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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   PAUL GOYDOS     
October 7, 2016 
 

 

Q.  So you got the good start that you talked about yesterday. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I didn't think about that.  Yeah, and the first hole I hit a really good 

drive, a good wedge and a good putt.  The second hole I had missed the green, which 

wasn't very impressive.  I don't know that I could have hit the pitch shot any better 

(inaudible.)   

 

On the par 5 I didn't hit a great second shot.  I probably should have laid up in hindsight.  

And I had kind of a funky putt.  I hit it 10, 12 feet by and made that.   

 

So yeah, it's a good start.  And I made a bomb on -- made a 15-footer for par on 14 and had 

a, you know, an up-and -- I'm not going to get the one on 5 up and down 50 percent of the 

time, let alone make it.  I'm going to make it one in 100.   

 

So I mean, basically I'm standing there on the sixth tee and I'm probably two or maybe three 

shots better than I probably deserve to be.  I think all the complaining I've done about bad 

breaks and bad bounces, I completely made up in five holes, which doesn't really happen 

very often.   

 

And then I settled down and I played okay, I had some looks at birdies, but this is not a golf 

course where people run 10-footers in all day long.  The greens are tricky and they've got a 

little slope, and I thought they had a little bit of speed today, too, a little more than yesterday.   

 

But settled down, played okay, stayed patient.  Hit good shots on 12 and made birdie, and 

hit a good bunker shot and a good putt on 18.   

 

It's funny, the first part was such a flurry of weird stuff, long putts for pars and chip-ins and 

stuff that I needed to -- probably settling down and staying patient probably was a good 

thing. 

 

Q.  How long was the putt on 1? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No more than five feet.  Then 2 was -- 3 was probably 15 feet and 4 was 

probably 15 feet, 12 was probably six feet and 18 was probably six feet. 

 

Q.  If you don't make a --   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  And I made a 10-footer on 8 for par, a 12-footer on 8 for par. 

 

Q.  That's a tough spot to get up and down from.  
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PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I didn't catch a good lie in the rough.  It's called the rough for a 

reason.  I call it the easy.  Always remember that, you know.  Yeah, very happy with that.  

 

Q.  Anywhere left on 8's tough for par? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah.  Again, the golf course is there to be had, but if you hit in the wrong 

place here, you're going to make bogeys.  Today I probably should have made three bogeys 

and I made none and that's really why I'm where I am.  I probably played -- you know, 2 or 3 

under would have been a pretty good score from where I played, and to shoot 6 is a bonus.  

 

Q.  One shot behind Billy.  Is he going to be a factor out here for a while? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah.  The guy's been a good player for -- I remember seeing him at a 

college tournament when I was -- he was in high school and he was a good player.  He was 

a pretty famous kid, I guess, in the Scottsdale area.  Billy's been a good player for 30 years 

and there's no reason why he won't be a good player for another 10 or 15.  And when Billy 

plays good, he plays good.  I mean, when you look at his career, he's got top 10 on the 

Money List, he wins Tour Championships and then (inaudible) for a couple years and he 

plays great, so expect good things.    

 

Q.  He won 20 million so he did something right? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Exactly.  That's a nice year. 

 

Q.  So you're right where you want to be, right? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I played well.   

 

Q.  You need three days in a row to win out here.   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I do.  I need to tighten it up a little bit.  I don't think you can expect to play 

and make the putts that I made every day, especially out here.  The golf course is just too 

tricky for that.  Need to tighten it up a little bit, so I'm going to hit a few balls.  But tomorrow's 

another day and you go out and try again. 

 

Q.  Did you like the tribute to Arnie? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah.  I think we need to continue it, though.  Hopefully, the Tour's got 

something planned for his tournament next year at Bay Hill.  He was a very special person to 

the sport and the PGA Tour obviously, not only to the players but to a pretty big 

demographic.   

 

Q.  Who was out here from your family and friends today? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  My daughter was here.  My daughter was here with a friend.   

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

Q.  One daughter? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  The other one's got a job.  She'll be out on the weekend.  

 

Q.  Which daughter was it?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Chelsea, the oldest.  And then I had 10 or 15 friends I got tickets for, were 

all following around.  It was nice to get off to a good start.  Again, that kind of gets you in the 

tournament here and that's always a good thing. 

 

Q.  How long was the chip-in? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Five -- on 2 I was probably 30 feet from the hole.  I missed the green four 

paces to the right and there's five paces to the green.   

 

I don't know if you saw the one on 5 left.  You can't play from the left on 5.  I hit it -- I was 

10 yards left on a fairly tight lie (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  It's a tough green to read.   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  It was.  You miss it, you can hit it in the 12th fairway and get it up and 

down because you're chipping back up the hill.  I was chipping -- you know, a fluke.  You 

need good things to happen and they all happened to me in the first five holes. 
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