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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   RORY McILROY      
September 5, 2016 
 

 

 

JOHN BUSH:  It's a pleasure to welcome the 2016 Deutsche Bank winner, Rory McIlroy.  

He wins this event for the second time.  He moves up for No. 4 in the FedExCup.   

 

Rory, if we can get some comments on just a phenomenal week. 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, you know, I think if you had said to me after three holes on Friday 

that I would be sitting up here addressing you guys as the winner of this tournament, I would 

have told you to go somewhere, I think. 

 

I mean, it's just incredible, this game, how quickly things can change and how quickly things 

can turn around.  It's been a great lesson for me this week not to get down on myself, to stay 

patient.  As I said, after three holes on Friday, there was so much going through my head 

and none of those things involved sitting beside a trophy at the end of the week so it's just 

been incredible.  I played some great golf after that.  19-under par for my last 69 holes, and 

on this golf course in these conditions, very proud of myself for that.   

 

But I found something in my putting.  Obviously my putting's been the Achilles heel of my 

game this year.  I tweaked a tiny little tweak on Saturday morning on the putting green, and I 

saw some putts go in and got some confidence from that.  Just went with the momentum, 

and just really proud of myself that I was able to keep that momentum going, keep the same 

thoughts and not get negative if I did hit a bad putt, just really kept staying positive the whole 

way throughout the weekend. 

 

As I said, it's been a great lesson this week for future tournaments if I don't get off to the 

start that I want. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  And now, good vibes, you won this event in 2012 and went to Crooked Stick 

and won the BMW.  So just some comments on heading back to Indianapolis. 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, excited to get back to Crooked Stick.  It's funny, four years on, and 

I win here, and going back to Indy where I have great memories from four years ago.  The 

golf course may play a little bit different this year, mightn't be quite as wet, I know they made 

a few changes, but it was a great leaderboard four years ago.  Lee Westwood was up there, 

Tiger, Phil, Adam.  It was a good leaderboard and to come out on top of them, I remember a 

lot about that week and I just had positive vibes going in there.  

 

Q.  Rory, how do you think growing up in Northern Ireland, which is notorious for 

having windy conditions, helped you on a day like today? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I think it did.  I don't really get home that often anymore, and if it was a 
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day like this at home I would be reluctant to go out and play.  Yeah, it does, I feel like I've 

become a better wind player as the years have went on.  I think that was maybe a criticism 

of my game early on in my professional career, that I didn't handle the wind so well.  I've 

shown today and in previous tournaments over the last few years that I'm more than ready 

to handle the wind if we do get some.  And then it's something that I've worked hard on.  I 

felt like I hit a lot of really nice little knock-down shots, three-quarter shots, this week that 

definitely helped keep it under the wind.  Partly to do with where I'm from, but partly because 

I've worked on it as well. 

 

Q.  Given the way your year's gone, how much of the feeling do you have now is 

excitement and how much of it may be relief to have gotten over this hump? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I think excitement more than relief.  I mean, I wasn't -- I wasn't getting 

impatient, I wasn't searching for things.  Like I know that I hadn't won on the PGA Tour in a 

while, but over the past 12 months, I've still had three wins worldwide.  This is obviously the 

biggest of those three, but I knew my game was in good shape, I just needed to do 

something with the putting.  I found something.  I still need to keep going with it.  It's 

definitely not the finished article, but it's a big step in the right direction, but just excitement.  

Excited with how my game is and what I've found this week, and hopefully I can keep it 

going for the next couple of tournaments, but ultimately into the Ryder Cup and trying to get 

a fourth one of those.  

 

Q.  Rory, of all the, let's call it, critical analysis that you've heard this year, what do 

you think was the most unfair? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I don't know if any criticism is unfair.  I think when people make 

judgments or criticisms without being educated on the subject that they're criticizing, I think 

that's -- like for me getting in the gym, for example, that's my pet peeve.  Someone that says 

to me you're in the gym too much.  The reason that I play at such a high level, and hopefully 

will continue to play at a high level for the next 10, 15 years is because of the work I did in 

the gym.  If I wasn't in the gym, I wouldn't be here sitting today.  It's a big part of who I am, 

it's a big part of my success.  That's always I feel an unfair criticism. 

 

But with my game, the critics and the analysts and everyone that are out there, they're 

educated about golf, so they for the most part know what they're talking about.  A criticism of 

my golf game, I take it, and I know what I need to work on and sometimes those people 

point out the obvious but, yeah, I would say that's the most unfair criticism I receive, is what I 

do in the gym. 

