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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    PAUL GOYDOS      
October 6, 2016 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Paul, thank you very much for joining us this morning. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No problem. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Coming back to the Toshiba Classic, you finished fourth here last year. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I did. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Obviously good memories for two reasons, fourth-place finish and you 

grew up around here.  What does a week like this mean to you?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  You know, they're fun.  You get family and friends looking for tickets.  I'll 

get at least one or two people out each day.  My kids actually get a chance to come out on 

the weekend and maybe watch some golf, it's nice to sleep in your own bed.  There's a 

whole bunch of good things about playing at home.   

 

Last year my game was in pretty good shape which also made it a lot more interesting.  But 

it's nice, it's nice.  In a sense in southern California, too, as we're seeing so far, we get to 

show off our weather.  People always say, How can you live in California, paying all those 

taxes or whatever?  And travel's hard from here, too; everything's on the east coast.  But you 

come to a week like this and you realize why people live here. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Last year was your first year playing in the Toshiba Classic.  What did 

you enjoy most about your first experience at this tournament?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Obviously playing well was really nice.  It's nice to play well in front of 

home.  I like the golf course.  I hadn't played here, I don't know, 20, 25 years.  Quite frankly, 

I don't get down here too much.  This is actually still -- you know, I'm 40 minutes away from 

here.  But again, to play well and to play well in front of the home just makes it that much 

sweeter.  

 

Q.  Your first win on the PGA Tour was the 1996 Bay Hill Invitational, which is Arnie's 

tournament.  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Right. 

 

Q.  So what are your memories of your interactions with Arnie related to that and 

through the years? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I had a great chance.  I actually played a practice round with him in 
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his last U.S. Open at Oakmont in '94 on Monday, so that was probably my first interaction 

with him.  Then obviously two years later, to win his event, out of nowhere quite frankly, 

pretty special thing.  All wins are special, that one really was a little extra special.   

 

And he's Arnold.  He makes everybody feel like you're his best friend.  He remembers 

everybody's name, he acknowledges everybody.   

 

The thing I took out of the practice round with him, at the end of the day, you always 

exaggerate but I've got to think we had at least a thousand people following us around 

Oakmont that day, on Monday.  And I guarantee -- I said this on Twitter, I guarantee you, 

everybody in the crowd felt like Arnold had looked them in the eye.  That's a quality that just 

doesn't exist.   

 

Tiger -- who's going to be the next Jack Nicklaus, we've had that question.  Johnny Miller 

was down that path, Tom Watson was down that path a little bit.  Obviously Tiger Woods 

went down the path, and now we're actually going to who's going to be the next Tiger Woods 

and guys are going down that path.   

 

Nobody ever says who's going to be the next Arnold Palmer.  No one says that.  Because I 

don't know it's going to happen that we're going to have somebody with that kind of 

charisma and that kind of presence.  It's a presence.  It's an ability to walk into every single 

situation, whether it's with board members of a company or at a local public golf course with 

guys who just walked off the golf course and feel comfortable in that situation.  That's just a 

rare thing he had that I don't think will be duplicated in any sport, in any sport.  Anybody.  It's 

just a -- it's an odd -- it's an odd talent.  The ability to talk to the heads of state and the guy 

mowing the fairways and the guy who shoots 80 wearing shorts at Recreation Park and a 

guy who's a member at Augusta National.  He can interact with every type of person, which 

is just -- and look normal doing it.  I can do all those things, but I look like an idiot 90 percent 

of the time.  He can do it and look normal, which was an unbelievable skill. 

 

Q.  Did he present the winning check? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  He was on the -- yeah, he was on the green when he presented the 

trophy and at that point asked me to play a practice round with him at Augusta, which was 

going to be two or three weeks.  So I played with him and I think Fred Funk, and I think 

Woody Austin and I played on Tuesday at Augusta and then we went and actually had a 

drink at, for lack of a better, after the round in the champions locker room.   

