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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   PAUL CASEY      
September 4, 2016 
 

 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Paul Casey, thanks for joining us for a few minutes here at the Deutsche 

Bank.  Well, 66 certainly seems to be the number, third consecutive 66 today, capped off by 

an incredible eagle which got a lot of talk outside.   

 

With that said, just a few comments on your position and how you're feeling with what we're 

potentially looking at tomorrow.  

 

PAUL CASEY:  I feel great with the way I played today.  I saw some scores that guys like 

Louie had posted early in the day, although early in the day was I felt just as difficult as what 

I faced this afternoon. 

 

I was pretty amazed at his score, and to be sitting here with a 66, I'm obviously over the 

moon.  You know, ball striking was great once again.  It's really been sort of the foundation 

of what's already been a great week.  Even with the great ball striking, I found it difficult at 

the beginning, but to turn it around and have a lot of looks for birdies and make a few to 

come in with, it's been great. 

 

Q.  Paul, knowing what the wind's going to be doing tomorrow, do you feel like it's 

going to be more difficult to come from behind to catch you, or do you have the 

mindset that it's going to be more difficult to play with a lead?  How do you look at it? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I think with what we've got coming up, I haven't -- it's been only a couple of 

minutes, I haven't really thought about it yet.  Still digesting my 3-iron on the last. 

 

I don't know.  Depends on how bad it is.  Maybe it's a case of just trying to get in a certain 

number, maybe that number's 15, maybe that number's -- I don't know what it might be, a 

couple better than that.  Maybe it turns into a match play situation tomorrow, you've got no 

idea. 

 

Q.  Have you always considered yourself as a wind player, a very good wind player? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I've been a good wind player, yeah.  Yeah, no issue with the wind.  Again, 

that just goes back to my ball striking. 

 

Q.  When you were going through your injuries, when you were struggling, was there 

ever a time when you wondered if you were going to be able to play or play at the 

level that you had been at? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yes. 
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Q.  Can you elaborate? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  No.  (Laughs.)  Yeah, yeah, many a times that I questioned not if I was 

going to play golf but certainly to what level I would play golf.  Sometimes I believed I could 

get to -- get back to a certain level and other times it was -- didn't see much hope. 

 

Q.  When was the worst? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I've got no idea, I've got a short memory.  I don't know.  I think in 

combination when I was injured and I was going through a divorce.  It was very, very tough 

to focus on the golf.  It was so much going on in my life, it was difficult to focus on the golf.  

That was probably the toughest point. 

 

Q.  This question's going to be a huge letdown, but what was the iron on 16? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  7-iron, Doug.  Great question. 

 

Q.  I wonder if you could talk about the club and shot on 18, what the wind was doing.  

And then secondly, just given how tight it was all day long, what those last three 

holes, how much they did for you going into tomorrow.  If you can keep all that 

straight, that would be great. 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Let's go with the second part.  Yeah, I was looking at the leaderboard today 

a little bit and when I took a glance at it, hmm, I took a glance at it actually on 17 after my 

birdie on 16 and I did think, wow, there's a lot more guys up there than I had kind of paid 

attention to earlier.  I don't remember the previous time I had looked at the leaderboard.   

 

So frustrating to leave the putt on 17 shy, shy of the hole, although I hit a wonderful shot in 

there, landed exactly where I wanted it to, it just didn't release.  But at no point, having 

looked at that leaderboard, did it transfer into then thinking about or making my decision 

different at 18.   

 

I pushed the drive, admittedly wasn't quite where I was aiming, and left myself with a 

wonderful yardage.  I can't remember how far it was, you guys will know.  The tricky bit was 

the wind.  The wind was coming in at about sort of 10:00 angle and I was just about to hit it 

and the wind had picked up and my thinking was, well, it's picked up here but it's going to 

probably mean that it's calmer by the green.   

 

Johnny actually said to me, stop, stop, just don't.  I obviously had been sort of waggling the 

club and dancing the feet around.  I'm glad he stopped.  It dropped a little bit because it was 

a flat out 3-iron, I couldn't miss it.  And when I did hit it, she was sneaking left, which is not 

the miss on 18.  If you can get it in that bunker somewhere around there.  And the winds 

right at the last minute just brought it back to the right, and then you saw the rest. 