  

 

Q.  As pleased as you seem to be about your improved putting this week, you seem to 

take more pleasure in your resilience, that you did what you did after the first three 

holes.  Is that the case?  And if so, why? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it is.  Like I say, I stayed patient, I didn't let the -- when you're 4 
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over through three holes on the first round of a tournament, you can easily let that get away 

from you, you can get down on yourself early.  And I've done it before, I know.  So to turn 

that around and shoot even par on Friday, that was -- I was really proud of that because I 

knew it was a pretty tricky day, there was a little bit of wind.  Coming in off the course, when 

I came in, I shot even par and the leader was only 5 under, I was like, wow, I'm only five 

shots off the lead, I've done really well here to get it back. 

 

And then that kept me in a positive frame of mind going into Saturday morning.  As I have 

alluded to, you know, holing some putts and seeing some putts drop and shooting a good 

score, that gave me confidence to go on to the last couple of days and play the way I did. 

 

I think I said to someone yesterday, I think I said to you, Jason, I thought it's a great 

opportunity being 4 over through three holes to do something that I had never done before, 

to be in that position and go on and win a golf tournament.  I think even finishing in the 

top-10 after that start on Friday would have been a very respectable result, but to be sitting 

up here and have won the tournament, I'm very proud of myself for that.  

 

Q.  A couple things:  Have you quit before too early? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Recently? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, three years ago, Honda Classic.  See, people have short 

memories.  You didn't remember that. 

 

Q.  I was thinking more of a tournament that you actually finished. 

 

RORY McILROY:  Oh, literally?  Oh, okay.  I'm not sure.  I don't know if I quit but I definitely 

let my shoulders slump and let my head drop.  I've just not been as positive about the 

situation as I could have been.  Yeah, it's happened to me many times before, but I think you 

learn with experience and a little bit more maturity that it's -- four-round golf tournaments, it's 

a long time.  There's a lot that can happen and I sort of proved that to myself this week. 

 

Q.  Secondly, on Phil, why did you seek him out, Phil specific?  And was there any 

kind of a trigger for that, one round, one putt, one tournament? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Obviously I could have went to anyone, and I was thinking of a few 

people but the one thing that I -- not necessarily like about Phil but I looked at all the guys 

that Phil works with, and none of them looked the same.  They all putt differently, they all 

have their different mannerisms, so I knew that Phil wasn't going to have me get into a 

certain position that I didn't want to be in or felt uncomfortable with.  He was more you figure 

it out yourself a little bit, but this is what you need to do, this is where you need the putter to 

be at certain points in your stroke, and then just figure out a way to do it.  Obviously he's 

there to help and give me the numbers and give me everything.  So I think you look at some 
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of the -- you know, Louis that I played with today, he works with Phil and you look at Louis' 

stroke compared to mine, it's completely different, but we're still working with the same 

person and still working on the same things.  He just let's us figure it out our own ways, and 

that's the one thing that I really liked about him. 

 

Q.  Given the conditions, how would you sort of rank this round compared to some 

other ones?  Quail Hollow comes to mind, some other rounds.  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's definitely up there.  I thought with some of the chances I had on 

the back nine, I missed a good chance on 11, a good chance -- decent chance on 13, 

decent chance on 14, it could have been something really special.  I mean, I'm not 

complaining obviously, but it definitely could have been a 62 or 63 if I had holed those putts.  

But it's up there.  To go out, I mean, six shots behind the lead, I didn't know what I needed to 

do today.  I just knew I wanted to go out and play a good round of golf and hopefully that 

was going to be enough.  I saw on the front nine, I birdied the 8th and 9th hole, and all of a 

sudden I was tied for the lead, so I knew the way the conditions were, I just had to play a 

solid back nine and hopefully that would get the job done.  I set my target sort of starting the 

back nine at 16 or 17 under par, I thought that was going to get it done, and thankfully I 

didn't quite need to get to that number. 

 

Q.  Quick follow-up, going back to the quitting.  After that kind of start, I mean, six 

months ago, even a month ago would you have been able to rebound that way? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think I -- you know, yes, I would have been able to.  This is 

something earlier on in my career when maybe I wasn't as mature, my mind wasn't quite as, 

not stable, I mean, I'm a stable person -- wrong choice of words, but just, yeah, as I said, 

just let my head drop, my shoulders slump.  That's something that I did earlier on in my 

career, and something I feel like I've got better at maybe over the last three or four years.  It 

definitely comes with just a bit of experience and maturity. 

 

Q.  Rory, you were down six shots.  When did you think, hey, I've got a good chance 

to win this? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Last night, last night, whenever I made that three -- finished the round off 

on a really positive note yesterday.  And even though Paul eagled the last and I went six 

ahead, I still thought today was going to be tricky.  If I could go out and play the front nine 

like I did yesterday, I actually ended up playing it one shot better today, I knew I had a real 

chance. 

 

So I was always positive going into today.  I thought it was a long shot, obviously I didn't 

expect to win, but I thought I could really give it a good go. 