 

I walk in there going this is the only time I'll get a chance to see this.  And when he 

opened -- I didn't know this, but when you open up the champions -- when he opens his 

locker, there's not a green jacket in there.  There are four green jackets in there.  Jack's got 

six green jackets in his locker.  When he opened the locker, I thought that was the thing that 

stood out more than anything.  There wasn't a green jacket, there were four green jackets in 

there.  I was like, wow, I guess they give one for -- it's a different, in a sense a different 

trophy in there every time he opens his locker.  I thought that was very interesting.  Either 
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that or somebody else was storing jackets in there, I don't know.  Maybe that's the -- I don't 

know, I didn't ask. 

 

Q.  What was that moment like in your career winning his tournament? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Winning his tournament and standing with him and him presenting you 

the trophy and then obviously the champions dinner every year, for the next 15 years, went 

to the champions dinner are some of the great moments of my career.  Some of the 

great -- you know, the golf happens and to me I don't generally enjoy -- to me the great thing 

about winning ends on the 18th hole.  The trophy presentation or the accolades that come 

the next week, I'm worrying about how I'm going to play well the next week.  Quite frankly, 

that's my paranoia.   

 

But winning that event, got a chance to kind of relive it every year by going to the champions 

dinner and seeing the people in that room.  Pretty soon it was just Tiger and him because 

Tiger won it like eight times in 10 years or something.  It gives you a chance to relive your 

win there, which was pretty cool.   

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  We're taking questions from Facebook as well.  I know you covered off 

a little bit about some benefits of playing here locally for you.  We've got a question from 

Mark from Long Beach, if there's any special significance for you playing here at Newport 

Country Club? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Playing at home.  I don't have a lot of history, to be honest with you, here 

at Newport but playing at home is nice.  My daughter works here, right across the street.   

 

The advantage is again the grass is, quite frankly it's a grass that you get in Southern 

California out a Riviera called Kikuyu grass.  They have it all over here.  I grew up playing it.  

That helps at times.  

 

But it's more again the fact that the gallery will not be strangers.  The gallery will be friends 

and family, get a chance to share what I do for a living and hopefully do it well but what I do 

for a living with your friends.  A lot of people don't get to do that, I guess, and I get a -- and in 

golf especially.  Baseball you get half your games at home.  And golf's a lot more intimate.   

 

We've talked about the Ryder Cup and the crowds.  Well, do you really want to hear what 

the baseball fans are saying to the players or the football fans, because they're so far away.   

 

Golf, we're with our fans.  We're playing in our fans, for lack of a better word.  They're part of 

the golf course.  And for me, it's a positive.  My friends and fans are going to be there.  

They're not going to be -- you're not looking through binoculars trying to figure where they're 

sitting.  They're standing right there next to the tee every time you -- so the golf has that 

intimacy that other sports don't have and it makes for a really nice week.   

 

It has some -- you know, it's one of those things, too, it can cause -- put pressure on you and 
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you play poorly.  But if you're playing well, it can also carry you a little bit through tougher 

patches because 54 holes, you're going to have a couple of bad stretches you need to get 

there.  And if you're playing well, maybe the crowd can help you get through those stretches, 

keep you a little better focused, but the reverse is too, if you're playing bad, you tend to get 

down and see what happens. 

 

Q.  You've remained friends with high school buddies, haven't you? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Sure, some.  I actually played with a guy in the pro-am on Monday who I 

went through kindergarten through 12th grade with, played Little League baseball.  His 

brother was the reason I stopped playing baseball.  His brother was a pitcher and he hit me 

like four times in two games and I had enough of this.    

 

Q.  What was his name? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  His name is Danny Cormack (phonetic.)  Dan Cormack.  Everybody has a 

different name when they're five years old, but I hadn't seen him since high school, played 

with him in the pro-am I thought wow, that's pretty wild.  Yeah, I have friends, you know.  

Yeah, your friends are weird.  I know everybody from high school.  You tend to -- with my 

travel you don't really build -- my relationship building skills are not as good as say other 

people are.  I have my friends out here, but they live in Sacramento and Chicago or 

whatever. 

 

Q.  You used to play Rec Park? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I still do, I still play Rec Park probably six or seven times a year.  Those 

guys will come out here on Friday and watch a little bit.  They have a game on Fridays I play 

in, yeah.  I go down to Long Beach and play Virginia Country Club also, but I play Rec Park, 

sure. 

