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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JAY HAAS     
October 7, 2016 
 

 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you very much, Jay, for joining us this evening.  Great opening 

round today.  Walk us through your round.  What was the key to your success today?  

 

JAY HAAS:  I felt like I played well tee to green, but when I went through my card, I didn't hit 

a lot of greens.  I putted from the fringe quite a few times.  But hit a lot the solid shots and I 

putted beautifully.  I made some really nice putts in the three- and four-foot range.  Nice 

two-putt at No. 16 from about seven feet to kind of keep my round going, and then a nice 

probably 17, 18 feet on 18 after a pretty poor chip on my third shot. 

 

Played really nicely, drove the ball beautifully and gave myself some opportunities.  

Capitalized when I had the chance. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  And now you won this event back in 2007, I believe.  Does today's 

opening round bring back good memories that have been -- 

 

JAY HAAS:  You know, I've always played this course well.  I lost the next year in a playoff 

to Bernhard, and then the next two years, probably playing as good as I could play in my 

Champions Tour career, my youngest daughter was in the state high school playoffs in 

basketball so I missed those next two years.  Both years they won the state championship, 

so I wouldn't trade that for anything.   

 

But I've had some good success here and I just like the golf course.  It seems to set up 

nicely for me and looks good to my eye. 

 

Q.  Have your expectations changed in the eight years since you -- '07, '08? 

 

JAY HAAS:  I don't know about that.  I know that at that time I was toward the top of the 

Money List and now I'm 41st on the out looking into the Schwab Cup Championship.   

 

That's my goal, to get into the top 36, and this is a good step for that but I have at least four 

more events I think to try to crack that number.  That's my short-term goal.  I guess it's just 

nice to play some good rounds.  I played a good second round two weeks ago in Victoria.  I 

shot 65 that day and it just, you know, I'm doing some better things, some good things.  It's 

fun to have a little bit of a spark here at the end of the year. 

 

Q.  Well, this didn't come out of the blue? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Not really, I guess.  Anytime you shoot or I shoot 64, it's a little bit out of the 

blue, I suppose.  But I did, I played very, very well in Victoria two weeks ago.  I ended up 
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finishing I think 12th, 13th, 14th, something like that.  Didn't putt great.  Had a couple days 

where I was, I missed many makeable putts and today I made them.   

 

That one day when I shot 6 under I made quite a few putts, so that seems to be a good 

barometer for me.  If I do putt well, looks like here lately I'm hitting the ball better, so it's a 

little more fun to go to the golf course.  You know, I guess my expectations at 62 are maybe 

different than at 52 or 3, but at the same time we're all golfers, we never retire, so it's kind of 

hard to walk away.  It's just fun again, like I said, to shoot a good round and shoot a low 

number. 

 

Q.  This could have been an exhausting, emotionally draining week for you with the 

travel to Latrobe and coming back.  Were you inspired by that? 

 

JAY HAAS:  I think so, sure.  It was a beautiful ceremony.  Obviously there's no superlatives 

that haven't been used when you talk about Arnold Palmer.  I'm not eloquent enough to 

come up with anything original, but it was just a wonderful day to celebrate his life and I was 

glad I was there to see it firsthand.  I spoke with Sam Saunders after the ceremony and he 

was appreciative of us coming.  I think it meant a lot to him.  It meant a lot to me that he had 

the time to talk to us a little bit.  He was beautiful, he did a wonderful, wonderful job. 

 

But we're just playing golf and flying on an airplane, it's not that taxing.  We've been doing it 

for 40 years, so it's not anything that we can't handle. 

 

Q.  Do you think about him a lot today? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Obviously when we had the moment of silence, yes.  I thought about my uncle, 

who is his contemporary and six months older, he was at the ceremony and we got to speak 

a little bit.  Bob's 87, he'll be 88 in March and still doing quite well.   

 

So I thought about the two of them and the first time I met Arnold with my uncle over at 

Norwood Hills in St. Louis.  I was probably eight years old, nine years old or something.  Bob 

took me in the locker room and introduced me to Arnold and he signed a golf ball with a pen, 

an ink pen back then.  There was no such thing as a Sharpie.  That was quite a few years 

ago.  I don't know where the ball is, I think maybe I still have it.  But that's kind of the things 

that I was thinking about during that moment of silence, of just the pleasure of knowing him 

and then knowing that my uncle Bob has been around him for, you know, as many years 

ago anybody. 

 

Good thoughts, though.  I think that Arnold would want us to have good thoughts about him 

and what his life meant and everything.  Sad, sure, but I think the celebration part I think is a 

good indication, I think it's what Arnold would have wanted. 

 

Q.  Talking about Bob Goalby? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah.  
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Q.  Getting it back to today's round, you birdied the par 5s today.  Can you talk a little 

bit about your strategy heading into today's round?  

 

JAY HAAS:  I think everybody feels like the par 5s are reachable, or at least somewhat.  

You've got to hit two really good shots for me on No. 3.  It's not a no-brainer.  There's water 

up by the green and I'm not going for it every single time, but I hit two beautiful shots just in 

front of the green, a yard off the green and I two-putted. 

 

And then 15 we had a 25-minute wait.  We were the third group on the tee when we walked 

up there, and prior to that we had been playing, hardly saw the group in front of us so it was 

a nice pace.  So that was a little bit of a jolt and I was ready to play.  I wish I could have teed 

it up right then.  Kind of an indifferent second shot there, two-putted from the fringe.   

 

And then 18, I could reach it but we were standing out there.  The group ahead was having 

a little issue on the green, I guess.  They were taking a little time.  Honestly, I didn't even see 

the pin.  I knew where it was, but it was getting dark but with the background and everything 

I couldn't see the pin.  I knew it was in the right front and I knew I was trying cut it off the 

bunker and just came up a little short.  Didn't hit a very good pitch and then hit a really nice 

putt.   

 

You do have to take advantage of those, and there are certain other holes where if you're in 

position, the first hole I hit a gap wedge, the second hole a gap wedge, No. 11 a lob wedge, 

No. 12 a pitching wedge.  There's just holes like that that you have to take advantage of and 

get some kind of birdie putt in those holes and then try to do your best on the rest of them.  

But it was nice to get four or three 4s on those three par 5s. 

 

Q.  Tomorrow, what do you expect tomorrow given today's round? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Hopefully the weather will be the same.  I enjoy the warmer weather.  I think as 

we all get older, it's nice to be warm, not have to worry about putting a jacket on or a 

sweater.  You know, I'm trying to stay in the moment and not think about anything other than 

that drive tomorrow on the first hole, try to put it in the fairway and go from there. 

 

I played a ton of rounds here and had some good success here, so looking forward to doing 

more of the same tomorrow.  If I play well, I think I'm confident my putter's been good here 

the last couple weeks.  Been working harder on the greens in practice and it's paying off a 

little bit.  Anytime I'm confident at that part of my game, that's a good sign.  So hopefully 

more of the same.  Keep the pedal down because nobody's going to be backing up, I know 

that. 
 

 

  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