 

Q.  One other thing, how does this compare to winning here four years ago?  

 

RORY McILROY:  It feels just as good, I guess.  Four years ago I was coming off the back 
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of winning the PGA at Kiawah, and I was in a good run of form.  I haven't won stateside in 

16 months I think it is, so to get my first win in such a big event, an event that once the 

majors were over with for me, I set my goals as FedExCup and Race to Dubai, obviously 

with Ryder Cup there as well, but individually, FedExCup and Race to Dubai, those were the 

two things that I really wanted to focus in on, and this has given me a real shot at trying to 

win that FedExCup for the first time. 

 

Q.  Tiger made a living winning multiple times on the same course.  You've got two 

here.  Do you feel like this is the kind of course that you could win five, six, seven 

times in the course of your career? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I hope so.  Yeah, I mean, Tiger has made a habit of that, you know, 

horses for courses.  I've won, I've won Quail Hollow a couple of times and here.   

 

Hopefully, I'll get back to Akron next year, I feel like that's a course that I could do well at for 

a long time.  Got the PGA coming up next year, Quail Hollow again, so that's another one 

I'm looking forward to.   

 

Yeah, there are certain courses you go to on Tour that you just know that you're going to 

play well or you have a good chance of playing well and winning.  Hopefully this is one of 

them, I would love to be able to come back to Boston each year and have a chance to win.  

It's a course that sets up well for me.  I say that most weeks, I try to go to courses that do set 

up well for me that suit long hitters and high ball flights, stuff like that.  I feel like I excel on 

courses like that and try to fit my schedule around those, I guess. 

 

Q.  I'm sorry for having come in late and probably not paying attention, but what is 

that belt? 

 

RORY McILROY:  World Heavyweight Title.  (Laughs.)  No, they give me this belt four years 

ago.  

 

Q.  You got it four years ago? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I got it four years ago, and someone just gave it to me and said it wasn't 

presented in four years and this is obviously the last time that Deutsche Bank is sponsoring 

it, so I get to keep it. 

 

Q.  Are you going to wear it? 

 

RORY McILROY:  No.  I'll display it, it will be a nice display piece. 

 

Q.  Rory, going back to your putting, you said earlier in the week you found 

something.  Wondering what that was you found and did that revert back to anything 

earlier in your career? 
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RORY McILROY:   A little bit.  I felt on Friday there was a few putts that I missed right, and I 

felt like my right hand was a little too much on the side of the grip instead of on top of it, so I 

felt like the clubface was opening just a little bit on my putts and I missed a few right.  So the 

little tweak was I just sort of placed my right hand just a little bit more on top of the grip 

instead of to the side, helping keep the face square through impact and starting the ball 

online and it's helped.  It's a very simple fix. 

 

Q.  Things got a little interesting on 17.  I'm just wondering if you lost a little bit of 

focus and what you did to get it back? 

 

RORY McILROY:  It was all set up by the tee shot.  I guess -- I mean, the 16th hole played, 

for me anyway, very much just straight across, which would have meant downwind ever so 

slightly off the right on 17.  So I was sort of hitting it middle of the fairway, thinking that the 

ball wasn't really going to deviate much in the air and the wind really hit it off the right. 

 

So probably a lack of concentration and just, yeah, maybe a little bit of complacency in 

there.  And then every shot that I've hit this week from that type of rough, that dry sort of 

rough that the ball was in for the second has flown.  I've hit it in two hazards this week that I 

didn't even know existed on this golf course just because of the two flyers.  That was in my 

mind and felt that was going to jump as well, and it came out really soft.  It just didn't come 

out at all the way I expected it to.  Where I hit my second shot from, it was always going to 

be a tough par.  Then my putt for par, the wind sort of took it a little, I missed it low but the 

wind took it maybe an extra foot longer than I really wanted to.  That was a nasty 

come-backer for bogey on 17, it was like two and a half feet, but you had to play it at least 

left edge.  So it was a nasty little putt to try and see it bogey, and it was nice to hole that.  I 

said to JP walking off that green, I said okay, let's make 4 at the last and get this thing done.  

It was nice to make that one back for bogey. 

 

Q.  On that, Rory, did you know what your lead was on the 18th?  What kind of 

yardage/shot did you have on the 18th with the wind, and was there any question 

about whether to take six out of it? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I knew I had a one-shot lead but I couldn't bank on Paul not 

making pars or birdies on 16 or 17.  I had 255 to the pin, 230, or I think it was 241 and 14, I 

guess.  With the way the wind was, it was a perfect 3-wood.  Whenever we got up to the 

ball, the wind was more across, but then as we stood over it, it started to come back into it a 

little bit, and it was a perfect 3-wood.  I knew as long as I hit it solid, it was going to be up 

around the green and have a good chance of making 4 that way.  As soon as I hit it, I knew it 

was going to be okay, even in that green-side trap.  My bunker play has been pretty good 

this week so I was pretty confident I was going to be able to get it up and down from there. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Rory McIlroy, congratulations once again. 

 

RORY McILROY:  Thank you. 
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