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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   HALE IRWIN     
October 6, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  You do know, though, what we wanted to talk to you a little bit about the memorial 

service and your impressions of Arnie the man and the player. 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Well, I think the service they had for Arnie was well attended and it wasn't by 

mistake.  I think we all admired Arnie not just as a player but more importantly as a friend. 

 

I've tried to explain it this way:  There's very few people that when you say "Arnie" anywhere 

in the world, they probably know who you're talking about.  Arnie was that kind of a person.   

 

He was obviously a very magnetic personality with the manner in which he went about 

playing and shirttail flapping and he had a style that appealed to the golfers, the golfing 

public.  The legions of fans became Arnie's Army and rightly so.   

 

We'll all miss him, but he's not gone.  There's always going to be comparisons and the 

inevitable comparison of what Arnie might have done, but I think we're all touched by 

particularly his grandson.  Sam Saunders gave a very heartfelt -- but that's the way I think 

we'll remember Arnie.  He's not gone.  People that you admire and love, they're still in your 

heart and your spirit.  But it was a wonderful -- I didn't go away sad.  I left feeling happy for 

those over there. 

 

Q.  Uplifted? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  It was -- to me, when they had the funeral, had the rainbow over the -- well, 

this was maybe not quite as enlightening, but when Arnie had the fly-by and the airplane 

came by and went up, went up through the cloud and the plane never emerged again, it's 

like the cloud absorbed it.  I mean, it was just, you know that cloud can't be there by 

accident.  It was just almost like the rainbow.  There was something that was telling a story 

there.  So I thought, boy, I get goosebumps right now thinking about it because it was just 

one of those things that's kind of out of a fairytale because he was a fairytale kind of guy.  

We loved him. 

 

Q.  What was it like to compete against him? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Oh, I loved it, I loved it.  You had to be aware though because Arnie's Army 

did have an influence. 

 

The worst place to be was playing ahead of him because they would run up on you.  The 

next place is playing with him because they would run away from you.  And then the best 

place was behind him because then they got it out of the way.  But he couldn't control all 

those people.  He had so many people that were nongolfers, too.  It's just like Trevino, when 
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Lee came out.  There were people that associated with Lee because of his Hispanic 

background, but weren't golfers.  How could they be golfers, they'd be out there with 

sombreros.  But they followed him.  

 

Q.  Like when Tiger came along? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  You get people that are with the name, not necessarily with the sport.  I wish 

that at the Ryder Cup, some of these idiots -- anyway, back to Arnie.  It was great stuff and 

I'm glad it worked out for us. 

 

Q.  Were you on the charter from here? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  I was. 

 

Q.  Who else was on that charter? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Let's see. 

 

Q.  Andrade? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Billy, Jay and Jan Haas, Craig and Jan Stadler, Rocco Mediate, Mark 

O'Meara, my wife and I, and two people with the Insperity tournament.  Jeff Purser asked 

them.  Actually, they played yesterday in the pro-am. 

 

Q.  It was nice of them to -- 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Because we went from the Ryder Cup, we had to go to Phoenix, so we went 

from Phoenix to there.  So once we decided to do that, then we couldn't play Newport.  It 

was one or the other.  Unfortunately, paying tribute to Arnie was -- not that I don't like the 

tournament, I'm not saying that, it's just that we couldn't do both.  We couldn't get here.  So 

when they booked that, it was great.  

 

Q.  You got back Tuesday night here? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Tuesday night here.  Best of both worlds. 

 

Q.  Where were you when you found out? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  About his passing?  I got it I think from my son.  I was kind of disbelieving, so 

I went to the Golf Channel and turned it on and there it was.  But I was home in Arizona. 

 

Q.  What were some of your first thoughts? 

 

HALE IRWIN:  Well, it wasn't totally unexpected because we've seen Arnie over the last 

year and he hasn't looked that well.  I mean, he was a little bit -- I liken it to Bob Hope 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

because Bob Hope never looked well, but when he got behind the lights and the camera it 

was like the old Bob Hope.  When Arnie got around his people, he had a little bit of an 

uplifting, it came out again, but then he would sink back.   

 

Not unexpected.  I think the family, they all kind of sensed something because the amount of 

work they did to get ready for what happened at that ceremony was mind boggling, how 

much manpower and planning had to go in.  So I think somewhere along the line they might 

have had a plan in place.  I'm sure they had something.   

 

It's one of those moments, I can't remember exactly but I know I was home and I got a 

message from my son and it was kind of a shocker. 
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