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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   GENE SAUERS     
September 16, 2016 
 

 

Q.  So looking at your scorecard, looked like you got off to a hot start.   

 

GENE SAUERS:  I did. 

 

Q.  Held it together and then you finished strong?  

 

GENE SAUERS:  Right.  Yeah, I did.  I started out, had a chance at 1, had a chance at 2, I 

birdied 3 and 4, and then just kind of held it on for a while.  Then I made, well, I made birdie 

on -- saved par on No. 8.  I did make birdie on the par 5 No. 6, saved par on 8 and then 

birdied 9 to shoot 4 under on the front.  Then made par, then I made par.  Then I made 

bogey on 12 and 13.  Bad chip, hit it on the collar of the green, on the cut.  You know how 

that happens, got robbed there.  That was okay.  Then I got it back with birdies on 17 and 18 

and put myself back in it.  

 

Q.  Is that kind of how things go around here at Pebble Beach, you've got to fight 

through those tough stretches? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  You do, you do.  Sometimes playing late in the afternoon like this, that 

poa annua is tough to make those putts because they're kind of going like this a little bit and 

it's scary, it's scaring me.  But I played great, I hit the ball good.  I hit my 3-wood good off the 

tee a few times and made some putts and I'm pleased to death where I am.  

 

Q.  You're in position contending yet again going into the weekend.  Has your mindset 

changed at all heading into these last few events of the regular season? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Well, you know, these kind of courses I think you can -- well, Poppy 

tomorrow, I think the greens are a little firmer so I've got to allow for a little bounce-up so 

that's going to be a little different strategy.  Here today, of course they were firm on some of 

them but you could take it right at it.  Other than that, you've got to play smart and not make 

stupid mistakes. 

 

Q.  This is a special week for everyone playing with The First Tee kids.  Tell us about 

your experience today.  

 

GENE SAUERS:  Oh, Max, he is awesome.  I'll tell you what, if I was that good at 16, he 

was unbelievable.  He hit a lot of great shots, lot of great putts, he helped.  We shot 66 as a 

team.  He helped me two or three holes there, which was awesome.  Great player.  I'm 

thrilled to death to be with him.  My caddie asked him, What do you hit your 7-iron, what do 

you hit your 6-iron?  He said, Well, my 7-iron about 160 and my 6 about 170.  I said, Hey, he 

hits the same as I do so you ain't gotta worry about it.  He's a great player, I'm just really 

impressed with him.  
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Q.  What are you taking out of this week being able to play with Max and spending so 

much time with him?  

 

GENE SAUERS:  I think we've both been through a little adversity.  I understand he has a 

few heart conditions and I've had Stevens-Johnson syndrome so we both are survivors and 

it's awesome to come out here and to compete and to be in contention, and to see him play 

as well as he's hitting that ball is phenomenal. 

 

Q.  Have you had many heart-to-hearts about what you both have gone through?  

 

GENE SAUERS:  You know, we really haven't talked much about it.  I didn't really know until 

today so I'm going to talk to him here shortly. 

 

Q.  You've got two more days to learn about him.  

 

GENE SAUERS:  Exactly. 
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