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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   RORY McILROY      
September 3, 2016 
 

 

Q.  We spoke on the tournament eve, you talked about just getting something going 

with that putter, getting some momentum.  Speaking to your agent Shorty, he said 

you holed a 15-footer for a triple bogey on the 12th hole yesterday, just the third of 

the tournament, and that turned everything around?     

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it sort of did.  Yeah, I holed a good putt.  It was probably the best 

putt I holed in a couple weeks for a triple bogey as you said.   

 

Yeah, to not make anything there, I was 4 over through three yesterday and obviously 

walking off the course today 4 under for the tournament.  It was nice.  I've made had a good 

comeback since then and I feel like, as I said to you on Thursday, my game feels good, tee 

to green feels good, it's just a matter of holing a few putts and getting some momentum.  

Putted really nicely today.  I actually made a little bit of a tweak to my grip this morning which 

helped, trying to get a little bit more into my fingers and just get a bit more feel into it.  Yeah, 

to be 4 over through three and to be 4 under going into the weekend is pretty good.  

 

Q.  So that's 8 under for your next 33 holes.  What are the big adjustments that Phil 

Kenyon has brought to your putting stroke?  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, as I keep saying, it's a work in progress but we're just 

trying to make everything simpler.  There was a lot of moving parts in my putting stroke and 

just trying to simplify it as much as I possibly can.   

 

I could get into specifics about hinging it on the way back and delofting it and then holding it 

on the way through.  I mean, there's a lot of stuff going on but just really trying to simplify the 

motion as much as I can and I can get it going on sort of a good arc and trying to keep the 

putter face square at impact.  That's basically if you can do that, you're going to have a good 

chance to hole some putts. 

 

Q.  This is the sort of round that's been missing the last few weeks? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, a little bit.  I think now with what I saw on the greens today at least, 

JP said to me now we feel like we can go and shoot a low score.  Now where it felt like I've 

been shooting even or 1 under or 2 under, where now if you can start to hole some putts and 

start to get on a run, you can see 63, 64, 65, which I wasn't seeing for a few weeks.  That 

part of it's nice. 

 

Q.  Got the juices flowing again? 

 

RORY McILROY:  A little bit.  Today was very encouraging, it really was.  I'm coming off, I'm 

really happy.  I mean the score could have been better but I felt like my performance on the 
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greens is the best it has been in a long time so I can only be encouraged going into the next 

two rounds of this tournament, but then obviously going forward. 

 

Q.  You didn't participate in the Olympic games.  Do you think it was the right decision 

still? 

 

RORY McILROY:  For me at the time was the right decision, yeah.  Like I thought the 

Olympic games went very well, I thought they were a big success.  In golf they went better 

than I expected, I think better than a lot of people expected so it was great to see. 

 

Q.  So perhaps you'll participate in Tokyo?  

 

RORY McILROY:  We'll see.  

 

Q.  I'm from Denmark.  Where will you participate (indiscernible.)  

 

RORY McILROY:  It's hard because it's obviously in a tough position in the schedule with 

the major season and obviously with FedExCup starting over here.  Unless they change the 

date a little bit, I wouldn't see myself participating in it for a while. 

 

Q.  How concerned are you about potentially having to go 36 tomorrow if this is 

turning into a 54? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I wouldn't like it to turn into a 54 because I'm five or six shots out of 

the lead at the minute and that's tough to make up over 18 holes, but to make it up over 36 I 

might be more confident I would be able to do it.  I think the weather looks okay tomorrow 

but potentially Monday doesn't look great but we'll see.  Just take it as it comes, try to shoot 

a good one tomorrow.  Even if we have to go into Tuesday, I don't think it's a big deal.  I 

would rather see a 72-hole tournament played than a 54. 

 

Q.  Would you just rather they play 36 tomorrow? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I could play 36 tomorrow, yeah. 

 

Q.  It's been done.  

 

RORY McILROY:  That's fine.  It's good preparation for the Ryder Cup, I guess.  Played a 

couple 36s there. 

 

Q.  Well, you did at the PGA.  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I don't mind it.  I'm definitely one of the guys that doesn't mind 

going 36. 

 

Q.  Seems logical.  
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RORY McILROY:  It does, but we'll see.  As I said, the weather looks good tomorrow, but 

hopefully, fingers crossed. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

RORY McILROY:  No.  I mean, it's a 72-hole golf tournament, one hole shouldn't make a 

huge difference.  I still feel like I have 36 holes left to try and make up a few shots.  
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