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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:        
September 5, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Four over par through three holes on Friday early in your first round.  What 

changed to get you into the winner's circle?  

 

RORY McILROY:  I don't know.  I mean, I think those last 15 holes on Friday were definitely 

a turning point not just in the tournament but I think maybe in my season.  To play the last 15 

holes at four under par, get it back to even par for the day, and then I tweaked my putting 

grip on Saturday morning and, you know, held some putts on Saturday and got some 

momentum, you know, here we are 69 holes later and 19 under par later and you end 

up -- it's amazing to think where I started this tournament and what was going through my 

mind after three holes, and then all of a sudden standing here four days later with a trophy, 

it's pretty cool. 

 

Q.  Since you mentioned it, what was going through your mind?  

 

RORY McILROY:  I mean, I'd come off the back of a rough couple of weeks, obviously 

missing the cut at Baltusrol, feeling like my game was close at Barclays, but I didn't pull 

anything.  So I was just a little bit like here we go again, it's going to be a bit of a grind, a bit 

of a struggle, and as I said, things can turn around very quickly in this game and thankfully 

for me they did this week. 

 

Q.  And you're a winner again for the first time on tour in 16 months.  Thanks for the 

time, congratulations.  

 

Q.  Like the Eminem song, Guess Who's Back, is that how you feel? 

 

RORY McILROY:  A little bit, yeah, I mean it's amazing in this game how things can change 

so quickly from being four over after three holes on the first day to, you know, walking away 

with a trophy this week.  I mean, that was the last thing from my mind on Friday afternoon.  

So I'm really happy, obviously really happy with how I played, but taking the momentum that 

I felt like I had on Saturday through to the last two days as well, you know, I can't be happier 

heading into the last stretch of the season. 

 

Q.  You said you needed to find a way to overcome the putting concerns.  Can you 

believe it happened so quickly?  Did you pick up two weeks' worth of work with Phil 

Cannon?  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, and it didn't look like it was going to come that quickly if you had 

saw me last week at that pace.  I don't know, I worked hard on it.  I've spent a lot of time on 

putting green over the past few weeks and I've started to reap the rewards already.  It's still 

a work in progress, but obviously a week like this can only do my confidence a world of good 

and be really encouraging. 
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Q.  We spoke about this, that one moment just to get the confidence back, the 

momentum.  Can you pinpoint that moment this week? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I think I made four birdies in a row on Saturday somewhere in the middle 

of my round, and I felt then, I mean, I held maybe three or four 15 to 20 footers in a row and 

I thought, oh, this is feeling good and I got a feel from there and I just sort of went with it. 

 

Q.  How good does it feel to be back in the winner's circle again, to be playing like 

this?  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think I've been playing like this for a while, just on the greens has 

been holding me back.  To come out here and continue to hit the ball the way I've been 

hitting it but then to convert my chances, it feels great.  And to get the win and move well up 

there in the Fed Ex Cup and have a good chance at that over the next couple of weeks, I'm 

excited. 

 

Q.  Tell you what, in 2012 you won here and then at Crooked Stick at the BMW.  Do 

you feel like this Fed Ex Cup Championship might be yours?  

 

RORY McILROY:  I hope so.  I'd obviously like to emulate what I did in 2012 just for the 

better result of the true championship, but great memories from Crooked Stick four years 

ago.  I'm going there with a lot of confidence so hopefully I can find the form that I find here 

and try to get another win there next week. 

 

Q.  Great to see you play like this again.  Congratulations on the win and all the best. 
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