 

Q.  Being a local as well, last year you played well and came in fourth.  What would it 

mean playing in front of your friends and family to win?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I haven't sniffed -- that was the best I ever played at home.  L.A. I never 

played well, Torrey Pines I never did anything, the Bob Hope I had some moments of 

goodness but nothing really, never in contention on Sunday.  In reality, I think I finished five 

back.  I was on the -- I was flirting with contention in a sense.  Duffy had played really well I 

think on Saturday and kind of got in the gap on everybody else.   

 

But yeah, when I look at the most important events for me, we have majors, which on the 

regular tour I didn't play in that many quite frankly.  And then you had, to me it was the Bob 

Hope and Torrey Pines and Riviera on this tour.  This week is just a micro step below a 

major in a sense, and we're going to have a new event up in L.A. in a couple weeks, too.  

Those events will have a little more appeal because -- and I think everybody, you know, 

about their home tournament, it's right there on the same level, at least for me, as a major.  
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So yeah, it'd probably be as big a win or important win and a fun win and something I want 

to do maybe just that much more than something else.   

 

But the reality is in golf, if your name's not Jack Nicklaus or Tiger Woods, I've won -- I've had 

a good Champions Tour career, I played 51 events or 52 events and won three times.  

That's six percent.  I'm not going to be picky about where I win.  On the PGA Tour I won two 

out of 500.  I don't think I should -- I wish I -- anything is great.  Winning the Wednesday 

pro-am is a bonus. 

 

Q.  Your first playoff event at Sherwood Country Club, is that a course you have any 

experience on?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I played it a couple times in Tiger's -- in a pro-am for Tiger up there.  I 

guess they've redone it, but one of the courses I play out here, Dove Canyon, Dove Canyon 

and -- were kind of built around the same time by Jack.  So there's, I wouldn't say they're the 

same, but there's a -- they're like siblings almost.  They don't necessarily act like that 

between each other but the courses were built at the same time, they had the same general 

idea going on there.  Jack Nicklaus courses are generally, you can get comfortable on, 

playing them.  I generally like them.  Sherwood's a good golf course and it should be a great 

place for us to play and it's got some history, some television history and it'll be fun to play.  

 

Q.  Unbelievable shape, too, because they replaced all the fairways and greens.  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Right.  Yeah, it's tough.  I don't -- it's been open a year, I think.  You need 

to -- it's - I don't know what the soil, the climates are like up there, but generally new golf 

courses take a couple years to get ready.  But I've heard the same thing, I heard it's 

fantastic. 

 

Q.  Aside from finishing fourth, any other highlights you have or any other great 

memories that you have from playing here? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  You know, really, I played here -- before I played last year, I hadn't 

played -- they used to have an event here called the Taco Bell, Little Crosby.  Played in that 

a couple times.  

 

I have friends who are members here and things like that, but no, I really never -- I don't 

think I ever played well here until Friday.  I came out and played a couple times, practice 

rounds and said okay, I like the golf course and we'll see what happens.  But good play to 

me is a little bit like a jack-in-the-box, you never know when it's going to come. 

 

Q.  Do you know what made the difference? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I played well.  I was in the process of playing well.  Obviously you need to 

make putts early in the round and I think I did.  Especially in -- to me, playing at home, I want 

to say I made a 10-footer for birdie on the third or fourth hole of the tournament and then 
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made a bomb on the next hole so I was 2 under after five holes and that kind of gets you into 

the flow of playing well.   

 

This will be the last year we play this time of year.  We're going to back to playing the event 

in March.  Totally different golf course in March.  The scores won't be as good, the golf 

course plays much firmer and faster and harder to score on.   

 

But you kind of knew as soft as it is, and this year, too, unless something funny happens, 

when you have a soft golf course it's hard to protect par.  Just the golf course plays easier, 

the players are too good out here.  And there's going to be 20 guys, and I'm not saying I'm 

going to be one of them but 20 guys are going to play good this week and shoot double 

digits under par or whatever.  That just wouldn't happen when we play back in March.   

 

So in a sense, you need to kind of -- this tournament, you have that feeling you need to get 

to 15, 16, or 18 under par to win and being even par after nine holes can be problematic at 

times, at least mentally.   

