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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JAY HAAS     
October 6, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  You were at the memorial service, seemed to be very uplifting.    

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, it really was.  I couldn't imagine it going any better.  The people who got 

everything organized and made it comfortable for all the guests, it was an amazing day for 

an amazing man.  Obviously everybody loved him.  People said glowing things about him, all 

well deserved.   

 

Just the speakers were impeccable.  Everybody did a great job.  I thought Jim Nance was 

eloquent as always, and then Sam Saunders, his grandson, he hit it out of the park, I 

thought.  Didn't use a note, never stumbled.  You know, in that situation, his voice cracked a 

little bit at times emotion-wise, but he was -- it was amazing, it really was.  Just the day was 

great.   

 

His jet flew around for about 45 minutes, flew around the church before the service.  Then 

when we came out, it flew kind of in front of the church and banked.  It couldn't have been 

more than a couple thousand feet off the ground and it kind of banked like this and went 

behind the church, and then came back around again, went right by the church and then 

went straight up.  You're like, you know ...  

 

Q.  Like to heaven? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah.  Then he kind of rolled a little bit and went off out of sight.  I'm getting 

chills just talking about it.  It was very, very cool. 

 

Q.  What did he mean to you, his friendship and -- 

 

JAY HAAS:  I think just that, his friendship.  I think obviously he meant so much to the game 

of golf, which I'm a part of, and Wake Forest, which I'm a part of and all that, but just a 

friend.   

 

He was just somebody that you could kid with and joke with.  Just come up and give a hug 

to.  I don't know.  He just is somebody that you would like to have as a friend no matter what 

profession he was in.  He made you feel welcomed and comfortable around him as much as 

a king can make someone feel that way. 

 

I guess I feel like his life should be celebrated.  Obviously it's mournful and all that that he's 

gone, but I think now that he is gone, it's just like we can think about all the great things that 

he accomplished and all he meant to the game and how much he gave back to the game.  

He's a special man. 
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Q.  And he was for the fans.  He interacted with them.  

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah.  As everybody said, he was kind of the everyman and he came along at 

the right time.  He had the charisma and all that different stuff.  Everything was just a perfect 

marriage of him and his personality with the times of the TV was starting to kind of flourish a 

little bit, golf on TV.  But yet he was the son of a greenskeeper, so he came from the 

background that most every fan came from.  So he was one of them and I think they all 

appreciated the fact that he made it but kind of dragged them along with him.  It was a 

good -- he was the right man at the right time, without question. 

 

Q.  How many were on the charter from here, 10 or 12? 

 

JAY HAAS:  There were 12 of us but only -- there were like six players, a couple wives and 

a few other people.  Mark O'Meara, Loren Roberts, Craig Stadler, Rocco Mediate, Billy 

Andrade, myself on our plane.  Then I think Peter Jacobsen was on the Ketel One plane and 

McCarron was on that plane. 
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