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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   RORY McILROY     
September 4, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Rory, congratulations on the round of 66.  I'm going to start with the highlight of 

the day, your second shot into 18.  Even by your standards that was special, wasn't 

it? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I actually backed off it twice.  212 yards to the pin back into the 

wind and I just hit a perfect 4-iron.  I saw obviously Harris got it in close there.  I actually 

thought it hit the pin, it caught the left edge.  Yeah, great way to finish the round, especially 

after making the 6 at 12.  I felt like I could shoot something similar or just a little bit better 

than what I did yesterday and thankfully with that finish I was able to do that.  It's windy out 

there, it's tricky conditions so hopefully the guys don't get too far out in front and I'll have a 

chance tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Obviously that wind has been picking up through the day.  

 

RORY McILROY:  It is, it's difficult.  They've moved a few tees around as well which makes 

decision-making a little bit more tricky, too.  It's stiff, it's probably a two-club wind anyway.  

When it gusts, kick it up to three.  With the greens being as quick as they are and some of 

the hole locations, you have to really concentrate on every shot out there.  If you miss it in 

the wrong spot or just let it get away from you a little bit today, you can rack up numbers like 

I did on 12. 

 

Q.  Have a look at one of the birdies you made in a run of four on the front nine on 6 

hole here.  I thought you made a little change to your putting grip, a little bit more in 

the fingers? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, a little bit more in the fingers, the right hand more on top of the 

grip.  You can see there, the putter released a little bit better for me instead of being blocky.  

I started to roll in a few putts, and when you do that your confidence builds and you feel like 

you can go out and shoot scores like I did today. 

 

Q.  Rory, before we get into the whole round, please take me through that shot into 

18, there's a gap for albatross.   

 

RORY McILROY:  It was worth the wait.  I had to back off the shot twice because the wind 

was gusting and I didn't know if I had enough club in the end.  I hit a 4-iron as good as I 

could and buttoned it.  It looked good for a while.  Harris gave me something to aim at there, 

he hit a great shot in.  Even lipping out for albatross I still didn't get inside him, but it was 

obviously a nice way to finish with an eagle there.  With the conditions as tricky as they are 

today, hopefully I'll be in it tomorrow. 
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Q.  No question, it's a lovely position.  Just talk about how much confidence is 

starting to return to the rest of the game given the fact you're holing more putts? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's nice, I don't feel as under pressure with my long game now and 

have to hit it inside three feet the whole time.  I feel like I can give myself chances from 10, 

15, 20 feet and have a good chance at holing them.   

 

It's amazing at what just one good round does, just that little bit of confidence from yesterday 

carried into today.  I made four nice birdies in a row on the front nine and held some good 

putts, held out well on the back as well.  As I said, it bodes well for the future.  It's only the 

second weekend of trying it change what I'm doing, but already seeing some signs of really 

good stuff. 

 

Q.  I'm not trying to dwell on the negative here, but what's with the 12th hole? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I've missed it right off the tee there twice this week and we had a 

triple and a double and birdied it yesterday actually.  Yeah, just I missed it right.  It's just not 

the best place to miss it.  I got a flyer.  I've hit it in two hazards this week I didn't even know 

existed on this golf course, just flyers out of the rough.  It was a bad tee shot, I think that's 

what set it up.  Actually, it was a good up-and-down in the end to make 6.  

 

Q.  Decent finish. 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, nice finish, yeah.  It was nice to finish the way I did especially after 

the double on 12 because I had it going pretty well.  I've played that hole in 4 over this week 

so wasn't great.  But I made a good birdie on 15 and then sort of steadied the ship, and 

obviously the last really helps. 

 

In a decent position going into tomorrow.  The conditions are pretty tricky out there, so as 

long as the guys don't get too far ahead, hopefully I'll be within three or four shots of the lead 

and feel like I have a good chance. 

 

Q.  Can you allow yourself to go back to those first couple holes on Friday morning, 

first four holes and say, man, if I had only started better on Friday morning? 

 

RORY McILROY:  No.  The way I'm looking at it is how good a tournament would this be to 

win being 4 over through three.  It's a great opportunity to do something that I've never done 

before.  I've never started a tournament like that and went on to win it, so it's a great 

opportunity to try and overcome a little bit of adversity to start with and then get into it.   

 

I'm really happy with how I -- looking back on this week, I think that the 4-under par that I 

shot for the last 14 holes of that first round, that gave me a lot of confidence and I was 

patient and I was resilient and I feel like that allowed me to go out yesterday and play the 

way I did.  And then it just sort of snowballed from there.  Obviously I had some confidence 

going into today from what I did yesterday and hopefully it will be the same tomorrow. 
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Q.  How many rounds does it take to get the confidence back that you had earlier this 

season or last year going through what you've gone through? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Just one, I think.  I saw some putts go in yesterday and I'm like oh, this is 

nice.  You start to see lines better and you get into a little bit more of a flow and you're not 

quite as static over the ball and your thoughts are more fluid and everything just sort of frees 

up a little bit.   

 

So that round yesterday did a huge amount for my confidence knowing at least that what I'm 

working on is the right thing.  You know, it's not a quick fix, it's not as if I can change 

something and all of a sudden see results.  It's a process, but I feel like I'm definitely on the 

right track and going out there and shooting scores like I did over the last couple days 

proves that. 

 

Q.  Do you get more of a boost out of the finish you had today or like you said, the 

putting? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Probably the putting more than anything else because I know my long 

game has been right there.  I think I'm number one on Tour strokes gained off the tee, 

number two strokes gained tee to green, so that stuff has been there all year.  Even the 

approach shots haven't been up to the standard I would like them to be, but even around the 

green I've been okay.  It's just been the putting that's really let me down.  I'm really happy 

with that, I'm happy with how I've held on, I'm happy with how I converted a few of the 

chances I had yesterday and today and feel like if I can just keep that going and build on the 

momentum that I have. 

 

Q.  Mental versus physical with the putting? 

 

RORY McILROY:  It's both.  I mean, I think physical, physical was what I needed to fix first 

off.  I needed to address a few things in my stroke that made it difficult for me to start the ball 

online basically.  So once I have addressed those, then you start to see some results of that, 

then that helps the mental side and that helps your confidence.  Sometimes it's the other 

way around but for me, with what I was going through, it was definitely physical first, which 

then has led into helping me mentally as well. 
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