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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   SMYLIE KAUFMAN     
September 4, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Good round of 68 to take you to 11 under.  Your recent form hasn't been that great.  

Have you felt this coming?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  I've just been improving week to week.  Scores have not been there 

at all, just kept believing that I could get in contention eventually but just keeping working 

hard on the right things.  I've just been going back to my basics and just kind of playing golf 

again and just enjoying it more, smiling nor more, having more fun.  Definitely more fun this 

week than the past couple weeks. 

 

Q.  Second shot at 9 here (inaudible.)  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, it was 152.  I was just trying to bring in a little draw over, landed 

on that bank over there.  I think it did.  Yeah, it did.  It couldn't have worked out more perfect, 

really.  Very happy with that result. 

 

Q.  Going to have a look at a putt on 17, another birdie.  These greens have been 

putting well all week.  Were they good again this afternoon?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  They're great.  Actually fairly straight, I was just trying to get it started 

online, and three feet away I could tell it was probably going to end up in the bottom.  That 

was a nice one to get especially since I didn't get 18, so, yeah, very happy to birdie there.  

 

Q.  You went to Louisiana State University.  I know you've been helping the public out 

there, trying to raise some money.  Tell us a bit about that, because I understand 

Bubba donated a hundred thousand, and you also had a bag signed? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, the Tour's been great.  I can't thank them enough for helping us 

out.  All the Louisiana golfers on the PGA Tour, they helped spread awareness with ribbons.  

They provided ribbons to the Barclays for the guys to wear.  I left a bag out for the guys to 

sign, and raise 50 grand.  Some guy called my grandad and he wanted to donate and so he 

donated 50 grand, and I said do you want a bag in return, so I gave him a bag.   

 

We're going to go, after the BMW, all the LSU golfers on the PGA Tour are going to go help 

the flood victims out through Habitat for Humanity, any way we can help their homes, any 

way we can help. 

 

Q.  Comment about the fans.  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, they were wild out there. 
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Q.  Smylie, another solid round, you've given yourself a great chance to win this.  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, it was a good day.  I knew it was going to play difficult.  I hit 

some really good shots early in the round.  The greens were real crusty with the wind.  It's 

one of those days where you put the putter down, it just doesn't quite settle in to where it 

normally does because the greens are soft.  A bit of an adjustment with the winds and 

putting.  I felt great, though.  My caddie reminded me it was kind of similar with the winds 

early in the round, similar to Saturday at Augusta, and I played really well that day and that 

kind of made me think, all right, hit a lot of greens and just give yourself a lot of 

opportunities.  You might hole a couple in there, but I figured a couple birdies out here today 

would be pretty good. 

 

Q.  The fact that you brought up Augusta was uncanny because I was going to ask 

you about the lessons learned from that Sunday for you, and now to be able to use it 

for tomorrow.  You're right in position, it's a big event that can really change your 

year? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, I learned a lot from that event.  I always said I would be ready 

the next time, but I'm just going to go have fun and I think that's been the mindset the whole 

week for me.  Just go have fun.  Swinging it well, putter's as good as it's been lately.  Didn't 

hole a couple today, but if I don't roll them in, it's fine, just go to the next one, just try to make 

the next one.  That will be the mentality tomorrow.   

 

They told us split tees off early in the morning, so that will be good.  Everybody's kind of 

playing at the same time and maybe not one person early in the morning will have a better 

wave than you, so everybody's going to be gunning at it tomorrow morning. 

 

Q.  Well, you've already won a PGA Tour event, why not another one? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Appreciate it.   

 

They just follow me, that whole group of guys.  They've been yelling all day. 

 

Q.  Any alcohol involved in that?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  No, probably just water, just staying hydrated probably. 

 

Q.  You talked yesterday a lot about the effort for the flood victims.  Have you gotten 

any specifics on that?  You just said you were going to go down to LSU on the 

weekend.  Do you have something running?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  PGA Tour Media's going to come and do some filming.  I think the 

main thing we're looking to do, a lot of schools down there are really struggling with finding a 

place to go to school.  A lot of the schools got extremely flooded, school supplies.  A lot of 

kids are exchanging schools, which is an unusual way for the kids to go to school down 
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there.  I think we're going to help out a lot of the high schools, the middle schools, 

elementary schools.  Whatever it is we need to do we're just going to go help the kids get 

back on their feet.  Obviously you can't help everybody but we're going to do the best that 

week with the time that we have. 

 

Q.  It's supposed to be windy here tomorrow.  How does that affect you? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  It was pretty windy today so I think I fared pretty well.  Maybe a little 

bit of rain involved.  It's going to test your patience again, it's about hitting a lot of greens, 

giving yourself opportunities, just the basic.  If you can simplify it as much as possible, and 

just try to keep your nerve about you. 

 

Q.  You're getting off to such a quick start in your career.  How rewarding is it to start 

finishing the season like the way you're doing right now? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  It's gratifying because I know I've been working really, really hard and 

sometimes you can kind of work too hard, if that makes any sense.  You can just try to try to 

be perfect.  And it's a lot of guys and you see guys out here, and you don't have to play 

perfect golf to win out here.  I haven't been perfect this week and if I end up on top this 

week, it's just another lesson to myself that what I do, when I get in periods that I don't play 

well, just get back to basics and you can grind something out.  Got that kind of attitude, kind 

of a good learning experience for me. 

 

Q.  At what point did you figure out you don't have to play perfect? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  When I won in Vegas probably because I didn't play near -- I barely 

made the cut.  I think that was a big wake-up call for me.  It was like, man, I could win on the 

PGA Tour and don't have to have my A-game.   

 

Same with Augusta this year.  I was in the final group and I felt like I had my C-game putting 

and was in the final group and had a chance to win going into Sunday.  Just situations and 

experiences like that, I've just kind of built up in my memory bank and you just have to keep 

reminding yourself even when the golf's not good. 

 

Q.  Six guys within two or three shots of each other, both tees.  What do you do 

tomorrow? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Just get off to a fast start.  I think front nine is probably where you can 

make some birdies if you can.  I did yesterday but I feel like, just with everybody kind of 

going at the same time, it's just going to be about just get off to a quick start and just get 

your name at the top early. 

 

Q.  What's worse, wind or rain? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  I like playing in wind.  Probably rain, the combo's not fun.  The British 
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Open was a good wake-up call with kind of how bad weather can be.  I think that was a big 

wake-up call for me, so I've got a little bit of experience. 

 

Q.  What's the best thing you heard out there today? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Walking to 16 green, everybody was chanting my name, that was 

different.  It was funny.  We had fun out there, the crowd was nuts.  They kind of bought into 

my personality, I guess, a little bit so we had fun. 
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