 

So getting off to that good start is probably really what kind of -- I want to say I shot 5 under 

my first nine holes and it just kind of flowed from there.  Why I shot 5 under, who knows.  If I 

knew that, I wouldn't be -- you know, I've never been able to figure out why I play good. 

 

Q.  You go from Little Crosby and then 20 years playing it again.  It's kind of a course 

that looks the same, doesn't it? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't think it's changed much.  I think they -- I don't think they've added 

many tees.  There's only a little bit of land here.  It's in better shape, the clubhouse is nicer.  

You know, agronomy has changed so much that the golf course is better, and there's more 

Kikuyu grass than there probably was back then, too.   

 

But no, the golf course hasn't changed too much.  Not that I would have remembered that 

much about it, to be honest with you.  Certain holes stick out.  But -- and again, as a local 

tournament I watched it on TV on the Champions Tour, so you get pretty familiar watching 

golf courses on TV.  

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Staying on the course, Mike from Laguna Beach would like to know 

which hole is the most critical to win, and then Michael from Mission Viejo would like to know 

what your favorite hole is. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Right.  So one nice thing about this golf course, and like I said, I was on 

the fringe of contention, is that down the stretch, 15, 16, 17, 18, 17's a very -- it's a difficult 

par 3 but with good shots and it being softer, you can fly the ball, you can make 2 but you 

can see 4s and 5s there, too.   

 

And then 15 and 18 are par 5s with, under the right conditions if we get the wind helping, are 

reachable in two so you could have the guys play the last four holes 4, 5 under par and all of 
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a sudden he doesn't look like he's in contention and he could win the tournament.  

 

So this golf course kind of doesn't get settled until everybody kind of gets through those 

holes.  I know I was -- think I birdied 14 and 15 to maybe get within three of the lead or 

something, but if I go birdie-birdie-eagle, there's a chance to win the golf tournament.  

There's a possibility.  It didn't happen, I went bogey-par-birdie.   

 

So the criticalness is who can play those last four holes well really.  If you can play them 2 

under each day, that's -- 17's going to play hard.  Two or three, that's six -- if you can play 

them 7 under par, you're probably get -- you're going to have a pretty good week and if you 

don't play them well, you probably won't.   

 

As far as favorite holes on the golf course, they're all fun.  I think the critical hole on the golf 

course is 17.  17's a hole where if you make a good swing you can make a 2 and if you 

make a bad swing you can make a 5.  It's probably the most difficult hole, green to putt.  It's 

got three very distinct hole locations.   

 

I imagine if you go back over history, more things have determined the winner of this 

tournament has happened on 17 than anywhere else.  I don't know, that would be my guess, 

that would be my guess.   

 

You like those challenges.  Sunday the pin's going to be back right, you're going to have to 

hit a 4- or 5-iron in there.  If you miss it left, you're going to have a tough time making par.  

Miss it right, you're going to have a tough time making par.  Miss it short, you're going to 

have a tough time making par.  You hit it over the pin, you're going to have a tough time 

making par.  But if you hit a good shot, you can funnel it in and make birdie, so those types 

of swings make golf fun. 

 

Q.  Do you think your chances and other contenders' chances are better with Couples 

and Langer not playing this week? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Freddie's been hurt, it's unfortunate.  No, I don't think that matters too 

much.  I think we all know -- you want to beat the best players and I think the best players 

being up there, if Freddie's in the lead, it creates more excitement; if Bernhard's in the lead, 

it creates more excitement.  I don't think it really --In the long run, they miss tournaments, 

people aren't playing, somebody else will step up and play well.   

 

Again, we just want Freddie to get healthy.  I don't think -- he must not be in -- I haven't 

talked to him, but I'm assuming his back can't be great if he's missing this week.   

 

But I don't know that that changes too much.  Take somewhere between 15 and 18 under 

par.  Bernhard is probably one of the guys who would have done that but it doesn't 

necessarily mean he was going -- he's won three times this year, hasn't he?  Three or four?  

He's won four times, so that means he's lost -- still lost 20 or whatever it was.  So it's tough 

out here and there's plenty of good players. 
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Q.  Is a million dollar lead on a tour like this remarkable?   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, he's played remarkably well.  His four wins are great, but I think 

he's got -- I think he's finished in the top-10 15 of the last 16 or some crazy number.   