 

Q.  I mean this as a compliment, but why do you think you haven't won more on this 
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tour?  

 

PAUL CASEY:  That's a good question.  I think early in my career admittedly there was a 

couple of fairly good players, you know, that seemed to be dominating.  Goodness knows 

how many wins Tiger and Phil and then there's others.  I'm sure Ernie thinks he could have 

about 10 majors if it wasn't for those two as well.  There's lots of guys.  What an era to play 

in.  I'm proud that I played in that period of time.  Got to play with Tiger.  I saw some 

amazing stuff and I hope that I see that again.   

 

And playing two tours, a lot of the time when I was playing in the U.S. I would only play 15 

events and those were, you know, majors, World Golf events, Bay Hill, Memorial.  Basically, 

everywhere Tiger was.  It was tough.  So there wasn't a lot of opportunity is what it felt like.  

You play some good golf, you get top-10s and just get blown out of the water by it feels like 

the greatest ever, which I'm fine for that period.  Recently I've got no excuse.   

 

I'm almost looking like it's a second chance, wherever that cutoff point is, say a couple of 

years ago or something like that, it's now time to try and correct that statistic or double that 

number of wins, and then triple it, whatever it might be.  I don't know the reason.  I can give 

you the answer for the first part right now.  The last two or three years, no excuse, but I've 

been doing a lot of hard work so let's hope it pays off. 

 

Q.  When you talk injury, or when you go through injury, I'm sorry, what happens to 

confidence during injury?  And when you start to recover, which is harder to recover 

from, physical or between the ears? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  For me, I felt it with the physical part would be the most difficult bit.  And 

that's the most daunting.  If I think of my shoulder for example after I dislocated it and after 

we put it back in its socket, I thought, you know, I can get away with this.  Pete Kostis won't 

even know, it feels great.  And you see the surgeon, I didn't have surgery but he's like you're 

out for six months.  So it hits you. 

 

I had some experts' opinions.  One guy said I would never do press-ups again, for example.  

Not that that's important for my golf career.  Push-ups.  Couldn't be further from the truth.  

My right shoulder actually works better than my left one now because of all the work I've 

done with it.  But I felt that physical block would be the biggest hurdle and it wasn't, it was 

the two, three, four months of the shoulder not functioning properly and then myself trying to 

maybe play golf too soon and then not playing particularly well because I don't have full 

confidence in it that leads into the mental side of it being then a tougher, the bigger hurdle.  

With all the injuries I've had, it's been a psychological side of it, but it wasn't at the beginning 

because that's not what you think.  You just think physically at first. 

 

Q.  You mentioned today you were looking at the scoreboards.  When you go out 

tomorrow, is that still a plan or do you just go out, I've got my game plan or what? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, I did periodically.  I wasn't obsessed by them but I was intrigued.  I 
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wanted to see what we were doing, Chappy and I.   

 

Yeah, I'll have a glance at them but I think the key in having played enough now that it's not 

going to affect my strategy.  I'm pretty confident that John and I've got a good way of playing 

this golf course.  It might go -- it might be stressed tomorrow with the conditions; we've got to 

stick to that.  We'll only change it I think if we need to, maybe on the last couple of holes if 

we need to push.  You can see what can happen.  There's an eagle to be had on 18, there's 

birdies to be had on 17, but we'll see.  I'll keep my eye on him. 

 

Q.  It wasn't an easy decision to give up your European Tour membership but how 

has that played out for you this year as far as your game and your life?  Is everything 

a lot easier for you this year? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  The game is easy for you to see the results, so it's not been as good as I 

would have liked it, but then again I've done a lot of work.  I'm not judging that side of it just 

yet because he hasn't finished.  Lifestyle is totally different, and that's something I can't 

emphasize enough.  And having said that, I still missed my little guy's second birthday on 

Wednesday.  There's still things I miss.  John has a two-year-old and a four-year-old as well.  

He missed his little four-year-old, he missed her first day of school this week or last week.  

So there's still things we're missing and it hurts, but it's way better than it was, and so that's 

wonderful. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  With that, we appreciate your time.  Best of luck tomorrow, Paul. 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Thank you. 
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