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MARK RUSSELL:  Mark Russell joins us.  Mark, I know the Tour has already taken some 

precautions tomorrow in terms of going early because of this weather situation.  If you can 

comment on what you're expecting tomorrow. 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Well, you know this hurricane, we've been dealing with this for a week 

now.  Brad Nelson is expecting some high winds midday tomorrow, so we're going to try to 

start early and see if we can get as much golf played as we possibly can before that 

happens.  Hopefully, when that does happen, it won't be as strong as he thinks it might be 

and we can play through that. 

 

The best thing to do is to start early off two tees.  That way, if we do get shut down, we're 

going to be in a situation where we can come back out, have a little time to finish.  We need 

basically seven hours; two hours of tee times basically and then five hours of play.  So if we 

finish at 2:00, that means it gives us about five hours of built-in cushion so we can come 

back and finish.   

 

So that's what we're looking at to do.  If we had everybody strung out on one tee and we had 

a problem, it would really take us a while to get finished.  So that's the plan.  We're going to 

start at two tees, first time 7:00, last time 8:50, and if we don't get interrupted, hopefully we'll 

finish around 2:00. 

 

Q.  Is there any consideration playing 36 today? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  No. 

 

Q.  Why? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Well, they've got a television show tomorrow.  They've got bad weather 

predicted on Sunday, does the NFL say, Well, let's play on Saturday.  We've got a television 

show for tomorrow, it'd be hard to do that.  It'd be ultra-extreme circumstances.  

 

Q.  If the weather really were work against you tomorrow and you couldn't get in all 

18 --  

 

MARK RUSSELL:  We would definitely play Tuesday.  We're going to finish the golf 

tournament.  We're mandated to play 72 holes.  And if half the field finishes, the round must 

stand.  So if we get halfway through yesterday, no matter how long it takes, we're going to 

finish that round. 
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Q.  Is it basically a wind issue for you? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Right now wind, but we could get some rain, too.  He says the chance of 

lightning it very low, that's a good thing, but yeah, I think the mainly thing we're dealing with 

is wind.  I think the golf course, it's been so dry here in New England, they can take some 

rain. 

 

Q.  Does that concern you about spectators on the golf course then? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  We're always concerned about spectators on the golf course, absolutely.  

Concern about the players, caddies, spectators, the media on the golf course.  We don't 

want anybody to get hurt.  And if it gets to a situation where it looks like it's dangerous, we 

would definitely suspend play.  We did that in Palm Springs a few years ago.  

 

Q.  Playing ball in hand? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  No.  I mean, I haven't gone there, but no, I don't think it's going to be wet 

enough to play the ball up. 
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