 

It does create a little bit of a problem if a guy wins a couple tournaments and he finishes 

second at the Tour Championship and he doesn't win the Tour Championship, it would be 

problematic.   

 

But it is a pretty remarkable year and it's even more remarkable because most guys start 

tapering off say 55 or 56 and he just turned 59 and he's still dominating this tour.  He's got to 

have his eyes on being the oldest winner out here I would think would be one of the things 

he's looking at.  And you don't see any difference.  I mean the guy, he ages but he doesn't 

age.  I age.  He doesn't seem to age any, at least not in his game. 

 

Q.  The U.S. had a big win at the Ryder Cup.  Can you explain your experience as a 

vice captain?  Is it something that you would like to be a part of again? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I would, but the rules now prohibit that so that's not going to happen.  

Vice captains have to either have played in the Ryder Cup or I'm not sure what it is.  That 

was fine.  I think I was a bit of a wild card pick anyways.   

 

Yeah, I was actually, going in, was like kind of like Rory had the attitude, you know, it's an 

exhibition, it's not a big deal, I don't really get it.   

 

My position, you know, like say partnering up players, you've got -- well, alternate shot can 

be tricky.  There's some issues there with golf balls and personalities and style of play and 

whatnot.   

 

But in best ball, you guys play golf, you go out on the first tee, you throw up your golf balls 

and the two balls closest are the partners.  You have the 12 best players in America versus 

the 12 best players in Europe, I can't believe it's hard to throw up balls and not get a good 

team.  I didn't really grasp that, but there's some nuances to picking teams and stuff like that.   

 

But the thing that stood out was the pressure.  I mean, I was stunned, I was stunned by how 

much tension there was in the air.  It was unbelievably noticeable, much more so than any 

other thing I've ever been in, especially on Sunday in the singles.  When we got down to 

where it was one match, it was Hunter Mahan against I think Graeme McDowell.  Rickie 

Fowler had won his last four holes to tie his match to still give us a mathematical chance.  I 

was with Rickie when he made.  I was on the 18th green when Rickie made a 20-footer to 

win that hole to tie his match.   

 

Then we were basically sprinting over.  You had carts but they were useless with the people.  

You're sprinting over to 17.  We heard that maybe something at 16 they were dormie or 
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something like that.   

 

When I got to the 17th tee, that was the most tension I've ever felt on the golf course and I 

wasn't even playing and you could just feel it in the air.  Neither one of the players played 

the hole particularly well, but Graeme didn't need to play it as well.  It was pretty amazing.   

 

Then the other thing that stood out was how good -- other than that was how good the play 

was.  The golf course wasn't that easy out there and guys were making birdies all over the 

place.  I mean, Hazeltine's not an easy golf course regardless what Justin Rose says about 

the hole locations.  If you put the hole location in an easy spot on a 500-yard par 4 with 

rough all over and bunkers and greens rolling 12 on the stimpmeter, I don't care where the 

hole is, it's a hard hole.   

 

And I thought the level of play on Sunday was incredible.  I don't think there's ever been a 

greater eight-hole stretch in golf ever than that was in the Patrick Reed-Rory McIlroy match.  

I mean, Rory McIlroy is standing on the fifth tee 1-up and goes birdie-birdie-birdie-birdie and 

he's even on a golf course that's pretty difficult.   

 

You know, when -- and you could tell they were enjoying it.  When Patrick made the putt to 

top him on 8 and wave the finger, Rory was laughing.  They were enjoying themselves.  I 

think Rory wasn't happy with the outcome of that match but I definitely think he had fun and 

will always remember it.   

 

Also the Mickelson-Sergio match where they shot 58 best ball.  Four holes they made pars 

on.  Four.  That's just that level of play under those circumstances is pretty impressive.   

 

You know, even though we won what, 17-11 I think it was and they won 17-11 a couple 

years ago or something, that's only two or three or four shots.  Flip that.  If Lee Westwood 

makes the putt on 18, somebody else flips a couple of matches, all of a sudden it's tied.  So 

17-11 is a very close, close Ryder Cup as they all are.  Maybe not the 18-9s but for the most 

part you're talking one or two shots over the whole week, and for that much pressure, for 

guys to continue to play well is pretty impressive. 
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