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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    CRAIG PARRY      
August 1, 2016   
 

 

 

Q.  Congratulations on your great opening round, bogey-free 68.  What's it mean to 

start so strongly? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Very happy with the way I played today.  I had a couple putts from six foot, 

made, and that was the difference that I hadn't been making all year, to have no bogeys and 

I just played really well.  I could have had a lot lower out there as well, but it's not bad, 

4-under par. 

 

Q.  This is your rookie season out here on the PGA TOUR Champions and you're 

putting yourself in a very good position for the first time in a while.  What's it mean to 

be off to this kind of start? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Absolutely, it's been a really tough year.  I found it difficult to adjust to 

playing tournaments again.  It's taken a little bit of time.  Well, it's taken a long time.  It's nice 

to go out and shoot 4-under par on a golf course like Pebble Beach.  It's one of the most 

iconic golf courses in the world and to have a low round on Pebble, it's a great feeling. 

 

Q.  You said that it's taken a while to get back into the swing of things.  Have you 

done anything the last couple weeks that helped today's round? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Yeah, I have.  I changed my irons about a month ago at Seattle and I went 

to more of a blade iron.  As soon as I put the clubs in, it felt like it should with the ball 

tracking and I could see that it was coming off quick like it used to many years ago.  It felt 

right.  And now I'm just starting to get the benefit of it. 

 

Q.  And with the format this week, you're paired there with a young junior golfer.  We 

hear a lot about what this tournament means to them, but what does it mean to you to 

be able to play with one of the young players like you did? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I think it's a fantastic opportunity for young people to come out and actually 

see what professional golf is.  I know we're the Champions Tour and we're not the regular 

tour, but if you can get the feeling of that tournament golf, you're away from home, you're 

eating out all the time, you have to learn the golf courses, two golf courses, you have to 

learn to play, and very difficult courses as well.  It's just about being prepared and teaching 

them everything you have to be prepared and I think that's a great lesson in life.  If you go to 

a math class, you have to be prepared before you go in and have that exam.  It's the same 

thing with golf.  Golf is such a great sport for young people to play because it does teach you 

to get prepared for what's about to happen. 

 

Q.  You're absolutely right.  So going into tomorrow's round, what's your game plan 
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for heading over to Poppy Hills?  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I played a practice round, I played 27 holes up at Poppy and I think the 

golf course is quite difficult and I think anyone around even par is actually a pretty good 

round.  I think it's very demanding, hitting a lot of long irons into greens, and if I play the way 

I did today, I'll be happy just to shoot even par. 
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