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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   ADAM SCOTT     
September 5, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Adam, all pars on the front but the back nine, bookend birdie, birdie, birdie.  Way 

to go, man, a little 29 there.  You don't have many putts for 28s in this game, do you? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  You don't get too many of them but I had a long one on 18.  I was happy to 

two-putt it really.  But I found my game a little bit on the back nine.  I wish I had an 

emergency nine to go here, but that's good going into next week.  I played well Thursday, I 

struggled Friday or -- sorry, we teed off Friday.  I struggled Saturday, Sunday and played 

well today.  So if I can put four rounds together in one of the next two weeks I'll be really 

happy. 

 

Q.  Well, I mentioned last week after the round on Thursday, somebody asked me give 

me two players that you think might be able to pull this off from outside the number 

right now, and I said, well, I look at Patrick Reed and Adam Scott because when they 

play well, they can get on a run.  There's no better time than right now in the Playoffs 

to do that and you guys have proven me to be pretty smart to this point.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, you're looking pretty good.  If I just putted a bit better you'd be real 

smart.  

 

I just need to get a little hotter with the putter.  It's solid, but it's not hot.  You look at how 

Rory's gone the last three days with a hot putter after a bad start, anything can happen.  So 

it would be nice if one of these weeks the putter caught fire and I can really take advantage 

of my good striking. 

 

Q.  Well, with the scoring where it is on the back nine for these leaders coming in, 

where do these guys got to look to be careful and where can they be aggressive? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It's all about hitting the fairways in my opinion.  The tees are all moved up 

today so if you hit the fairway you've got a really short club in.  If you miss the fairway you're 

just not going to have any control to be able to attack any pins and you're going to find 

yourself at 30 feet playing cautious not to go over the back and things like this.  So the guy 

who hits the fairways coming down the back nine I think will win the tournament. 

 

Q.  Give a sense of the course setup today and the type of wind you had.  It wasn't 

hurricane wind, but it was still pretty good.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I would call it gusty.  I don't know what the actual numbers are.  It's gusty, 

it's not crazy.  The setup was extremely fair, very forward tees everywhere, even some 

downwind holes.  Maybe that was to try and trick us.  Maybe even more forward than 

yesterday.  It was on the forward -- when they're on the back tees, they're at the front and 
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then a lot of tees forward.  It was a very cautious setup just in case.  I guess they have to do 

that because if they do it the other way and it gets unplayable and they don't win, either.  So 

it's tough to please us pros. 

 

Q.  Were you expecting harder conditions, and if so, how important is it actually to 

come out and see a golf course that you actually can score on, maybe not as 

challenging as maybe you were anticipating? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think maybe I learned from yesterday because I thought it was going to be 

tricky yesterday, or I felt it was quite tricky yesterday and it was a similar setup.  But they 

shot some great scores, although my front nine didn't really reflect that.  I didn't play 

particularly well on the front nine.  I did hit it close on the back nine.  I hit a lot of good shots 

and converted some putts.  I think just because of the shortness, if you hit it in the fairway 

it's quite short really, even into-the-wind holes.  If you're got a wedge, it doesn't really matter 

how much it's blowing, guys are going to hit it pretty close. 

 

Q.  A lot of scrutiny lately on Rory's putting.  You can relate to the scrutiny people put 

on a player's putting.  Is putting sometimes over-exaggerated, the effectiveness of 

one's putting, or does it weigh on your mind more heavily when you don't feel you're 

putting well? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yes, it does.  It's pivotal because what happens at the end of a tournament, 

it comes down to holing a putt to win or not.  As good a player as Rory might be and some 

other guys and myself included, you can hit it really good and then you don't make a putt in 

the last four holes and you lose the tournament, even hitting it good.  Often you need to 

make that putt.   

 

To make a putt under pressure like that, you have to have some confidence going in.  It's 

rare that you get the chance to win not putting well.  People win tournaments putting 

average, but not poorly really.   

 

I think he handles it well.  I mean, he's remarkable because he's a bit Teflon coated, Rory.  

He gets criticized a lot, everything analyzed, and he's very patient I think with it all.  He just 

waits and it looks like -- I don't know, to me it looks like he hasn't got so frustrated this year, 

he's just kept doing his thing.  And this week he's kind of found some magic in his fingers or 

something and he's holing everything.  It's a very nice way to be.  I hope he can keep doing 

that his whole career. 

 

Q.  I don't know what you thought of the FedExCup when it started 10 years ago but is 

your opinion of the FedExCup higher now?  Do you think more of it now than you did 

10 years ago? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, I think I was quite critical of it 10 years ago when it first came out.  I 

think that was fair because it was not points.  They've changed it twice, haven't they?  
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Q.  Three times.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Three times?  So it's taken a while to get it right. 

 

I think it's really achieved what it set out to do, and that's have better fields at the back end 

of a season.  And look, at the end of the day that's what it's set out to do and it's got that.  

You know, not many guys get tournaments in the FedExCup, one or two here or there, so 

they're getting great fields every week and that's what we needed, I think.   

 

I think as far as determining who's the best player for the year?  No, it doesn't do that still.  It 

determines who's the best player for these four weeks.  But that's what Playoffs do as well in 

any other sport.  Just because you've topped the division or whatever you call it doesn't 

mean you're just going to be given the top spot at the end of the year.  Playoffs have 

volatility and that's what this does.  So when you're on the right side of it, the FedExCup's 

great, but when you're on the wrong side of it, it sucks.  
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