I 

was very happy.  I hit a great shot on 15 and missed eagle chance there, but it was a 

memorable day with the tribute to Arnold Palmer and I think that was really neat, all of us out 

there with flags, I mean umbrellas out there today. 

 

Q.  You got to go to the service, didn't you? 

 

BILLY MAYFAIR:  No, I didn't go this year.  No, no, I didn't go down there.  My wife and I 

made a choice to come here and kind of get ready for this and figured that Arnold would 

want me to prepare than to be there with him.  But he definitely was in our thoughts and 

prayers all the time.  And of course obviously I'm wearing the pin this week.  So none of us 

would be out here doing what we're doing right now if it wasn't for him. 

 

Q.  What were your expectations coming out on the Champions?    

 

BILLY MAYFAIR:  Well, I was very excited.  The last couple years I've been fully exempt on 

the big tour and played where I could get in and some Web.com Tour events.  I know that 

you've got to be 50 and this is the time to really take advantage of this out here.  I had a real 

good week at the U.S. Senior Open and kind of played so-and-so since then, but really 

played solid.  But my expectation were very high.  I really want to come out here and have 

fun and enjoy myself but be very competitive.  

 

Q.  Very excited to come on the Tour? 

 

BILLY MAYFAIR:  Absolutely.  It's great to be 50.  

 

Q.  It looks like you got into shape, too? 
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BILLY MAYFAIR:  Yeah, yeah.  The last couple years I've been working really hard on my 

weight and staying in shape.  Not just for the Champions Tour and playing golf, but just 

overall wanted to improve my health so I can bug my wife for a little bit longer and watch my 

son, Maxwell, grow up.  That's the most important thing. 
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