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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   KEVIN SUTHERLAND 
    JONATHAN TANIHANA     
September 17, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  So, Kevin, you're leading after today's second round but didn't really start off 

looking that way.  You had some early bogeys.  How were you able to rebound from 

that slow start? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I just didn't really worry about it so much.  I wasn't hitting real good 

shots early in the round.  Played the 10th hole pretty solidly but then played the next three 

holes not very well, but just kept -- the day before I hit a lot of good iron shots.  For the most 

part today I did the same, just wasn't early in the day.  Rolled in some putts and hit some 

balls close and made a bunch of birdies. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you were able to take advantage of an earlier tee time with the 

wind starting to pick up later in the day? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Absolutely.  If you can get Pebble early, it's always great.  Even on 

a good day it's always nice to get Pebble early because the greens are a little softer and a 

little bit fresher as far as not as many spike marks and stuff.  Anytime you can get out there 

early at Pebble it's great. 

 

Q.  Just not having to fight the wind and everything else?   

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Absolutely.  I was very pleased when I saw my draw this week. 

 

Q.  Nearing the end of a long season, you've played in every PGA TOUR Champions 

event except for two.  Do you feel like you're starting to build momentum heading into 

the Playoffs? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, I've been playing well all year.  I just felt like I've had a nice 

little stretch of late since about, since the Senior British Open I've played very well.  So it's 

been good.  But it's been a good year so far and hope to continue for the rest of the year. 

 

Q.  And you're still looking for that elusive first win out on the PGA Tour Champions.  

You've put yourself in a great position again.  What would it mean to get that win 

tomorrow at Pebble Beach? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Well, this is always a special place to me.  Being a northern 

California guy, Pebble is the mecca of golf for northern California golfers.  The whole 

Carmel/Monterey area is always a special place, so to win any tournament here is quite an 

accomplishment and will definitely feel great. 
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Q.  You and Jonathan, were just talking on the way over here, you grew up very close 

to each other.  Talk about the conversations you guys have had so far this week. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I enjoyed playing with Jonathan tremendously.  He's a fine young 

man and he's got a tremendous golf game.  And today we made a bunch much birdies.  I 

don't know how many we made but it seemed like a lot.  Did we have a bogey today? 

 

JONATHAN TANIHANA:  I don't think so. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I made two bogeys, I think he parred both those holes so that's 

good and so we had a good day.  He played well yesterday.  We had a strong finish 

yesterday so it's been a lot of fun, but he's a tremendous young man. 

 

Q.  Jonathan, what has it meant to you to be able to play at Pebble Beach with a 

player like Kevin, not only a professional but a professional that grew up near you? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  As I'm sure you'll ask any junior who's out here, it's an absolute 

honor.  It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience that you probably will never have again to be able 

to play with a professional.  And just the fact that he's from the same town as I am makes it 

all the more special and I couldn't ask for anything better this week and looking forward to a 

great day tomorrow. 

 

Q.  And what have you learned from Kevin these first two days with him?    

 

JONATHAN TANIHANA:  We've just been trying to have fun.  We're not out here stressing 

over a score, just taking it one hole at a time and keeping the conversation simple.  I think it 

kind of keeps our mind off of the score, not really worrying about what you shoot, it just kind 

of comes naturally. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I don't think we talked strategy once. 

 

JONATHAN TANIHANA:  No, not really.  Talking about football, yeah. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  My caddie went to Louisville so he's very excited with the beating 

of Florida State.  So we talked a lot about that today.  Not much golf, to be honest with you. 

 

JONATHAN TANIHANA:  And then just watching how he carries himself around the golf 

course and how he picks apart the golf course and how he carries himself as a person, not 

only as a golfer, and just soaking in as much information as I can from him. 

 

Q.  It has to be a great opportunity for you just to be able, a high school kid, all of a 

sudden you're (inaudible)?  

 

JONATHAN TANIHANA:  Yeah, no, it's been great.  I kind of coming into the week thought I 

would feel a lot more nervous, you know, just because it's playing with the pros and at 
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Pebble Beach and I really don't.  It's felt really natural and comfortable.  Just being with 

Kevin, it just felt like two guys out here having fun playing. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  One thing we did, we played both practice rounds together so I 

think that helped, too.  All of a sudden it's like we're just playing golf. 

 

Q.  That's kind of one of the unique features of this tournament? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, and I've do done that every year.  This is my third year and 

I've always made a habit of trying to play with the juniors I'm playing with because it makes it 

more fun.  You get to know them, and by the time the tournament comes, there's nothing 

special anymore, you're out playing golf and having a good time. 
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